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73? 5 Vatican: 3 priests arrested in Sudan 

■■VATICAN CITY (AP) — Three priests wori dn g in 
"Sudan were recently arrested, includingone who keeps 
contacts between Sudanese authorities and the local 
church, a Vatican news agency said Monday, Fides, the 
news agency of the Vatican’s missionary branch, said 
there were fears for the safety of two of the priests 
whose whereabouts were unknown. According to 
f . Fides, die Revs. Lino Sebit, Hillary Boma and William 
r ' Nilo were arrested by police and accused of having par- 
ticipated in explosions June 30 in the capital. Citing a 
communique from the Khartoum archdiocese, Fides 
said that on July 28, 40 security and police officers 
entered a church near Khartoum to arrest Rev. Sebit 
The priest wasn’t there but went the next day to the 
police to be arrested, according to Fides. 
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Lebanese men abducted by Israeli navy 

TYRE (AFP) — T\vo Lebanese fishermen from the 
southern port city of Tyre were hospitalised after a six- 
hour abduction on Monday by Israeli navy gunboats, 
the police said. Issam Tawfeek A1 Samra, 27, and Ous- 
sama Abbas Tafia. 29. were admitted for treatment at a 
Tyre hospital upon their release, die police said. Mr. 
Tafia suffered bums in his head, neck and hands after 
the Israeli navy boars fired flares at the fishermen to 
catch them off the southern coasts of Tyre at dawn, they 
said Mr. A1 Samra was treated for severe bruises in his 
back, they added “He was beaten on his back for one- 
hour by the Israelis who interrogated us, seeking infor- 
mation about the port of Tyre and the activities of resis- 
tance guerrillas." Mr. Tafia told AFP. 
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Butler says disarmament talks 
with Iraq on verge of collapse 
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BAGHDAD (AP) — Talks 
between Iraq and the Unit- 
ed' Nations on dismantling 
Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction have reached an 
impasse and may not 
_ s .■ .. t resume, the chief UJN. 
e Tjv’ inspector said Monday. 

-y 7 : Richard Butler, speaking 
-at die end of a second round 
of talks, said Iraq turned 
. down, his proposal for a 
plan of action to end the 
^ inspections that began after 
^ the 1991 Gulf War. 

"“We did 'not make the 
-“F; progress I have hoped for,” 
\Mr. Butler told reporters. “I 
T do not know whether we 
/ . are . going to meet tomor- 
;row.” 

_ _ His comments followed 
-harsh criticism by Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister 
. Tareq Aziz, who said Mr. 
. - Butler was “serving the 
American policy" by trying 
.10 prolong punishing sanc- 
— lions on Iraq. 

Mr. Aziz said the U.N. 
Special Commission was 
7 “back to its old games, to 
- its old tricks." 

The commission, which 
. Mr. Butler heads, is respon- 
sible for ensuring that Iraq 
has eliminated its weapons 
of mass destruction, as 
required by U.N. resolu- 
■ tons that followed the Gulf 




mism that they were on 
track to ending the inspec- 
tions. But after the two 
rounds of talks Monday, the 
two sides seemed headed 
for a crisis. 

The Security Council has 
said that the sanctions — 
including a ban on air trav- 
el and limits on the sale of 
oil — will not be lifted until 
the commission ensures the 
weapons have been 
destroyed. 

Mr. Aziz accused Mr. 
Butler’s team of ignoring 
the country’s progress in 
eliminating its weaponry 
and instead focusing on 
“minor issues which make 
no sense from the angle of 
disarmament” 

“Since this is the wish of 
the American administra- 
tion to perpetuate the situa- 
tion, to prolong the current 
situation, to keep the sanc- 
tions on the people of 

Iraq as long as this is the 

American wish, you [Mr. 
Butler] are serving the 
American policy,” he said. 

Neither Mr. Aziz nor Mr. 
Butler gave . specifics on 
what was discussed Mon- 
day, but the “blueprint” Mr. 
Butler presented the Iraqis 
during his last visit in June 
calls for further disclosures 
about the country’s missile 


earlier contention that Iraq 
“does not have any 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion” 

Last month, Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein said that 
the sanctions must be lifted 
this year — the first time he 
had set a deadline. Iraq says 
the sanctions have caused 


widespread poverty, malnu- 
trition and illnesses among 
its 22 million people. 

Mr. Butler was scheduled 
to re main in Baghdad until 
Wednesday. 

Iraq’s refusal to open 
presidential sites to U.N. 
inspectors earlier this year 
brought the region to the 


brink of war 

The United States and 
Britain sent warplanes and 
ships to the Gulf, threaten- 
ing military action to force 
Iraq to cooperate. The crisis 
was defused in February 
through an agreement nego- 
tiated by U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan. 


Iraq arrests two men who 
made attempt on Uday’s life 


programme and biological 
ic comments by Tbocb -and chemical weaponry. - - 
sides followed some opti- . Mr. Aziz repeated Iraq’s 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said on Monday it 
had arrested two gunmen accused of open- 
ing fire and severely wounding President 
Sad dam Hussein’s eldest son Uday 19 
months ago. 

The Iraqi General Police Directorate, in a 
statement carried by the official Iraqi News 
Agency (INA), accused a “foreign neigh- 
bouring country” which it did not name for 
carrying out the attack against Uday on 
Dec.lZ 1996. 

Iraq and Uday have blamed Iran for the 
attack. Iranian officials deny that Tehran 
was behind the shooting. 

The statement said the name of the coun- 
try had not been disclosed in order to give 
time for “Iraqi authorities concerned to 
inform officials of that state through the 
right channels in order to know their reac- 
tion to such vicious involvement.” 

The statement named the two arrested by 
the police as Abdul Hussein Jlaid As hour 
Sbalal and Sabah Sa’aisa' Kanawi Naser. 

■ Ii said there were three more others 
involved in the attack but they were still at 


large. 

They were named as Mu’ayad Radhi 
Hussein, Salman Shareef Daffar and Tah- 
seen Majeed Abd Maktoob. The statement 
said they had escaped to the “neighbouring 
foreign country." 

It said Shalal was the one who bad fired at 
Uday while Naser had been responsible for 
“preparing requirements of .the... operation 
in Iraq and in a neighbouring country.” 

Uday was badly wounded in the attack 
when unidentified assailants opened fire on 
his car while driving in Baghdad’s wealthy 
A1 Man sour district. 

Uday underwent several medical opera- 
tions after the incident, the last on April ll 
1997 on his left leg. Foreign doctors were 
said to have helped treat Uday, who is 
chairman of Iraq’s National Olympic Com- 
mittee. owns a daily and several weekly 
newspapers and runs the Shabab television 
station. 

Uday has been often shown by his televi- 
sion station standing and receiving public 
delegations. . 


White House to continue 
battle to block testimony 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Witfa 
pressure growing for President 
Bin Clinton to explain his rela- 
~ fooship with Monira Lewinsky, 
the White House decided Mon- 
• day to continue the legal fight 
seeking to block testimony ty 
presidential confidant Bruce 
Lindsey, an official said. 

The administration official, 
speaking cm condition of 
anonymity, said the White House 

- would appeal a deriskn last 
month by a three-judge appeals 
court panel that ordered Ml 
L indsey to testify before a grand 
jury The judges rejected argu- 

; meats that his testimony was 
prcfEded by attorney-client priv- 

. The official said The White 
fiouse was leaning toward an 
appeal directly to The Supreme 
Coat, bypassing a chance to 
appeal to the full US. Court of 
Appeals. A final decision was id 

- .he annexmeed later Monday. 

" ' Nfc Lindsey, a deputy White 
. House counsel and Clinton’s 
closest adviser, has declined to 
r answer several of puseanors’ 
■- questions in die Lewinsky case, 
J arguing that disclosing his con- 
versations with the president 
-• would violate Ml CKnton’s right 


to confidential kgal advice. 

But both the judgs overseeing 
the graal jury and a three-judge 
appeals court panel ruled that a 
government lawyer could not use 
the attorney-client privilege to 
keep fiem lestifyieg in a federal 
criminal investigation of alleged 
government miscmdncL 

Mr. Clinton escaped the pres- 
sure-cooker atmosphere in 
Washington ewer the weekend 
by raising $2 milli on for die 
Democratic Party in the fashion- 
able Hamptons area of Long 
Island, where be partied with 
Hollywood and \*&D Street sup- 
porters and greeted friendly resi- 
dents and visitors who reached 
out to touch him 

He returned to fresh calls to 
come clean about die nature of 
his contacts with Ms. Lewinsky, 
the former White House intern 
wbo under an immunity deal 
apparently has agreed to tell 
Independent Counsel Kenneth 
Starr she had a sexual relation- 
ship with the president. 

Ml Star also is investigating 
whether Ml CKntoo urged her to 
lie about an afiair. Ml Clinton 
has denied any afiair publicly 
and under oath be will testify on 
Aug. lima grand jury investi- 


gating the case. 

In Toronto, after giving a 
speech abom the Supreme Court 
Mr. Starr indicated to reporters 
Monday that he would show def- 
erence to die presidency. 

“One of the things that I want 
to mate dear is thar it is very 
important we respect our institu- 
tions of government and seek to 
discharge the duties that we have, 
that we’re charged with carrying 
on, in a way that is very respect- 
ful of the institutions of our gov- 
ernment,*' Ml .S tarr nn mmenfft i 

If Ml Starr finds potential evi- 
dence of impeachable off ences 
concerning tire Lewinsky matter; 
the Whitewater land d ea l in 
Arkansas and other investiga- 
tions concerning Mr Qinion. h? 
would submit 1 a report to the 
House. The House Judiciary 
Committee would then decide 
whether to initiate impeaefamsm 
proceedings. 

Senate Judiciary Committee 
rhairman Orrm Hatch said he 
thought Congress would forgive 
Mr Ctimon if the case was sole- 
ly a rattier of sexual misconduct 
and if otber factors, such as 
obstruction of justice, were not 
involved. 


Israel razes Arab 
home rebuilt by 
peace activists 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli army demolished on 
Monday a Palestinian 
home near occupied 
Jerusalem which had 
already been razed by 
troops' in July and then 
rebuilt over the weekend 
with the help of Jewish 
peace groups, witnesses 
said. 

Soldiers moved into the 
village of Anata at dawn 
and used a bulldozer to 
destroy the four-room 
house belonging to Salim 
Shawamra, a builder and 
father of six, they said. 

Israel initially demol- 
ished the home on July 9 
on the grounds that it had 
beeo built without formal 
approval from the occupa- 
tion authorities. 

The action sparked riot- 
ing in which 11 Palestini- 
ans were wounded by 
Israeli troops. 

Around 60 Israeli peace 
activists joined with Pales- 
tinians to rebuild the house 
on Saturday, prompting 


security forces to destroy 
the building again on Mon- 
day. 

Anata straddles the 
demarcation line between 
Israeli-occupied east 
Jerusalem and the West 
Bank near * Jerusalem’s* 
Shuafat refugee camp. 

Local residents said all 
homes in the West Bank 
sector of Anata, including 
a number of shacks 
belonging to bedouin, 
were built without permits 
and were targeted by army 
demolition orders. i 

Palestinians frequently 
complain that the Israeli 
authorities rarely grant 
them building permission 
in areas under their con- 
trol. including Arab east 
Jerusalem which the Jew- 
ish state occupied in 1 967. 

Mr. Shawamra told 
reporters he had asked the 
Israeli authorities for a 
building permit on four 
separate occasions but was 
turned down each time. 



DISCOVERY OF CAN AANITE CITY: Jalal Kazzouh a), head of the archaeology 
department at AJ Najah University points to a map of a new archaeological discovery 
as workers continue excavating the site Sunday. "We are in front of a new discovery, 
it is the discovery of a Canaanite aty," which according to Kazzouh establishes 
ancient Palestinian ties to the land (Reuters photo) 


It is time for reconciliation 
among Arabs — Anani 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Deputy. Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Jawad 
Anani said Monday that the 
time has come for intensive 
efforts to bring about rec- 
onciliation among the Arab 
states and to settle out- 
standing issues between 
Iraq and Kuwait. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
marking the eighth anniver- 
sary of Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait, Dr. Anani reiterat- 
ed Jordan’s call for ending 


the Iraqi people’s ordeal 
who he said have been suf- 
fering from the conse- 
quences of the crippling 
economic embargo and a 
settlement to the Kuwaiti 
prisoners issue so that they 
can be repatriated. 

The invasion and the sub- 
sequent war have had their 
serious consequences on 
the whole Arab World caus- 
ing deep splits among Arab 
states, added the minister. 

Dr. Anani said it is 
urgently necessary for the 


Arabs to transcend the neg- 
ative consequences which 
resulted from the invasion 
and move forward together 
to deal with the future chal- 
lenges. 

He said that Jordan which 
has always called for recon- 
ciliation among .Arab sister 
states appeals to all Arab 
countries to exert efforts 
and to work together to turn 
over “this dark chapter” and 
to look with optimism and 
hope towards the future. 


‘King Fahd in good health’ 


DUBAI (R) — King Fahd’s heir apparent reas- 
sured Arab leaders Monday the Saudi Bong was 
in good health after being admitted to hospital 
for medical checks. 

The official Saudi Press Agency (SPA) said 
Crown Prince Abdullah “reassured” Bahrain’s 
Emir Sheikh Issa Ben Sulman A1 Khalifa about 
the king's health. 

He told Syria’s President Hafez Assad the 
king “by God’s grace enjoys good health." 

Chi Sunday night, state-run television showed 
the king, now in his mid-70s, sealed in an arm- 
chair tod chatting to a stream of weD-wishers, 
including Prince Abdullah and other 'senior 
members of the Saudi royal family, j 

The television showed no new footage of the 
king on Monday, but said the bead of die world's 
laigest oil exporter had sent telegrams tj) leaders 
of countries celebrating national holidays. 

A well-placed Saudi source told Reuters King 
Fahd would mxletgo routine medical tests at die 
King Faisal Specialist Hospital. He said the visit 
was “nothing serious.” [ 

“The fact that all the princes were there bong 
received suggests it’s more than routine,'’ a 
diplomat said from Riyadh. I 

“I can’t see why everyone would feel [the need 
to come back to Riyadh if it was just routine 
tests,” The diplomat said by telephone. 1 . 

“The king is frail and old and 3L I would 


imagine.-they all would want to be around in 
case there is any development,” he added 

An other Western diplomat in die Saudi capital 
said tiie stream of visitors suggested initial con- 
cern “but it seems that [concern] might have 
abated” 

SPA reported that the king had flown to 
Riyadh for the medical checks, but it did not 
give derails about the rests. 

King Fabd. who traditionally spends the hot 
summer months in the Red Sea port city of Jed- 
dah, was last admitted to hospital in March for 
tests following a gall bladder infection. 

He was released two days later. The royal 
court denied U.S. reports that he had undergone 
surgery. 

“People have adjusted to the king being very 
sick and Crown Prince Abdullah running day to 
day afisbs,” the diplomat said 

King Fahd has suffered from poor health for 
several years. 

He underwent gall bladder surgery- in 1994 
and suffered a stroke in November 1 995. 

In January 1996, King Fahd handed over the 
affairs of ante do Prince Abdullah but re- 
assumed power seven weeks later. 

The king, bom in 1923, is overweight and dia- 
betic, and uses a walking stick to relieve dis- 
comfort from an arthritic knee. 
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Despite windfall, water crisis may bring trouble to water bottlers 
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By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Amman water 
crisis, winch has resulted in water 
shortage this past week, has been 
"a blessing in disguise,” but not 
for local water bottlers who have 
doubled their production in a 
futile attempt to meet market 
demand. 

The soaring quest for bottled 
mineral water has prompted the 
government to lift a ban on the 
iinport-of this vital commodity to 
help quench people’s thiisL 

“The Muns&y of Trade has 
asked the Counsel of Ministers 
for permission to allow importing 
miiKral water; but the issue is still 

under consideration in The Cabi- 
net,” M ohammad Halaiqa, the 
ministry^ secretary general told 
the Jordan Times on Monday. 

But local water bottling firms 


insist the government should not 
allow the import of water because 
the sector will be banned. 

“Water should be considered a 
national wealth, hence, it should 
be exempted from all sorts of 
agreements signed by the govern- 
ment with the WTO and others,” 
explained Thabit Hwir, the owner 
of A1 Sabeel Water Bottling Com- 
pany. 

“IF approved, the decision will 
be a big blow to the water bottling 
industry in the country as local 
companies cannot compete with 
s imilar imported brands,” he 
added. 

He said sales had increased by 
40 per cent in the last weeks, 
forcing the company to increase 
woridng hours and to hire more 
employees. 

The JD16 million industry nor- 
mally produces 250,000 litres of 
water a day to meet local demand 


that hit a 100 per cent increase 
overnight after the crisis, a local 
newspaper reported Monday. 

“There is no need for people to 
panic, water companies in Jordan 


Amm an’s main water source, is 
not contaminated, Jordanians 
from all walks of life are flocking 
to natural water springs to fill up 
jerry cans or are buying mineral 


Water ministry fines tankers 
delivering polluted water or 
charging higher prices 


can provide the local market with 
three times more than its need," 
said Mr. Elwir. 

Some news reports said smug- 
gled bottles of water were finding 
their way to the market from 
Saudi Arabia, Syria and Israel. 

Despite government assurances 
that domestic water supplies from 
the Zai Water Treatment Plant, 


water. 

Traders say popular anxiety 
over clean water supplies helped 
fuel a water-related black market, 
forcing the government to speed 
up plans to. allow imports of bot- 
tled water. 

Jordan's water bottling compa- 
nies have been working round- 
the-clock to meet unprecedented 


demand since July 7, when many 
residents, of Amman, especially 
the Western areas, complained of 
murky water with a strange smell 
and taste. 

After a spate of contradicting 
statements, the government said it 
detected the cause of the unclear 
water and blamed the problem on 
“human and operational errors” at 
the Zai plant, (see related report 
on page 3). 

However, it has steered clear of 
specifying the cause of the prob- 
lem leaving most people in doubt. 

The Water Ministry initially 
blamed the water pollution on 
algae found in water supplies that 
climbed to higher than usual lev- 
els because of summer heat 

Meanwhile, Supply Ministry 
officials have tightened the reins 
on taskers fenying water to dis- 
parate citizens, many without 
domestic water supplies for more 


than three weeks. 

Many have quadrupled their 
prices since July 7, and the min- 
istry wants to ensure that the 
quality of water they are carrying 
is safe for use. 

In the last two weeks alone, the 
ministry said it fined more than 
70 water tanker owners, who 
were either carrying polluted 
water or charging higher prices, 
fixed by the government 

In other areas of Amman, many 
street vendors wbo normally sold 
fruits and vegetables, replaced 
their merchandise with cases of 
mineral water to reap quick prof- 
its. 

“Psychologically, many people 
want to make sure they are at 
least drinking clean bottled water 


(Continued on page 3) 
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Israel considering release 


of Palestinian prisoners 


GAZA CITY CAP) — 
Dozens of families of 
Palestinian prisoners in 
Israeli jails marched in the 
Gaza Strip on Monday, 
chanting “No peace without 
the release of our sons.” 
The march came as Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu reportedly met 
with Cabinet ministers to 
discuss the possibility of 
releasing 100 Palestinian 
prisoners as a goodwill ges- 
ture. 

Ahmed Tibi, an adviser to 


Palestinian National 

Authority President Yasser 
Arafat, said he had given 
Mr. Netanyahu a list of 1 20 
prisoners the PNA wanted 
to released as soon as possi- 
ble. 

About 100 relatives of 
prisoners marched from the 
offices of the Red Cross to 
Mr. Arafat's office in Gaza 
City on Monday, carrying 
posters of their sons and 
chanting “No peace without 
the release of our sons," 
and “Netanyahu, you can- 


not humiliate us." Hisham 
Abdel Razig, a Palestinian 
legislator who deals with 
the prisoner issue, headed a 
small delegation that met 
with Mr. Arafat following 
the march. 

“President Arafat ... told 
us that there cannot be a 
comprehensive peace with- 
out the release of all the 
Palestinian and Arab pris- 
oners in the Israeli jails." he 
said. 

According to the Israeli 
newspaper Yediot Ahronot. 


Mr. Netanyahu supports the 
prisoner release and has 
asked Police Minister Avig- 
dor Kahalani to draw up a 
list of prisoners to be freed. 

Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators were scheduled 
to meet later Monday to 
continue discussing the 
long overdue Israeli with- 
drawal from the West Bank 
and other unresolved 


issues. 


Syria slams Arab 'passivity’ 
in face of Israel 


CAIRO (AFP) — Syrian 
Vice President Abdel 
Halim Khaddam Monday 
slammed the “passivity" 
of Arab governments 
which he said was allow- 
ing Israel’s right-wing 
government to press ahead 
with Jewish settlement of 
the occupied territories. 

“If I were [Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin] 
Netanyahu, what interest 
would I have in creating 
an explosion when I can 
do whatever I want and the 
sole reply is words.” Mr. 
Khaddam said in an inter- 
view published in the Lon- 
don-based Arabic- lan- 
guage daily AI HayaL 

“Any Israeli military 
adventure in the region 
would have serious conse- 
quences for the Jewish 
state, the region and the 
world.” he said. 


Mr. Khaddam criticised 
“certain Arab countries 
which refuse to implement 
the resolutions of the Arab 
summit held in Cairo in 
June 1996...calling for the 
suspension of normalisa- 
tion with Israel." 

“Two years on, we see 
continued [Jewish] settle- 
ment and the Judaisation 
and liquidation of the Arab 
presence in Jerusalem, the 
continued occupation of 
the Golan Heights and 
southern Lebanon.** he 
said. 

“Isn’t all of this suffi- 
cient to implement the res- 
olutions of the summit. 
What more does 
Netanyahu have to do for 
the recommendations to be 
put into practice?" he 
asked. 

The Syrian vice presi- 
dent said he saw no point 


in holding another Arab 
summit unless it resulted 
in concrete action. “The 
holding of a summit which 
results only in a press 
statement will only lead to 
the weakening of the Arab 
World and increasing 
Israeli intransigence." he 
said. 

Mr. Khaddam said Syria 
was still “examining” a 
Franco-Egyptian proposal 
for an international con- 
ference of governments 
determined to save the 
peace process. 

Under the proposal, 
which is backed by the 
European Union but has 
met with strong reserva- 
tions from Washington, 
the governments directly 
involved would only par- 
ticipate at a later stage. 


Vasile: Romania willing to 
return property to Jews 


TEL AVIV (API — Visit- 
ing Romanian Prime Min- 
ister Radu Vasile said 
Monday that he will sub- 
mit legislation in parlia- 
ment next month to return 
property to Jews whose 
property was nationalised 
after World War II. 

"The bill presents a 
global solution for Roma- 
nia to return property to 
all former owners, not 
only Jews." said Mr. 
Vasile. who arrived Sun- 
day for a four-day visit to 
Israel. 

Mr. Vasile was meeting 
with Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
Monday afternoon, and 
was scheduled to meet 
with representatives of the 
World Jewish Restitution 
Organisation Tuesday. 

The Romanian premier 
loured occupied 

Jerusalem's walled Old 


City with his wife Mar- 
icua Monday morning. 
The couple visited the 
Church of the Holy Sepul- 
chre, the traditional site of 
Jesus* crucifixion and res- 
urrection, and the Western 
Wall. Judaism's holiest 
site, and window-shopped 
in the Arab Quarter. 

“It's wonderful, unbe- 
lievable." Mrs. Vasile 
said. “It’s like a dream 
because of all this histo- 
ry'." Some 400.000 Jews 
— half the Romanian Jew- 
ish population — died in 
World War II, when 
Romania was ‘allied w ith 
Nazi Germany. 

Many others left the 
country in the years after 
the war. when hundreds of 
Jewish properties were 
nationalised by Romania's 
communist government. 

Mr. Vasile said five 
houses belonging to Jews 


had already been returned 
to their owners this year, 
and that another three or 
four would be returned 
soon. 

Romanian Foreign Min- 
ister Andrei PIcsu said 
there were now only 
12.000 Jews in Romania, 
but that Romanian Jews 
living outside the country 
were expected to ask for 
the return of their properly 
as well. 

More than -*50.000 Jews 
of Romanian ^origin live in 
Israel. according to 
Israel' •* Foreign Ministry 

Romania** president. 
Emil Cnnstantinescu. won 
praise from Romanian 
Jewish leaders !a*t year 
for publicly acknowledg- 
ing the country ’■* complic- 
ity in the persecution and 
murder of Jew, in ;he 
Holocaust. 


Son Of 
Saudi 
crown 
prince to 
visit Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Saudi 
Prince Turki Ibn Abdullah, son 
of the country's crown prince, 
is scheduled to arrive in Iran 
Tuesday morning for talks 
with the leadership, the Iranian 
president's office said Mon- 
day. 

Prince Turki will be erected 
by the head of President 
Mohammad Khatami's cabi- 
net, Mohammad Ali Abtahi, 
Mr. Khatami's office said. 

The prince's visit comes 
after Saudi King Fabd's hospi- 
talisation Sunday and tele- 
phone talks between Mr. 
Khatami and Saudi Crown 
Prince Abdullah on “regional 
matters" last Monday. Iranian 
radio said. 

The telephone conversation 
took place two days after Iran 
announced it had tested a sur- 
face-to-surface missile. The 
missile, which has a range of 
1.300 kilometres, is capable of 
reaching most Middle East 
countries, including Saudi 
Arabia. Israel and Turkey. 

Iran's foreign ministry 
spokesman Mahmmoud 
Mohammad) has said Iran's 
new missile strength is “essen- 
tially defensive and will not be 
used first against any other 
country.** 

Mr. Khatami said Iran would 
pursue its policy of “dcicntc” 
with foreign countries and 
especially its neighbours. 

Relations between Iran and 
Saudi Arabia have improved 
since the modcrair KJuiamiV 
ejection in May l**)” and Iasi 
December’s OrgarasaU 1 >n of 
ihc Islamic Conference sum- 
mit m Tehran. 

Former Iranian President 
Akbar H.ishcmr Rafsanjam 
paid a I D-day official visit to 
Saudi Arabia in February, fol- 
lowed by a visit by Iranian 
Foreign Minister Kama! 
Khara/i 




FREE PRISONERS: Palestinian women chant slogans calling to free their sons who are held in Israeli jails on Sun- 
day. Hundreds of Palestinians marched with pictures of their sons to the office of President Yasser Ararat m Gaza 
City asking him to secure the release of their relatives (Reuters photo) 


Sudanese rebels say government 
ceasefire a ‘manoeuvre’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
main Sudanese rebel 
group charged Monday 
that the government's 
announcement of a unilat- 
eral ceasefire in the 
famine-hit south was only 
a “manoeuvre." 

“It's a manoeuvre 
because if Khartoum were 
serious about restoring 
peace to Sudan, it would 


have decreed a total cease- 
fire throughout the coun- 
try," said Suleiman 
Bckhit. head of the Cairo 
office of the Sudan Peo- 
ple's Liberation Army 
(SPLA). “The combat 
zone isn't only in the 
south, it's also in the 
[southeastern] state of 
Kassala. in the south of 
Blue Nile stale and in the 


Nuba mountains." he said. 

The announcement of 
the ceasefire beginning 
Tuesday is part of the gov- 
ernment's “propaganda 
campaign” ahead of peace 
talks the same day with 
the SPLA in the Ethiopian 
capital. Addis Ababa, he 
said. 

The Sudanese army and 
rebels began observing a 


truce two weeks ago in 
some of the most famine- 
stricken pans of the south 
to allow deliveries of food 
and medicine to- hundreds 
of thousands of starving 
civilians. 

Aid agencies have 
appealed for the area of 
the truce to be expanded 
as the crisis has assumed 
catastrophic proportions. 


Turkish army prepares to expel more Islamists from its ranks 


ANKARA (AFP) — The 
Supreme Military Council. 
Turkey's highest military 
body, met in Ankara Monday 
to purge officers suspected of 
Islamist sympathies, the Ana- 
tolia news agency reported. 

Over the last two years, the 
pro-secular army has 
expelled some 517 officers 
with suspected links to 
Islamists from its ranks. In 
June, at the council’s last 
meeting, more than 160 offi- 
cers were dismissed. For sev- 
eral months, it has been call- 
ing lor a more effective 


crackdown on Islamists from 
Mr. Yilmaz and his govern- 
ment. Chaired by Prime Min- 
ister Mesut Yilmaz, the coun- 
cil. which meets twice a year, 
is formed of 15 high ranking 
military chiefs and defence 
minister Ismel Sezgin. 

Tire powerful army consid- 
ers itself as the guarantor of 
Turkey's secular regime, and 
is extremely sensitive to sus- 
pected Islamists infiltration in 
its ranks. 

During the meeting, which 
is due to List four days, die 
council has :tlso to decide 


upon the successor to Chief 
of the General Staff General 
Ismail Hukki Karadayi. who 
is retiring. 

It is likely he will be suc- 
ceeded by the Commander in 
Chief of the Turkish ground 
forces. General Huscyin 
Kivrikoglu. Several other 
army generals are being 
appointed to other posts. The 
army is seeking the strict 
enforcement of the current 
laws concerning dress code at 
universities and in public 
office, tightening of measures 
sot up to counter Islamic 


groups and a strict surveil- 
lance of organisations sus- 
pected of funding Islam U zf 
activities. 

In March Mr. Yilmaz’s 
minority coalition govern- 
ment proposed a number of 
laws to step up the crack- 
down on Islamists. These 
proposals have not been 
completely ratified due to a 
lack of parliamentary lime. 
Mr. Yilmaz hopes that the 
parliament will pass them in 
October or November, after 
the two-month summer 
break. 


Trial of Turkish human rights activist assailants opens 


ANKARA iAI*» — The trial of 
II Turkish defendants .icarvcd 
Of trying ro murder a leading 
human rights activist opened 
under high scvuniv hire Mon- 
day 

Tlx: May 12 aXxk mi Akin 
BrniuJ. pre-idem of Turkey's. 
Human Rights h-u million, Ich 
him hpspibiliscd in serious con- 
dition lor weeks, it was a major 
embarrassment fix Turkish 
anti* vitlcs who admnied lltil a 


right-wing terrorist, formerly 
empfc wed by the slate to kill peo- 
ple wen as threats to national 
security, was probably behind 
the ussavurciiiim attempt But 
one of the defend mis. accused 
of ordering tlic attack, said his 
;um was not to kill Mr. Birdil. 

“I did im give instructions for 
the murder or w< nmding of Akin 
RinLil. My instruction was to 
have liiiti kidnapped anti dien 
get him If' make a press state- 


ment saying he regretted his pm- 
scpiirarist spreches.” a former 
anus sergeant. Ccugiz Fives er. 
was quoted by Anatolia news 
agency as saying. 

Mr. Riniah who w.is present in 
coun in a wlieclchair. i?a promi- 
nent csimpiUencr against torture 
and the anus's forced evacua- 
tion of Kurdish villages in south- 
eastern Turkey. He has been 
repeatedly charged with inciting 
racial IkiIaxJ or separatism for his 


speeches in favour of a peaceful 
solution of the war opposing 
amorvuny-seeking Kurdish 
rebels and government troops. 

"If I had such an intention [of 
murdering Bhdall, 1 bet I would 
have his train splattered on (he 
wall in 24 hours.” Ersevsr told 
the judges, prom pting vivid 
protests from Mr. Bircbi’s 
lawyers who asked the ccun to 
put the defendant's wurtfc 00 
record. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TcL 4773113-19 
» PROGRAMME TWO 

. 15:10 Cartoon — Pro Sum 

15-J0 Small Talk — “Quiz 
• .Show" 

16:00 border Town 

. 16v30 Doe. — Baby It's You 
17:00 Dec. — Skeleton Coast 
Solan 

ISriJO drench Pro gramm es 

— Lcs Occurs Brule’s 

19:00 . Lc Journal 

19:15 .......Trench Programme 

— Fractales 

19J0 „ ..News headlines 

19:35 Step by Step — ’Tom 
Between Two McXhcxs" 

20.-00 What Would You Do? 

2050 -Encounter 



21:10 Mini-series — Hie Tenant 
of Wild Fdl Hall 

22.-00 News in English 

22 JO Feature film — Under 

Cover of Darkness 

0030 EndcfTX. 


PRAYER TIMES 



Fair 

0Sj(7„ 

(Sunrise) Duha 

12:42 

Dtaihr 

1652 

*Asr 


1956. 

21:03 


_Maghrcb 
.‘Isha 


CHURCHES 


St- Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swrifidk Tel 5920740 
Assemblies of Gad Church Tel 
4632785 


St Joseph Church Tel 4624590 
Terra Sanaa Church Tel 
4622366 

Ang&can Giurch Tel. 
4634853W624S11. 

Sl Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TcL 56SS4Q4 
The Evangeficaf Local Church 

in Amman TcL 811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
SL John (he Baptist at De la 
SaDe College TeL 5661757 

Church of the Annunciation 

TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Chord! TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, S wri- 
te* TeL 5920146 
The Unxate Cathofic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The Engfeh-Langoage 

Cathodic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangefioi Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian CaiboBc 

dantfa TeL 771331 
The American Orthodox 

Church TH. 775261 


Buiirtm vupptsnJ hy rv Dk'pcsrt- 
wnr tflU&n -ro &*r. 

It will be hot and wind* north- 
westcriv moderrte w achvc. In 
Aq:tbu. winds will be northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 


Al Ysema pharmacy . 46371)55 
Al Salon pharmacy . 4fc.Y»73H 

S h meh mi p ha rm a cy 4f-?7(tffi 
Nairnckh pharmacy . 4623672 


-.J2J36 


IRBID: 

Dr. L«am<\]SaGh 2JoR5S 

Al Qudc pharmacy .. j — > 


Amman 

Aqaba J7.42 

Deserts 

Jordan ValJev 27’41 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Tariq Kijpwi Q85445 

KhaGTeb pharmacy 9S54J7 


Yesterday's fezh t say o ata rcs: 
Amman ?5, Aqaba 4) Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 35 per cert. 
Aqaba 52 per cert. 

FoDonrag ore tie highest t en ycr- 
amres expected tedr. in the foj- 
k?«.Tng areas: 

Ajtan ... 29 


EMERGENCIES 


Jerash J6 

I'mQays .35 

Madabo .. >1 

Petra — 56 

Dead Sea ....... 41 


U SEFU L 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


WEATHER 


NIGHT IH.TV 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Yahya \bdoi R^aro .4’. ZHTl 
Dc HnflAlTostoq _<T5~25? 

Dt Bader 5353K2 

Dt N»«t Ibrahim — 53S.U3 2 


Food Confer! Cone.... 463“ I ! I 
Civil Defence Department 
.5661111 

Oil Defence Irarrcdirr Rescue 

.4630341 

Gvil Defence Eniapencv. ...199 
Rescue Police l VZ. *4621111. 
4637777 

Fire Brigade 4fi|7l()j 

Bk»:dBarik.... -4*75121 

Highway Mure- 5343402 

Traffic ft&cc . 4*96390 

Public Scanty Dcpt_ . 463^321 

Hotel CompLas* 56fl58U> 

Price Ccraf4jL-a.v___5b61 ! 76 
Water Sewerage 4><T4h" 

Airman Muraspifiri Ccrapkoub 

4TSTJ1S 

Tcfcprionc Infcr mahon (direevvy 

assctmcei 121 

Overseas Calls J0IO23O 


■HP. v . .... ..Tirf.-rV. 

Ccntnil Amnun TriephYic ffi'>i , «3321 

R c P a| i v - 4623IHI ftmp Nirtmn.il Ikhpitnl 

Abdoli Id. Repairs. .. ._*»6hJ lOJ IINVX105(<f) 

Jonlan Tcb mho . .4773 111 Ihn Sma 1 liwpital .. .jOO>«W6732 

Raili).' kmitn 4"74 11! Al Hiktru Modem Ho-ipilul 

Wafer Autb.intv 5fvV4I|ixi itjojmnwi 

i. btcvtncitv Auttv.riiv JS 1 5/> 1 5 pRm . 

Electric power Co 4r*V».htl ' _ 

RJ Ily* InfrxTTUUon. 44-5-00 Wc ^'' ^^iuI 

Quern .\lu inti Ahnit LLS '• - S - S - < ’ 

C rttek C.uholk- t If tspjul 

JCC)272275 

HOSPITALS n,n NiJccs lkls P ,lai 

- <10247100 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Ccnnn: for Ham ,wd Src- Jr' V,' 

aalSmgm - JflTIlS Pmxm Ha> ' 1 Ho>p,Ul ^W 11 

7 ^'™ FOR THE TRAVELLER 
NW Cost Trf QUEEN ALIA 

AIRTORT 

Khabdt Maternity. 4M42M/6 ARRIVALS 

Alilch Mjtemitv 4M244 1 C 

Jaha! Amman Matemiiv 4Si23h2 Royal Jordanian ( KJ ) Fli^b. 

Maltias. J. Amman. .... 4d.V>l4U 07:10 Tehran <RJ) 

Palestine. Shmcisarn ...3h(m71 07iW JJunwoh iRJ) 

Shmcisanj Hospftti 56WM3I 0ft05 SitfurtRJ) 

University Hcnpitil _ ...535.U4.J 10:15 Abu Dhabt, Al 'Ain (KJ) 

Al>\lu.ishcr H« wpial 5oh7227A> UNO .Muscat, Dtibai ( RJ ) 

Al-Ahfa. Al^tali 10:45 Dnlu. Baluam fKJ) 

Italian. Al-Muhopccn 4 i/,] 0i/3 11i5 . — ncinaiKJ) 

AkBasfar.—. -4775 1 i L*2f, 17:00 .Gum (RJ) 

Array. Mska .4i(*)lhIl/I5 Mb45 Kuwait (KJr 

Queen Aka WC2J(yS() 19riX) ..Lnrakm, Frankfurt < KJ i 

^\mal Hospital 5674 155 lOjIO Onc^u, AinstenlmK RJ l 

ZARQA: 2X5* Atabxl (add) (RI» 

Zarqa Gwvl Hctspikil 02:10 Madrid (RJi 


OtlRT nijrhts 


09:00 
1 3.-00 

ij -jn 

14:25 .. 

15:00 
16:10 
16:10 
IX:U5 .. 
19:00 .. 
20-J5.. 
22 JO 
2 M 35 _ 
23:40 .. 
00:55 . 
03:00.... 
04:25 


— .Cano t MS i 

Riyadh i.SV« 

AdenrlYi 

MtauehtLHi 

• lstanhiliTKi 

•Btlirain.Oih.MCF) 

Dubai i LK i 

Kiev «.(.:» 

Pan. r AFi 

Tel Avri (LYi 

Birina t ME • 

LanvkaiCYi 

Amsterdam (Kl.i 

..BucKursttROi 

RometAZi 

.London iBAi 


12:45 
13:00 
13:10 
13:15 
14:05 
21:15 
21:25 
21:40 
22:00 
03 JO 
06 JO 


Kuwoil (RJ> ’ 

-....Geneva. Brussels (RJ) , 

Paris (RIi 

„Cairo (RJ) ■ 

Madrid (RJ) : 

Bahrain. Dohl (RJ) : 

Utlftah (RJ) 1 

..Damascus (Rfi , 

...Abu Dhabi Dubai (RJ) j 

Madrid (RD ; 

^LanacalRJ' : 


Other Flights 


07:25 Frankfurt (IFF 

UH)0 Cairo (MS) 

14:30 ^Rjyalh (SV) 

14:30 -Aden (TY"i 

15:15 Munich <YP) 


R«yul Wings (RW) Flights 
10:20 Aqaba <arri\rag at Q..\Ia 
and proceeding tn Nfaika ..\imnn ) 
iKW) > ’ 

19:20 Tel Aviv tamvimj ai 

UAIAmRWi 

18^0 . Aqaba larrivinjr x \tarka 
Airpnrti (RWl 

23:25 Aqak, tarriving .u M.uka 
AirpnrtHRW) 


!6^X) _...Jstanbul (TK* 

17:20 Doha. Bahrain (C?) 

17:20 ... w...Dubai (HCj 

1W15 JGcv (617 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FEght. 

- Beirut iRjf 

OOriXl Amsterdam .V<r* YivkiRJi 
Hk55 Lvtlk'.i. Mjdnd '.ridiiRj. 

Vienna. Lmdnn rRj« 

Berlin. Fraukl'itn iRji 


21:10 — .......Tel Aviv tUI 

2335 £emS (MEi 

00i40..Bcijui. Amsterdam (KLl 

0155 Bucharest (RO) 

W:00 .Rome (AZ) 

0655 LaroacalCVi 

0750 J>aris(AF) 

09:20 „,.JLondan (BA) 

Royal wings (RW) F^fats 
08:00 .Aqaba (from Nfirka Air- 
pwiMRW) 

095Q_ Aqaha tfitra Marka Aif* 
purtHRWt 

1750 Tel Aviv ifrwn Maria Art- 
poftiKW) 

2150 -Aqaba ( tram O.AIAMR*’* 
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Regent 


receives 

Sarid 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, Monday 
conferred with Israeli Knesset 
"member representing the 
Labour Party Yossi Sarid over 
the current efforts to over- 
come the obstacles feeing the 
peace process. At the meeting, 
attended also by Royal Court 
Chief Fayez Tarawneh, the 
Regent emphasised the need to 
intesify efforts to end the dead- 
lock in the peace process to 
achieve a comprehensive and 
lasting peace based on die 
accords agreed on by the con- 
cerned parties and achieving 
the rights of all parties. Me 
Sand briefed the Regent on his 
party’s stand vis-a^vis the 
developments in the peace 
process reiterating tire Labour 
‘party’s, commitment to the 
peace process and its keenness 
to place it back on track. 
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NAF says decision to cut aid 
to Deir Alla family is ‘old’ 


By SuhaMa’ayeh 
- Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — A National Aid 
Fond (NAF) official yesterday 
refuted allegations tfak a two- 
yea: old NAF decision to end 
ad to a family in a Deir ADa 
region could have inspired the 
family head to set his house od 
fire last weekend. 

Local press reports said that 
Ameen Abdul Mahdi A1 
Dayai, fnm Southern Twal in 
the Deir ADa area, set bis 
boose alight on July 31 after 
the family's monthly financial 
aid was cut off. 

Add Shamayleh, Director 
General of the National Aid 
Fund, told the Iordan limes 


cat’bif twayeasagp. and that 
the man’s decision to set his. 
house on fire was due to 
“ familial disagreements” and 
had no relation to the fact that 
his financial aid bad been cut 


by the NAF. 

According to a local news- 
paper, Ml Dayat set his house 
on fire after the Ministry of 
Social Development suspend- 
ed his financial aid of JD46 pa- 
month, rendering him unable 
to attend to the needs of Ins 
family, which lives in extreme 
poverty. 

‘Mr. Dayat is an employee 
of the malaria section at the 
Ministry of Health and Med- 
ical Care in Deir ADa and 
receives a salary, so there is no 
need for him to receive a sub- 
sidy,” said Dl Shamayleh. 

However, Mu Dayat’s wife 
was quoted by the local daQy 
as saying that the family’s 
already poor fixing conditions 
grew worse after the Ministry 
of SocM Development ended ■ 
its assistance to the family." 

An NAF source" who 
requested anonymity said that 
Mr. Dayat received a JD46 
monthly in financial aid from 


tire NAF between 1994 and 
1996. 

'Two years after he was 
given aid, tire NAF discovered 
that Ml Dayat was an employ- 
ee at the Ministry of Health in 
Deir Alla. As an employee, he 
was not entitled to receive the 
aid. and therefore, it was sus- 
pended” said tire source. 

He also pointed out that Ml 
D ayai owns '25 goats and in 
1996, a tent with fixtures, IS 
blankets and four mattresses 
were disbursed to him by the 
Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment 

The source pointed out that 
the NAF conducted a social 
study after the house was 
burned in order to allocate 
monetary aid for tire family 
since the^r are now without any 
financialsupport as Mn Dayat 
is in ja£ bong detained for 
investigation. He aided that 
tire family received 10 blan- 
kets. 


Jerash Festival 

• Performance by A1 Jed Club cf Jordan ar the South Theatre at 830 pm 

• 'Perfamanre by Azifat Group of Tunisia ar the North Theatre at 8:30 pm 

- Performance by rheHarmounah Group of Jordan atArtimes Theatre at 8:30p.m. 

• Per formanc e by Shenzhen Children’s Ait Ensemble of China ar the Sound and Light Theatre at 
830 pm 

• P erfor ma nces by the Ionian Armed Farces Orchestra (630 pm), Rozana Group of Jarcfan (7:00 
pm ), MLadost Folklore Group of Slovakia (8:00 pan.), the Iraqi National Group (9fl0 pm). Sakumoh 
Group of Zimbabwe (10£0 pm), and UX Five-Star Circus (11:00 pm), at the Forum. 

Lecture 

« “AbOa 1998” by Dl Harold Mare at the American Center of (Mental Research (ACORJ near the 
University of Jordan at 7:00 pm (Tel 534-6117). 

Children’s Play 

• King’s Kids Performance (for chfldnm) at Haya Cultural Centre. Shmeisarri. at 630 pm 

Exhibitions 

• Photo exhibition on India at the Royal Cultural Centre, until Aug. 6. 

• ‘'Exhibition of Arab Sculptors" at the garden of the Weibdeh Muntazah, Jabal Weibdeh, until Aug. 


“The 'small Sculptors Exhibition” at Batata* Art Gallery. Gardens Street (Tel. 5537598), until Aug. 


• Display of products at Jordan Desgri Trade Centre of NocrAlHiissem Foundation, off^ihdiSatja. 

CTeL 5699141/2), until August 6. 


American expert denies reports 


on ongoing water investigation, 
ministry reaffirms water is safe 


AMMAN (J.T.) — American 
water expert Michael Ring Mon- 
day denied reports alleging that he 
submitted a report to the govern- 
ment about the result of his inves- 
tigation about the water pollution 
problem in Jordan. 

“I was amazed to see a report 
attributed to Stanley Consultants 
dated August 3, 1998, published in 
some Jordanian newspapers. I was 
equally amazed to find that these 
newspapers reported that I left 
Amman yesterday in a great 
hurry,” Mr. Ring said. 

T assure you 1 am still here and 
will remain to provide assistance 
to the Water Authority during this 
period," Mr. Ring added. 

Mr. Ring who represents Stanley 
Consultants, employed by the Jor- 
danian government to examine the 
source of water pollution said: “As 
a water treatment expert 

despatched by Stanley Consul- 
tants, 1 want to assure everyone 
including the press that our work is 
still in progress and that no final 
conclusions have yet been 

reached. No report of our work has 
been submitted to the Water 


Authority or the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation, nor do we subscribe 
to the conclusion reported in 
papers headlines.” 

Refuting the allegations pub- 
lished Monday. Mr. Ring said: 
“These headlines are wrong and 
are misleading to the public. The 
reports in the newspapers are 
based on incomplete data and do 
not accurately reflect the situa- 
tion.” 

Stanley Consultants is a profes- 
sional and respectable consulting 
firm with a long history of 
involvement with the Amman 
water supply system. 

Mr. Ring concluded by saying 
that “we cannot and will not be 
party to such misleading reports.” 
Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Health and Medical Care Monday 
issued a statement about the 
reports on water as published in 
the daily newspapers, reaffirming 
its earlier statements concerning 
tbe water situation. 

It said that the Ministry’s state- 
ment was supported by the World 
Health Organisation and Mr. Ring. 
In a statement Monday, the min- 


istry reaffirmed that water treated 
at Zai Water Treatement Plant and_ 
pumped for human consumption is* 
fit for humans in terms of germs 
content which is within the inter- 
nationally-accepted levels. The 
ministry said it is continuing its 
tests, which proved so far that the 
water does not contain any chemi- 
cals beyond the health safety level 
as was proved by the Royal Scien- 
tific Society (RSS). 

Additionally, the ministry said 
that after studying tbe microscopic 
analyses conducted on samples of 
water coming out from Zai, the 
RSS proved that water contains 
dead larvae which are not parasitic 
and not harmful to health. As a 
precautionary measure, the min- 
istry has asked the public to boil 
the water before drinking. 

The ministry also said that no 
increase in diarrhoea cases in any 
part of tbe Kingdom, intending 
western Amman had been reported 
and that all those cases were below 
the minim um level compared with 
the same period for the last five 
years. 

The ministry said it is examining 


water in the resources and the dis- 
tribution networks as well as in 
residences in the Kingdom. 

The ministry is daily paying field 
visits to Zai Station to determine 
the cause of the problem; tbe 
resources that brought about this 
problem; an explanation for the 
colour, .odour and taste of water; 
tbe ways to establish a precaution- 
ary system at water stations that 
can warn against any change of 
water quality; guarantees that such 
a problem will not recur; the pro- 
posed solutions for the long and 
short terms to the current situation 
at Zai. The ministry reiterated that 
water coming from Zai is not 
harmful -and called on the citizens 
to boil water for two minutes 
before use it as a precautionary 
measure. 

Meanwhile, Minister of Water 
and Irrigation Munthir Haddadin 
said that maintenance of Zai is 
under way and is almost finished. 

During an interview with Jordan 
Television, Dr. Haddadin said the 
ministry increased pumping to 
western Amman as of .Sunday 
night. 


Labour minister calls for 
greater occupational safety 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
three-day seminar on the 
dangers, handling and 
storage of chemical sub- 
stances opened in 
Amman Monday with 
the participation of rep- 
resentatives of tbe con- 
cerned private and public 
organisations. 

Participants are 

reviewing several work- 
ing papers dealing with 
legislation on occupa- 
tional health and safety, 
regulations and direc- 
tions contained in the 
Jordanian Labour Law 
and the role of supervi- 
sors ■ of • occupational ■■ 
safety in industrial busi- 
nesses. 

Addressing the opening 
session of this seminar 
which was organised by 
the Ministry of Labour in 
conjunction with the 
International Labour 
Organisation (ELQ), 
Minister of Labour 
Mahdi Farhan said this 
seminar conforms with 
the ministry’s concern to 
reduce occupational 
injuries, some of which 
have led to death. 

Dr. Farhan said the 
ministry wants to see 
that workers at different 
industrial and other busi- 
nesses enjoy occupation- 
al safety and receive 
weekend leaves, and be 
provided with the neces- 
sary means to increase 
production. 

Dr. Farhan said the 
ministry is determined to 
apply the law firmly and 
to impose penalties 
ag ains t violators to deter 



Mahdi Farhan 

any violation of the regu- 
lations. 

He said labour inspec- 
tors are required to visit 
the institutions, farms 
and factories throughout 
the Kingdom to inspect 
the health and social 
condition of the workers 
and to warn against 
sources of danger. ‘ 

Dr. Farhan called on 
institutions to open the 
way for Jordanian job 
seekers and give them 
priority over non- Jorda- 
nians in employment. 

Dr. Taleb Rifai, who 
represented the ILO at 
the meeting held at the 
Amman Chamber of 
Industry, pointed out that 
the seminar was one in a 
series of meetings which 
the ILO is organising in 
cooperation with the 
government to help 
achieve the organisa- 
tion's objectives of 
improving the workplace 
environment. 
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By M anther Murjan 
Special to the Jordan Times 

JERASH — With a pair of eyes 
filled with life, the energy of a 
teen and a child-like smile, Mi mi 
Farab — also known as “Grand- 
ma” a famous children’s artist 
from neighbouring Lebanon — 
captured the hearts and minds of 
not only the young ones but their 
elders too. 

T am a child at heart,” was the 
artist’s own self-description. 

"T love working for children, I 
love the feeling of being a child, I 
love them for their innocence and 
I express my love for children in 
.my art,” she continued. 

-Ms. Farah has been in her line of 
work since the early eighties, 
recreating classic children’s tales 
and performs them to unassuming 
young audiences who become an 
integral part of the play-acting. 

This year at 17th Jerash Festival 
of Ait and Culture, the Light and 
Sound Theatre has seen a number 
of works dedicated to children 


among, them Ms. Farah’s show 
titled “Jad and Grandma’s tales.” 

The idea of the show is to 
encourage children to go “back to 
books” since in the age of high 
tech, most have abandoned the art 
of reading for the sake of modem 
visual media. 

Grandma’s mission is executed 
through “a lot of literary figures 
such as Pinocchio or the Three 
Little Pigs dancing and singing on 
stage in an interactive form,” said 
Ms. Farah. Four actresses accom- 
pany Grandma on stage. 

The responses to her works 
were more than positive and the 
turn out to see Jad and Grandma 
on the second day was a testament 
to the attractiveness of Grandma’s 
QCL 

“So far this is one of the highest 
number of people coming to the 
Light and Sound Theatre I have 
seen,” said one security guards at 
the sight. 

S ami r ah Jubor, a mother of 
three who brought her children to 
see the play said was impressed. 


“We do not have this type of 
theatre in Jordan. The use of 
music, words, and dancing is so 
imaginative,” she said. “Yet it is 
so educational.” 

From beginning to end, one can 
sense the level of proficiency of 
the work by the audience’s active 
responses. Theatre goers spared 
no opportunity to sing, clap or 
even imitate the howling of the 
wind when Grandma asked them 
to do so. 

“This reminds me of my child- 
hood,” said Khalid Kanan, a pho- 
tographer who brought his three- 
year-old son to enjoy the show. 
'My mother used to tell me sto- 
ries just like these.” he said. 

T believe that this type of art is 
valuable to everyone, young or 
old,” said Ms. Jubor. ‘They can 
teach everyone about good, 
important values such as honesty, 
courage, love of life and ani- 
mals.” 

These were precisely Grand- 
ma's intentions she started her 
band a decade ago. 


“Because they are innocent. I 
want to help them remain inno- 
cent,” said Ms. Farah. 

However, some had their own 
doubts about tbe benefits to all. 

Ms. Farah said the show in gen- 
eral affects children of different 
age groups in different ways and 
that nearly every child conies out 
with something even if it just the 
name of a famous wooden doll, 
known for his tall tales, “Pinno- 
chio.” 

For almost two hours everyone 
who was a part of that celebration 
of childhood — both viewers and 
actors — was transported to a 
world of light, music, and colour- 
ful costumes, in addition co a 
magical world of fairy tales and 
stories that have mesmerised and 
enchanted milli ons of children 
over hundreds, may be even thou- 
sands, of years. 

The troupe came from Lebanon, 
and made a distinctive perfor- 
mance at Jerash and will be return 
home after four days of a magnet- 
ic showing. 


Women activists examine 
changing marriage law 


By Rana Hussenri 

Jordan limes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian women 
activists, who have recently 
launched a nation-wide campaign 
to raise fee le gal age Of marriage 
to 18 for both sexes, Monday said 
they are studying the possibility of 
changing le gislatio n concerning 
marriage. 

Current legislation allows 
females to marry at the age of 15 
and men at 16, one factor sociolo- 
gists have blamed fix rising 
divorce rales. 

Recent repots have indicated 
rhflf early marriages are among 
the leading causes of divorce, 
with 86 per cent of separation 
occurring among couples who 
married before reaching the age of 
21 . 

Jordanian Women Union 
(JWU) president Amneh Zou’bi 
said that the union has finished 
coflecting more titan the neces- 
sary number of signatures winch, 
'then “will be referred to tbe gov- 
ernment aod derision makers." 

Ms. Zou’bi said the signatures 
and demands wfll be submitted to 


national institutions such as tbe 
Jordanian National Committee 
for Women and die National Task 
Faroe for Children, for consulta- 
tion. 

“After consulting tbe recom- 
mendations arid demands by these 
national organisations, our 
demands will then be referred to 
tbe Parliament and session for 
endorsement” she said. 

She told the Jordan Times on 
Monday that tins was the final 
phase of tbe campaign, winch 
included a survey in government 
schools and several workshops 
and awareness lectures in gover- 
norates and government schools. 
*-• T: -general people^ -were sup- 
portive of our campaign, bur we 
sensed some frustration by indi- 
viduals who believe thai it will be 
very hard to amend the marriage 
age legislation,” she asserted. 

However, she maintained, “we 
believe that it is our duty to sound 
the bell and even if we do not suc- 
ceed, tins will pave the way for 
other hw riflffias and indi viduals in 
the future to Veep pushing for 
these demands.” 


In a recent workshop held on 
‘‘Marriage Age,” religious leaders 
and activists added tbrir voices to 
those of women activists who 
want to raise die legal age of mar- 
riage, stressing that “it will ensure 
a solid family ." 

Other negative aspects of tying 
the knot too early, according to 
participants of the May workshop, 
are that it deprives women of far- 
ther education, which in some 
cases prevents them from being 
aware of rights and allows their 
husbands to manipulate their des- 
tinies and status, which in die end 
will result in divorce. 

‘ • Activists and supporters also 
argued that since 18 is considered 
the minimum age at which citi- 
zens can exercise most political 
and civil rights, the same criterion 
should be applied to marriage. 

fa addition physicians warned 
that early marriages could also 
make birth spacing less effective. 

According to Ms. Zou’bi, tins 
campaign was made possible by 
tire collaboration and support of 
several national and international 

organisations. 


Associations end boycott 
of leading newspaper 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The profes- 
sional associations Mon- 
day decided to end a near- 
ly a month-long boycott of 
AI Ra'i Arabic daily. 

The decision was takeD 
by the association’s coun- 
cil ar an emergency three- 
bour meeting held at the 
Professional Associations 
Complex, according to the 
council president Hassan 
Jaber. 

Speaking to journalists 
after the meeting, Mr. 
Jaber said that a statement 
published on the front page 
or Al Ra’i daily Sunday 
clearly reflects the paper’s 


anti-normalisation posi- 
tion. 

This position was backed 
by the Jordan Press Asso- 
ciation which stressed that 
Al Ra’i will remain 
opposed to normalisation 
[with Israeli, he added. 

The professional associa- 
tions, a . driving force of 
opposition to normalisa- 
tion of ties with Israel, last 
month initiated a boycott 
against Al Ra’i for the pub- 
lication of an 
advertisement for Israel’s 
national carrier, El Al. 

Mr. Jaber also announced 
that the professional asso- 
ciation’s council also 
decided at their meeting 
not to participate in a sem- 


inar on professional unions 
in Jordan which is organ- 
ised by the Al Urdus Al 
Jadid Studies Centre. 

Mr. Jaber said tbe coun- 
cil discussed the water 
issue in Amman and has 
decided to raise this matter 
with the government at 
every possible level. 

He said the council 
praised tbe efforts of the 
engineers and medical 
associations in the water 
crisis and requested that 
they pursue their efforts 
and report to the council 
about any developments so 
that it can adopt a unified 
stand in this regard. 


Water bottlers in quandary 


(Continued from page 1) 

and are willing to pay any 
price,” said the owner of a 
supermarket in Sweifiyeb. 

“Before the crisis, cases 
of bottled water used to 
lie on the pavement out- 
side our supermarket 
gathering dust and wait- 
ing for buyers who could 
afford to spend extra 
money on bottled water,” 
he said. 

“We are getting boxes of 
water everyday” but the 
merchandise does not last 
for more than five min- 
utes,” he added. 

Many residents said the 
government has not suc- 
ceeded in calming their 
fears because no official 
statements have been 
made on the source of the 


recent pollution. 

“Everyday we see 
reports in the media pre- 
pared by independent 
quarters that talk about 
algae, worms and fecal 
coliforms in our sources 
of water supply while we 
do not hear a response 

from the government,” 
said Aminah Muallem, a 
teacher. “I wish' they 
would say something.” 

The Lower House’s 
Committee on Water and 
Agriculture, in a report to 
be formally published on 
Tuesday, blamed the foul- 
smelling water on extra 
quantities of algae coming 
from two main sources of 
supply — Lake Tiberias 
and die Yarmouk River. 

On signing a peace 
treaty with Israel in 1994, 


Jordan made an agree- 
ment with Israel to store 
50 million cubic metres of 
its water in the lake each 
winter which is reclaimed 
in the summer. 

The water ministry said 
last week it would take 
legal action against those 
found negligent. 

The government on 
Sunday announced addi- 
tional water cuts because 
of overload at the Zai 
plant further angered 
water-needy citizens. 
Under the new water 
pumping schedule, each 
house will receive water 
only once a week instead 
of twice. 
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Serbs press attacks in Kosovo 


after vowing that offensive is over 


PRISTINA. Yugoslavia 

(API — Government forces 
overran another ethnic 
Albanian stronghold 

Monday and pressed their 
attacks elsewhere in the sep- 
aratist Kosovo province. 

Serb military sources said 
police entered S monies 

early Monday after shelling 
the village near the 
Albanian border for days. 
The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, 
said at least a dozen rebel 
fighters were killed. 

Serb sources also said 
troops continued to lay 
siege to another border vil- 
lage, Junik. Independent 
media in the Yugoslav capi- 
tal Belgrade said most 
Kosovo Liberation Army 
fighters had slipped out of 
the village for sanctuaries in 
nearby Albania, leaving a 


few dozen insurgents who 
have encircled their posi- 
tions with land mines. 

The reports could not be 
independently confirmed. 
But Albanian sources said 
fighting continued Monday 
in at least three areas of the 
rebellious province, scenes 
of heavy clashes during the 
weekend. 

Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic told a 
European Union delegation 
Thursday that the govern- 
ment's latest offensive 
against separatists in the 
Kosovo province was over. 

However, over the week- 
end, government forces sys- 
tematically targeted homes 
of Albanian civilians, dri- 
ving them away with gun- 
fire and then torching and 
loodng the abandoned 
dwellings. 


The campaign to drive 
Albanian civilians from 
their homes is reminiscent 
of “ethnic cleansing’' — the 
forcible removal of rival 
ethnic groups that marked 
conflicts in the former 
Yugoslav republics of 
Bosnia and Croatia earlier 
this decade. 

Mr. Milosevic has 
promised to restore 
Kosovo's autonomy, which 
he cancelled in 1989. But he 
and major world powers 
oppose independence for 
Kosovo. where ethnic 
Albanians outnumber Serbs 
by 9-to-l . 

Kosovo is located in 
southern Serbia, the domi- 
nant of two republics that 
make up the remainder of 
Yugoslavia. 

Sunday, the KLA said 
Serb police shelled about 13 


ethnic Albanian villages in 
the Drenica region west of 
Pristina, forcing civilians to 
flee For their lives and then 
setting their houses on fire. 

Eight Albanians were 
reported killed. the 
Albanian-run Kosovo 
Information Centre said 
Sunday. Serb sources said 
two policemen were killed 
and two others wounded in 
fighting at Prilep near the 
Albanian border. 

Friday. Mr. Milosevic 
assured U.S. envoy 

Christopher Hill that tens of 
thousands of ethnic 

Albanians displaced by the 
fighting could return to their 
homes and international 
relief organisations could 
assist them. 

In Albania's capital, 

Tirana, a Kosovo Albanian 
party accused the Serb-led 


Yugoslav government of 
trying “to make it impossi- 
ble " for thousands of 
Albanians to return to their 
homes.'' The statement was 
issued by the Albanian 
Democratic Movement, 
whose leader. Mehmet 
Hajrizi, has been mentioned 
os a key figure in a planned 
Albanian team that U.S. 
diplomats hope can negoti- 
ate Kosovo's future with 
Mr. Milosevic. 

KLA leaders are expected 
to announce this week 
whether they will accept a 
U.S. plan for Albanian 
politicians to enter peace 
talks with Mr. Milosevic. 
The current Serb offensive 
appears designed to deliver 
a strong blow against the 
rebels and force them to 
negotiate from a position of 
weakness. 


Rescuers may call off 
search for Austrian miners 


LAS5ING. Austria (R) — 
Rescuers Monday considered 
whether to call off a 17-day 
search for survivors in a 
caved-in Austrian mine after 
failing to find 10 missing 
men in an air pocket where 
they were thought to be. 

The rescue team had been 
clinging to hopes of finding at 
least some of the men in a so- 
called “dome" or hollow 130 
metres down — and were try- 
ing to determine if anyone 
could possibly still be alive 
elsewhere in the mud-filled 
mine. 

An announcement was 
planned for 1500 GMT. 

"A medical evaluation will 
decide if there is a theoretical 
chance that anyone could still 
be alive somewhere in the 
pit." rescue operation 
spokesman Alfred Zee filing 
told reporters in the Alpine 


village of Lassing. southwest 
of Vienna. 

“The relatives will then be 
the first to be informed." 
Hopes of finding survivors 
were raised a week ago when 
another miner who had been 
given up for dead after a col- 
lapse was pulled out 
unscathed after 10 days 
underground. 

But those hopes were all 
but dashed Sunday when no 
one was found in the hollow 
that was the most likely 
refuge. 

A video camera and a 
microphone lowered into (he 
cavity down a specially bored 
20-cm shaft failed lo register 
anyone dead or alive. The 
camera was sent down again 
early Monday with stronger 
lights but to no avail. 

“There is nobody down 
there." said Leopold 


Abraham, a drilling expert 
from oil and chemicals group 
OcMV. 

The lost miners were a res- 
cue party who descended into 
the mine to try to find a col- 
league who had been trapped 
by a cave-in 60 metres down 
— but then found themselves 
swallowed up in a much big- 
ger collapse. 

The miner they had been 
looking for. 24-year-old 
Georg Hainzi. emerged on 
July 26 in remarkably good 
health. 

There has been heavy criti- 
cism in Austria of die res- 
cuers' slowness, apparent 
indecision and lack of coordi- 
nation in w hai is the country's 
worst post-war mining disas- 
ter. 

The government will dis- 
cuss lessons to be learned 
from the effort on Aug. 20. 


Trial of S. Africa’s 
biological warfare 
expert postponed 


Cuban exile said he lied to New 
York Times about bombings links 


MIAMI (API — Militant 
exile Luis Posada CamJes 
sad he lied to The New York 
Times when he told the news- 
paper that an influential 
Cuban exile group financed a 
bombing campaign in Cuba 
directed against Fidel Castro. 

"I disinformed The New 
York Times." Mr. Posada told 
journalist Maria Elvira 
Salazar in an interview broad- 
cast Sunday by CBS 
Tdcnoticias. a Spanish lan- 
siuacc news station owned bv 
CBS. The Miami Herald 
reported details of the broad- 
cast Monday 

Mr. Posada said he was try- 
ing to protect the identities of 
those who actually helped 
him pay for and plan the ter- 
rorist attacks. 

In articles published last 
month, the Tunes quoted Mr. 
Posada as saying his bombing 
campaign in Cuba was 
financed by the Cuban 
American National 

Foundation and its late leader. 
Jorge Mas Canosa. 

Mr. Posada told Ms. Salazar 


he lied to the Times because 
its reporters seemed to be on 
the trail of the attacks' real 
backers. He would not identi- 
fy tire real backers. 

“If you're working on intel- 
ligence or clandestine tilings, 
when you see that the blame 
or the "weight of the informa- 
tion is about to hurt someone, 
you divert that information 
towards a person w ho cannot 
be hurt." he said. 

“Jorge Mas was dead, and 
he could not he hurt by am 
legal action ... for having 
helped the Cuban cause.'' he 
said 

New York Times Foreign 
Editor Andrew Rosenthal said 
he was satisfied his newspa- 
per's story quoted Mr. Posada 
correct! > and added that the 
story noted thai some of hi> 
claims could not be indepen- 
dently confirmed. 

“He said what he said." Mr. 
Rosenthal said. “And the ani-' 
dc ... talked in some detail 
about the limitations of our 
interview and pointed out that 
some of his comments were 


confirmable and some were , 
not." 

Mr. Posada said the Times 
should not have published his 
comments on Mas Canosa 
based on his words alone. 

Mr. Posada told the Times 
he is responsible for organis- 
ing a series of bombings last 
scar at hotels, nightclubs and 
restaurants in Cuba. One blast 
killed an Italian tourist. 

In the latest interview. Mr. 
Posada, T 0. did nor back off 
the claim he was responsible 
for the bombings 

Immediately after the sto- 
ries were published, the 
Cuban American National 
Foundation asked the Times 
to retract the portions that 
linked the Miami-based 
group and Mas Canosa lo the 
bombings. 

Mr. Posada also told CBS 
Tdenoticias he is m contact 
with dissatisfied military offi- 
cer* inside Cuba- mostly 
colonels, and is planning sab- 
otage attack*, against the 
Castro regime in the near 
future. 


PRETORIA (AFP) — The 
trial of South Africa's 
chemical and biological 
warfare expert Wouier 
Basson on fraud and drug- 
related charges was post- 
poned Monday to March 
24 next year. 

Mr. Basson. head of the 
apartheid government's 
chemical and biological 
warfare programme. 

“Project Coast”, appeared 
in Pretoria Regional Court 
charged with possession of 
the illegal drugs Ecstasy 
and M and rax. and multi- 
million dollar fraud. 

In January last year Mr. 
Basson was arrested, after 
allegedly trying to sell 
around SI 0.000 worth of 
Ecstasy tablets to a buyer. 

Last October, Mr. Basson 
was arrested again on fraud 
charges involving at least 
30 million rands ($5 mil- 
lion ). allegedly committed 
when he headed “Project 
Coast" in the 1 9S0v 

He was released on bail 
in both cases. 

Last week, the 48-year- 
old scientist reluctantly tes- 


tified before the Truth and 
Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC) about 
the programme, after los- 
ing a High Court bid to 
avoid giving evidence. 

But he spent much of his 
evidence refusing lo 
answer questions about 
"Project Coast" on the 
grounds that he risked prej- 
udicing his criminal trial. 

He also denied claims by 
his peers, in earlier evi- 
dence lo the TRC. that he 
had spearheaded research 
into a vaccine to sterilise 
blacks and a bacteria that 
would kill only black peo- 
ple. 

As head of “Project 
Coast". Mr. Basson was 
responsible for infiltrating 
foreign countries in a bid to 
obtain technological know- 
how for South Africa's 
chemical and biological 
warfare capability. 

In 1993 the Office for 
Serious Economic 

Offences bunched an 
investigation into Mr. 
Hasson's alleged misuse of 
state funds. 



South Koreans in Wangi village in the Mount Chin's Piyagol Valley |ook at a bridge 
which was washed away during flash floods. So far 43 people have been continued 
dead, with 52 still missing as a result of the floods (Reuters photo) 


Korean rescuers battle 
time to search for survivors 


SEOUL ( AFP ) — Tens of 
thousands of South 
Korean rescuers battled 
against time and the threat 
of more rainfall to find 
survivors of flash floods 
as the number of casual- 
ties surged to more than 
100 . 

Soldiers. firefighters 
and police recovered 
seven bodies in emer- 
gency operations Monday, 
raising the confirmed 
death toll to 5 1 . 

The Central Disaster 
Agency (CD A) listed 45 
as missing, but rescuers 
feared more had been 
swept away by fresh 
floods overnight as tor- 
rential rains moved up 
from South Korea's 
southern Mount Chin 
national park. 

Television stations pul 
the number of those miss- 
ing or dead at up to 110. 

Some 70 holidaymakers 
were trapped Monday by 
a swollen river, 70 kilo- 
metres northwest of Chiri. 

“We arc continuing the 
search, but bad weather is 
slowing things down.*' a 
CDA official said. “We 
are also worried that fur- 
ther rainfall will hurt 
more people and further 
damage property." 

The massive three-day 
rescue operation is still 
centred in the Chiri park 
where some 60 campers 
were swept away by 
floods early Saiurday. he 


said. 

Most of the victims 
were campers who had 
been sleeping in tents by 
the rivers and valleys of 
the Chiri park without 
being prepared for flash 
floods. 

A rescue helicopter 
crashed early Monday 
while trying to reach 39 
college students trapped 
by torrents for three days 
near the mountain, leav- 
ing five firefighters seri- 
ously injured. 

“The helicopter sudden- 
ly lost control, while fly- 
ing low, and was capsized 
after hitting a rice paddy." 
a witness told Yonhap 
news agency. 

One firefighter was 
killed and two of his col- 
leagues injured during 
rescue and recovery oper- 
ations Sunday. 

The bodies found 
Monday were entangled 
in muddy riverbanks 
downstream, prompting 
rescuers to expand opera- 
tions into the sea. Marime 
police dispatched 21 boats 
to comb the south coast. 

Latest figures showed 
that 1.692 lives have so 
far been saved with some 
189 people left homeless. 
Property damage has also 
surged to S52 million. 

The Central 

Meteorological Office has 
been swamped with calls 
by angry' protesters who 
blasted weathermen for 


failing to issue timely 
warnings. 

“My friends and l fell 
asleep without any wor- 
ries as we were not alerted 
to the rain by anyone,” the 
Korea Times quoted Lee 
Chung-Shik. a 27-year- 
old survivor, as saying. 

“I was awakened by a 
roar, got out of my tent 
and saw a raging torrent 
of water threatening to 
engulf my tent." he said. 

Frogmen and fire fight- 
ers using rubber boats and 
ropes have combed rocky 
valleys and swollen rivers 
in the resort area where 
floods swept away some 
60 campers and holiday- 
makers early Saturday. 

Soldiers have mobilised 
cranes and other equip- 
ment to search for bodies. 
Television footage 

showed fire fighters 
plucking survivors out of 
submerged tents. 

President Kim Dae-Jung 
ordered an all-out rescue 
effort Monday, a 
spokesman said, adding 
he also ordered the an- 
emment to come up wflh 
measures to prevent fur- 
ther damage during this 
holiday season as more 
torrential rainfall is 
expected in the southern 
province. 

The rain has destroyed 
scores of bridges and 
roads in ChoTla and 
Kyongsang provinces. 



U.K. to host international conference on child abuse 


LONDON <R> — Britain is 
to stage an international 
conference aimed at 
stamping out child prosti- 
tute-* and the paedophile 
tourists « ho prey nn them. 
Foreign Office Minister 
Derek Farchett said 
Monday. 

“VVe need a real Interna- 
tiona! programme to tackle 
the dreadful problem of 
child abuse — a pmblcm 
than knows no borders." 
he said 

Children's charities say 
that one milium children 
enter the global sex market 
every year and that in Asia 
alone." more than 650.000 


children under the age of 
16 work as prostitutes. 

Mr. Patched, returning 
from a visit the 

Philippines and South 
Korea, announced that 
Britain was bringing 
together health, social wel- 
fare and police experts 
from 25 countries for the 
conference from Oct. 6-8. 

He stressed the need for 
police forces both to deter 
and delect the “sex 
tourists" who go abroad 
specifically to pick up ami 
abuse children driven into 
prostitution by poverty. 

“Wc need to remember 
that this is a problem we 


have in the West and also 
export.” he said in a .state- 
ment. 

The conference is intend- 
ed to pul in place schemes 
to allow police forces in 
Europe and Asia to share 
more intelligence. 

British police have 
already provided training 
for Filipino officers in 
Manila in identifying and 
countering child "prostitu- 
tion and pornography and 
have run similar courses in 
Thailand and Sri Lanka. 

After the conference, it is 
intended that a website Tor 
prosecuting authorities and 
police will include a quick 


guide on Asian and 
F.uropcun child sex crime 
legislation. 

Social welfare workers 
from Europe and Asia will 
also go on exchange pro- 
grammes and share much 
more information on pre- 
venting abuse and rehabili- 
tating victims. 

A horrified Mr. Fatchctt 
saw at first hand what the 
international paedophile 
trade can do to its victims 
when he visited the Manila 
Children's Hospital. 

"Many of the people 
using these young children 
arc now from Western 
Europe and that is whv we 


have the responsibility. 

Seeing that problem 
brings it home to you in a 
very shocking way," Mr. 
Fatchctt told BBC Radio. 

“Working together across 
the boundaries of our 
regions, we can contend 
with these problems and 
make a real difference to 
children and their fami- 
lies." he added. 

The conference will 
bring together the 15 mem- 
ber states of the European 
Union with Brunei. China. 
Indonesia. Japan. South 
Korea. Malaysia, (he 
Philippines. Singapore. 
Thailand and Vietnam. 


Blair rejects free flight criticism 


Irish talks to resolve new parade dispute continue 


-ONDON (R) — British 
Yime Minister Tony Blair 
Monday rejected criticism for 
lying off cm his holidays on a 
»lane normally reserved for 
he royal family and for offi- 
ial trips by senior ministers. 
Mr. Blair, his wife Cherie 
ind their three children trav- 
eled on a Royal Air Force jet 
o Italy Saturday and lunched 
vith Italian Premier Romano 
Yodi in Bologna before stati- 
ng a two-week family holi- 
lay in Tuscany. 

Sir. Blair's Downing Street 
iffice said the arrangement, 
indcr which Mr. Blair did not 
ay for his seat, was normal 
ractice since he would be 
Teeting foreign leaders dur- 
ig his holiday. A spokesman 
dded that the rest of Mr. 
Hair's family bad paid for 
tcir seats. 

Mr. Blair's Conservative 
redecessors. Margaret 


Thatcher and John Major, had 
used an RAF jet every year 
since I9S9 to fly off on holi- 
day. he said. 

’There has been absolutely 
no change whatsoever to ihc 
arrangements.” the 

spokesman said. “The prime 
minister is scrupulous in 
observing the rules in the*: 
matters." 

But The Sun newspaper 
attacked Mr. Blair for taking a 
“freebie" and the left-leaning 
Minor, normally a staunch 
supporter of Mr. Blair and his 
Labour government, said the 
prime minister appeared to be 
developing “a worrying taste 
for the trappings of power". 

Mr. Blair was also criticised 
over reports that a proposed 
cost-cutting plan to share a 
plane with Queen Elizabeth 
for royal and official visits has 
been blocked because the tw o 
cannot agree on the size of the 


plane. 

Buckingham Palace is 
reported to favour a 1 9- sealer 
long haul executive jet- But 
Mr. Blair's office is said to 
prefer a much larger plane 
with space for aides, security 
staff and journalists similar to 
that used by the U.S. presi- 

deriL 

“This is piair. crazy. How 
decs the prime minister imag- 
ine that voters will react to 
such luxuries?' asked the 
Mirror in an editorial. 

But Mr. Blair's office sad it 
had not expressed a view on 
the optimum size of a new 
plane and (haT Buckingham 
Palace was keeping it 
informed of a royal travel 
review it was conducting sim- 
ply as a matter of courtesy. 

“It is nonsense to suggest 
that we're asking for a bigger 
aircraft" a spokesman said. 


LONDONDERRY (AFP) 
— Talks in Northern Ireland 
between marchers and 
Roman Catholic* to diffuse 
renewed tension over a com- 
ing Protestant Apprentice 
boys parade continued 
Monday amid the dchm of a 
weekend bomb attack. 

Concern that Saturday's 
parade in the province's sec- 
ond city. Londonderry, could 
descend into public disorder 
prompted the two communi- 
ties ti > begin discussions con- 
ducted via mediators ut the 
weekend. 

The pnninte's indepen- 
dent Parades Commission, 
which arbitrates on mutes 
and d.Ucs for Protestant 
parades, said it would prefer 
the two sides to resolve their 
disagreements themselves. 

A spokesman sjjj ihc 
commission would not he 
make any ruling while the 
two sides continued discus- 
sions. adding that he expect- 


ed them to do so for the 
“next few days.” 

“Wc would not do any- 
thing which might jeopar- 
dise these talks.” he said. 

The dispute, as with all 
parade controversies, centres 
on the route Tor Saturday’s 
march, one of the hist 
attended of Utc 2 - 3.000 held 
in Northern Ireland every 
year. 

The 10.000 monitors 
expected wanr to follow their 
traditional route around the 
ancient city walls, marking 
the day in 1689 when a 
group of Protestant appren- 
Uses saved die city by shut- 
ting die town gates on die 
advancing Catholic forces of 
King James II 

But below the walls lies 
the Catholic Bogsidc hous- 
ing estate, and year after year 
residents try to have the 
p;irnde rerouted, accusing 
marchers of triumphalism 
and underlining sectarian 


divisions. 

The parade is made up of 
groups front Apprentice 
Boys organisations and the 
Protestant Orange Otxlcr. 
which lakes its name from 
James’ eventual victor, the 
Protestant King William of 
Orange. 

In iIk- past the 
I-ondondcrry march has 
proved a flashpoint for 
clashes, and even riots, 

I -as I year, a compromise 
was forged in which IfX) 
marchers were allowed to 
walk the city walls, but the 
day was still marred by spo- 
radic violence. 

Saturday, tension was 
exacerbated in Nortltcrn 
Ireland when sus|tccied 
hardline pro-imitcd Ireland 
paramilitaries, who refuse to 
join (he year-old Irish 
Republican Amty (IRAl 
ceasefire, set oil' a car bomb 
in a town centre. 

The 225-kiIngrainme 


explosion in Banbridge. 
-southwest of Belfast, injured 
35 people, mainly shoppers. 

Also at the weekend. 
David Nichnll 0 f the Ulster 
Democratic Party — which 
has links to Protestant para- 
militaries — said he intend- 
ed to bring 500 hardline pro- 
British rule unionists into 
Londonderry Saturday. 

Faced with such a fraught 
atmosphere, the two sides 
spent the weekend in talks at 
a secret location wiih offi- 
cers from the Pamdcs 
Commission acting as medi- 
ator. 

Gregory Campbell, a local 
councillor for the hardline 
nemocralic Unionist. 
(DuP) in Londonderry, said 
be believed n ruling would 
not be made for some davs 
“It may well be the end of 
the week before farther 
progress is made.'* he .said 
"It ls a hit difficult at this 
Mage to envisage an out- 


come that would be satisfac- 
tory to those of us that want 
a peaceful parade as wc nor- 
mally had and those, some o! 
whom seem absolutely 
determined to have a disrup- 
tive day.” 

He added he was "hope- 
ful" rather than “optimistic'' 
of a deal. 

Last month a stand-off 
between Orangemen and 
security forces barring their 
route through a Catholic area 
of Portadown. southwest ot 
Belfast, caused a week-long 
explosion of violence. 

This culminated in the 
death of three young boys 
Irom a mixed Protestant* 
Catholic home in a suspect” 
cd Protestant fircbombims. 
which police blamed directly 
on the atmosphere generated 
hy Portadown, 

Intermittent rounds of talks 
Portadown Orangemen and 
Catholics have so fur failed 
to produce a deal. 
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Militant students stage a die-in protest in front of the presidential palace in Manila where a meeting between U.S. 
Defence Secretary W ill ia m Cohen and President Joseph Estrada was being held. The protestors denounced Mr. 
Cohen’s visit during which talks are being held with Philippine officials to discuss a pending agreement on the 
resumption of military exercises, between Philippines and the United States (Renters photo) 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, August 4, 1998 


Cohen: No nuclear weapons on 
U.S. ships in exercises with Manila 


MANILA (AP) — U.S. 
Secretary of Defence 
William Cohen guaranteed 
Monday ’ that U.S. ships 
joining any future joint mil- 
itary exercises in the 
Philippines will not carry 
nuclear weapons. 

An agreement that would 
allow a resumption of joint 
exercises has been opposed 
by . several influential 
Philippine groups, includ- 
ing the Roman Catholic 
Church. Critics say it 
would infringe on 
Philippine sovereignty, pro- 
mote 1 prostitution and 
endanger Filipinos if 
nuclear weapons are carried 
on board U.S. ships or 
planes. 

As Mr. Cohen met 
Monday with his Philippine 
counterpart, Orlando 
Mercado, about 25 activists 
demonstrated outside the 
military headquarters to 
protest the pact, called the 
Visiting Forces Agreement. 

Mr. Cohen said he told 
Philippine officials that no 
ships or submarines in the 


exercises would carry 
nuclear weapons, and that 
the training would focus 
initially on humanitarian 
aid such as flood control or 
disaster relief. 

Military ties with the 
United ' States have 
remained a sensitive issue 
since a nationalist 
Philippine Senate forced 
the closure of the last U.S. 
base in the country in 1992, 
ending close to a century of 
American military presence 
in its former colony. 

The United States halted 
all joint exercises in the 
Philippines and visits by 
U.S. military ships in 
December 1996, when the 
Manila government ended a 
legal loophole that had 
shielded U.S. military per- 
sonnel from prosecution by 
the Philippines for crimes 
committed here. 

The Visiting Forces 
Agreement, signed early 
this year by U.S. and 
Philippine officials, would 
provide certain legal pro- 
tections to U.S. soldiers 


while on duty in the 
Philippines. 

It still must be ratified by 
the Philippine Senate, 
which has not yet begun 
deliberations. 

Critics say the accord 
limi ts the Philippine gov- 
ernment’s right to prosecute 
American soldiers who 
commit crimes in the coun- 
try. It generally gives the 
United States jurisdiction 
over soldiers who commit 
crimes while on duty, and 
the Philippines jurisdiction 
over crimes committed 
while off-duty. 

Both Mr. Mercado and 
President Joseph Estrada 
voted as senators for the '< 
expulsion of the last U.S. 
base. Both now support the 
new accord, saying the 
country must depend on 
military help from the 
United States until it devel- 
ops a credible deterrent of 
its own. 

“This is different because 
we’re fighting for the secu- 
rity of our country this 
time. We have a very weak 


military and our equipment 
is obsolete and antiquated" 
Mr. Estrada said Monday, 
adding that the country 
could be invaded by its 
neighbours with ease. 

“We can’t win — any 
time we could be invaded” 
Mr. Estrada said referring 
to China, Malaysia, 
Thailand or Indonesia as 
possible aggressors. 

The Philippines has one 
of the weakest militaries in 
South East Asia. It, like 
much of the region, has had 
to cut back on purchases of 
military hardware because 
of the impact of Asia’s 
financial crisis. 

Mr. Cohen said he was 
pleased by Mr. Estrada’s 
and Mr. Mercado’s support. 

“We would like to contin- 
ue to have a strong relation- 
ship with the Philippine 
people ” he said. “But it’s 
up to the Philippines to 
decide.” The two countries 
used to conduct between 
six and eight military exer- 
cises a year, involving up to 
3.000 U.S. troops at a time. 
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Tension flares in eastern Congo 

after Rwandan soldiers leave 

» 


- KINSHASA (AFP) — 
Tension has flared in the east 
of the Democratic Republic 
• of Congo (DRC) and in the 
. capital Kinshasa after 
. . . President Laurent Kabila last 
week asked Rwandan sol- 
diers to leave the country. 

“The Banyamulenge (eth- 
nic Tutsi s of Rwandan origin) 
are unhappy over the depar- 
ture of the Rwandan soldiers, 
but we will not tolerate their 
disturbing public order,” a 
high-ranking interior mimstry 
official told AFP. **We are 
going to raid die camps 
. j^vhere they are holed up,” be 
added, requesting anoayifucy. 

Deputy Interior Minister 
Faustin Munene declared a 
three-day curfew to allow the 
government to complete the 
sweeps. 

A statement read earlier 
Monday over official radio 
by Communications Minister 
Didier Mumengi said: “Some 
‘unpatriotic people’ have 
taken to arms io disrupt pub- 
lic order.” It did not elaborate. 

The statement pledged to 
put “all these unpatriotic peo- 
ple out of action,” and asked 
residents “to keep calm and 
stay at home until the 
Congolese Armed Forces 
reestablish order.” 

Tension reigns in the three 
main cities of the eastern 
Kivu area, from where Mr. 

'■ Kabila’s successful rebellion 
— which was backed by ‘the 
Tutsi-dominated Rwandan 


army — began in late 1996, 
ending with the capture of 
Kinshasa in May 1997. 

The airport at Goma, capi- 
tal of North Kivu province, 
was closed down Sunday for 
security reasons after violent 
exchanges between DRC sol- 
diers and Banyamulenge 
fighters. 

The interior mini scry source 
said DRC soldiers were in 
control of Goma, but that the 
Rwandan army had deployed 
tanks and troops along 
Rwanda’s border with die 
DRC 

A witnessxeached in Uvira, 
south of Goma, by telephone 
■ from Nairobi . said it was 
“extremely tense” there after 
shooting was heard outside 
the city overnight. 

Humanitarian sources in 
Nairobi said that fighting was 
also reported overnight in 
Baraka, farther south. 

Meanwhile, in Bukavu, 
capital of South Kivu. some. 
120 kilometres south of 
Goma, Rwandan solders 
released prisoners from the 
central jail, including 
Banyamulenge who had been 
sentenced to death for mount- 
ing a mutiny at the start of the 
year, an informed source said. 

In Kinshasa. where 
Banyamulenge and DRC sol- 
diers traded automatic 
weapons late Sunday evening 
until about 0400 GMT 
Monday around the Tshashi 
camp, an interior minis try 


official said violence erupted 
when Banyamulenge soldiers 
had attempted to “comman- 
deer vehicles” at the entrance 
to the camp. No casualty fig- 
ures were available. 

Shooting was also heard 
near the Kokolo camp in the 
west of the city, where spo- 
radic firing continued 
Monday. 

Soldiers remained deployed 
Monday at strategic points of 
the capital, and barricades 
have been set up on the roads 
by the two camps where most 
Banyamulenge soldiers are 
billeted, according to wit- 
nesses.' DRC soldiers are 
searching vehicles for 
weapons. 

Officially it is not known 
how many Banyamulenge 
soldiers are in the DRC army. 

Last Tuesday, Mn Kabila 
said his army of 140,000 men 
included former soldiers of 
die defeated Zairean Armed 
Forces and traditional war- 
riors known as Mai-Mai. who 
oppose the presence of 
Banyamulenge in the east. 

He said that during his 
rebellion, 3,500 Rwandan 
soldiers fought alongside 
some 57,000 Kadogos 
(“young soldiers" in Swahili) 
against the forces of deposed 
dictator Mobutu Sese Seko. 

In asking the Rwandans to 
leave last week, Mr. Kabila 
•said it was necessary to 
“restore older in cooperation 
relations with Rwanda” and 


to “satisfy” those disturbed 
by the presence of foreign 
troops in the army. 

It was unclear whether all 
the Rwandans had returned 
home. Friday. Kinshasa 
newspapers said 1,000 sol- 
diers had left 

In Kigali, however, the 
Rwandan army chief of staff. 
General ' Kayumba 

Nvamwansa, said none of his 
men remained in the DRC 
“The soldiers who came back 
last week, around 500, have 
to go back to their units. They 
are very happy io be back 
home,” the general said. 

The World Food 
Programme said in Nairobi 
meanwhile that the “situation 
is tense” Monday in Goma 
and Bukavu. but that the U.N. 
agency did not intend to 
cease operations ‘‘for the 
moment.” 

Spokeswoman Michele 
QuimagUe said the WFP was 
monitoring developments 
’Very closely.” 

Aimed incidents have been 
on the rise in Kivu in recent 
months, both between DRC 
soldiers and Rwandan or 
Banyamulengue fighters, but 
also involving the Mai-Mai 
and rebel movements fight- 
ing the Kigali and Kamp ala 
regimes from rear bases in 
die area. 


Arsenic also 
used in 
Japan mass 
poisoning 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
police Monday said arsenic 
was also used in a pot of cuny 
lace d with cyanide which 
killed four people and sick- 
ened 60 others at a town festi- 
val late last month. 

A local police official said 
the presence of both poisons 
led police to believe the culprit 
had aimed to loll as many peo- 
ple as possible. 

‘The fact that there were 
two poisons added to the food 
shows that whoever this was 
wanted to kill a lot of people 
hKhscriminately,” the police 
official said. 

Pbh'ce had initially said they 
suspected the person or per- 
sons wanted to kill the neigh- 
bourhood council president. 

The deadly cuny was made 
on July 25 at a neighbourhood 
festival in the western Japan 
city of Wakayama. 

The four people who died 
that ni ght and the following 
nwming wens die council 
president and vice president 
along with a boy aged 10 and 
a 16-year-dd giri. 

Over 100 people attended 
the festival, about 450 km 
west of Tokyo, and scores of 
panicq)ants became rick min- 
utes afi a the cuny was 
served. 


Havel has emergency 
surgery to aid breathing 


PRAGUE (R) — 

Czech doctors opened 
a hole in President 
Vaclav Havel’s throat 
Monday to aid his 
breathing after the par- 
tial collapse of his 
lungs overnight, the 
president’s office said. 

In a statement, doc- 
tors said the right lobe 
of . the 61 -year-old 
Havel’s lungs col- 
lapsed. requiring the 
tracheotomy “for pre- 
ventative reasons” to 
sustain his recovery' 
from intestinal surgery 
performed eight days 
ago. 

There was no imme- 
diate comment on the 
results of the proce- 
dure, which was car- 
ried out at II a.m. 
(0900 GMT). A news 
conference has been 
scheduled for later in 
the day. 

Doctors said the col- 
lapse of Mr. Havel’s 
right lung had been 
accompanied by a 
fever and the medical 
team decided to per- 
form the tracheotomy 
after other treatments 
failed to open his 
breathing passage. 

A tracheotomy 


allows a respirator to 
deliver oxygen directly 
to the body through the 
throat, but also permits 
the patient to eat and 
drink relatively nor- 
mally. 

It was the second 
time this year that Mr. 
Havel has needed a tra- 
cheotomy while recov- 
ering from intestinal 
surgery. 

The former play- 
wright and political 
dissident, who led the 
peaceful overthrow of 
the Communist gov- 
ernment in 1989 in the 
so-called “Velvet 
Revolution”, had a 
long-planned opera- 
tion on July 26 to 
remove a bag bridging 
a gap in his large intes- 
tine. 

The bag had been 
inserted after emer- 
gency surgery to 
remove a piece of the 
intestine after an 
abscess in his gut in 
April, which occurred 
while he was on holi- 
day in Austria. 

A tracheotomy also 
was required after thai 
operation, but the pro- 
cedure at that time was 
described as “routine” 


and Mr. Havel’s life 
was not in danger. 

Doctors said last 
week ihat Mr. Havel 
had been having trou- 
ble breathing after the 
July 26 surgery 
because of a blockage 
in his lungs, but over 
tiie weekend be was 
removed from a respi- 
rator as his condition 
improved. 

The president has 
been in poor health for 
almost two years. 

In December 1996 
doctors removed about 
half of his right lung 
along with a small 
malignant tumour, and 
the former chain- 
smoker has had fre- 
quent breathing prob- 
lems since. 

There has been no 
report of any recur- 
rence of the cancer and 
the intestinal surgery 
was not related to the 
lnng tumour. 

Doctors have yet to 
estimate when Mr. 
Havel, who has no 
control over the daily 
function of the Czech 
government and whose 
duties are more cere- 
monial than executive, 
may leave hospital. 


‘Pakistani troops blow up 
Indian brigade HQ in Kashmir’ 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — The 


P alawan army Monday blew up 
an Indian army brigade head- 
quarters in continued shelling in 
Kashmir and killed a “laige 
number'’ of troops in other posi- 
tions, official sources said. 

“Smoke coiled off and the 
flames were visible from a dis- 
tant place, reflecting enemy 
losses," the official Associated 
Press of Pakistan (APF) said, 
describing the attack in the 
Kaigfl sector of the front lines 
dividing fee two armies. 

Pakistani troops also 
destroyed “several positions 
killing a large number of enemy 
troops," it said. 

'This selective response by 
the Pakistan army has reduced 


the frequent firing of (he Indian 
troops on fee civlian population 
across fee LoC (Line of 
Control),” fee agency, quoting 
sources, said. 

It said two children aged 10 
and 1 1 died in Jura village in the 
Neelum valley sector while 
another civlian from (he village 
of Sefcri Pandala in die Bhimber 
sector was also killed. Earlier 
officials in Muzafiarabad, the 
capital of P akis tani Kashmir 
said 58 people had died in the 
past four days while hundreds 
had been injured. 

APPsaki Pakistan had lodged 
complaints wife fee United 
Nations military observers’ 
group, which monitors the LoC, 
against ceasefire violations by 


fee Indian troops. 

Each side has blamed the 
other for starling the firing. 

Indian officials, however, 
began to play the matter down, 
saying the shelling was petering 
our Monday. Hie head of fee 
Indian air force termed it .“a sea- 
sonal phenomenon”. 

Firing along the 1300-kilo- 
metre Kashmir border; howev- 
er, was limited to just a few 
areas Monday, Indian officials 
said They said intermittent fir- 
ing continued in the district of 
Kupwara, 120 kilometres north 
of the summer capital of 
Srinagar, but other areas were 
calm. In Srinagar, daily life con- 
tinued as normaL 
Indian casualties Monday 


stood at 34, while-58 deaths had 
been reported on the Pakistan 
side since the firing began 
Thursday. 

Machine-gun fire along the 
unofficial border of fee 
Himalayan territory is common 
but artiDery barrages are rare. 

India and Pakistan have 
fought two of their three wars 
over tiie statejslamabad argues 
there can be no improvement in 
bilateral relations until the 50- 
year Kashmir issue is solved 
through a UN -sponsored refer- 
endum in the Muslim majority 
state. 

New Delhi categorically rules 
out all outside mediation and 
says fee territory is a “integral” 
part of India. 


Key Management Opportunities 
in a rapidly expanding 
insurance company 


Arig Health & 
General Insurance 
Company (EC), has 
launched a range of 

personal investment , 

% 

health and life 
insurance products and 
services under the brand 
name ArigCare. 

This exciting 
development opens 
up unique career 
opportunities with one 
of the most prestigious 
and well-respected 
financial institutions 
in the Middle East. 


Brand Manager Ref: 9826 

A key marketing role responsible for the development of the corporate 
branding of the company and managing the image of the ArigCare brand 
within the marketplace. In co-ordination with our operating departments 
you will develop and implement marketing and advertising strategies and 
activities. You will also be responsible for the design and development of 
all PR/Advertising literature for tbe company and management of the 
production and deliver)' process of marketing materials. 

Product Manager Ref: 9827 

This position will be responsible for new product development of all classes 
of Insurance business throughout the Middle Hast. You will develop and 
implement underwriting policies in respect of new group and individual 
business and produce and maintain underwriting statistics required to analyse 
the profitability of all products. Additionally you will monitor the marker 
and keep up-to-date on all aspects of the industry and investigate product 
opportunities. 

Medical Services Manager Ref: 9828 

In this role you will be responsible for the management of our relationship 
with all providers of services to clients including hospitals, clinics, assistance 
and ancillary service proriders. You 'rill also lead in the maintenance and 
development of AH&G’s network of preferred service proriders. The 
Medical Services Manager will also be responsible for the development and 
implementation of managed care and Health Maintenance Organisation 
(HMO) arrangements. 

Candidates 

For each of these roles we seek individuals with several years’ proven 
experience in their area of expertise, preferably within the financial services 
industry in the region. The successful candidates will have a graduate 
qualification in their chosen discipline, and be commercially minded with a 
structured approach to research and analysis. Each of these roles requires 
excellent organisational, planning and analytical ability combined with well 
developed communication skills including proven competence in written and 
spoken English and Arabic. 

All three positions are based in Bahrain and offer attractive tax free salaries 
and benefits. 



ArigCare 

To apply, please fax your CV and covering letter in English , 
quoting the reference number for the position you wish to be 
considered for, to: 

Arig Health & General Insurance Company - 
Human Resources +' 973 537 291. 
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Owed some respect 


THESE LAST few weeks have been less than 
kind to Jordan and Jordanians. First tbere were 
the revelations that growth rate figures for 1996 
and 1997 were much less than forecast. 

Then there were the disturbing reports about 
His Majesty King Hussein's health, which 
everyone was thankful were short-lived as His 
Majesty' himself candidly explained his condi- 
tion to his people. And of course* there was and 
still is the water crisis and all the resultant 
hardships it has brought with it. 

The majority of Jordanians, who know very' 
little and care less about the so-called macro- 
economic figures, knew all along that their 
economy was ailing. They felt the sy mptoms in 
their wallets — their incomes could barely carry 
them to the end of the month. They detected the 
malaise in the many unemployed young people 
in their extended families. And they came to 
appreciate that government figures altogether, 
especially figures about poverty' and unemploy- 
ment, are unreliable, to say the least. 
Jordanians also understand fully well that, 
apart from combatting corruption, the govern- 
ment can do little to rectify the situation. What 
they hope for is at least a measure of decency 
and respect Decency for the truth and respect 
for their intelligence. 

But the government it would appear, has no 
respect for people's minds nor bodies. While the 
full story is yet to unfold, Jordanians were 
shocked to learn that the water reaching their 
homes was of very' poor quality*, that it looked 
murky, smelled foul, and tasted awful. The 
episode started in the first week of July, and 
now. one month later, the public is still kept 
ignorant of the full story. To add more injury to 
injury and insult, water has been cut from some 
neighbourhoods for the third week running, 
water supplied by private tankers is very diffi- 
cult and expensive to obtain and bottled water 
has almost disappeared from the market 

While we still hold out some hope of the good 
intentions of the government its ministers and 
departments, we think that their management 
practices are at best faulty. It is unconscionable 
to throw the blame on frustrated, under-paid 
junior employees here and there. The entire 
bureaucracy must be reformed, and reformed 


i now. 


A1 Ra'i's Fahcd Fanck praised the Lower House’s 
National Guidance Committee tor amending some arti- 
cles of the proposed press and publications law. But. he 
said, the committee’s measures only represent 25 per 
cent of what was expected. According to the writer, the 
committee s amendments were fine but insufficient. 
The law contains unyielding articles meant only to 
lighten journalists lips, said Dr. Fanck. He called on the 
Parliament to amend all of the unrealistic articles in the 
draft law. 


AJ Dustour's Yasser Zaatra charged that the Bill 
Clinton-Monica Lew insky fiasco was created by the 
Jewish lobby to influence Clinton's decisions on Israel. 
He said the Jewish lobby is manipulating the White 
House via the Jewish monopoly over the media. Israeli 
Prime Minister Bcnyamin Netanyahu, who is support- 
ed by the influential Jew ish lobby, is exerting pressure 
on Clinton in order to make him succumb to Israel’s 
demands concerning some regional issues, starting with 
the peace process, said Zaatra. The American adminis- 
tration's policy by and large is pro-Israel in many 
issues, but that, docs not satisfy Netanyahu, the writer 
said. He said Netanyahu raised Lewinsky's ease at this 
specific time because he believes dial the United States 
can do more to impede the Egyptian-French initiative 
on the Middle East peace process. Zaatra said the 
Israeli prime minister docs not want any country to 
force him to implement the Madrid accord. He said 
Netanyahu will try every means to steer the Clinton 
administration in Israel's best intcresL 


The taxpayer who pays nearly one dinar for a 
cubic metre of water deserves to get dear, 100 
per cent clean water, and nothing less. 

If that requires engaging the services of the 
private sector or foreign firms then so be it. 

Meanwhile, despite the heat wave and the lack 
of water. Jordanians wait for the safe return of 
His Majesty King Hussein soon, and with that 
a direly needed change of government 
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After the final acre 


By Edward Said 


FOR REASONS that elude me, there continues to be 
some hope on the part of Arab governments that 
American impatience with Israel will soon reach the 
breaking point, perhaps provoking a dramatic new initia- 
tive, perhaps finally galvanising American power into 
actively opposing Netanyahu’s tactics. This, das, is seri- 
ously to misunderstand -what is currently taking place 
both in Israel and the United States, where the likelihood 
of any qualitative change of the sort dreamed of by Arab 
leaders is very small indeed. 

Clinton is opposed by a Congress that is solidly pro- 
Likud for many domestic reasons. Yes. there is an Israeli 
lobby, but the fact is that the Republican Party in alliance 
with die Christian right-wing, plus conservative founda- 
tions and business groups, and an uneducated, brain- 
washed public see in Israel not only a stubborn ally forc- 
ing its intransigence on the entire world but also an inter- 
national partner which the U.S. should emulate, doing 
what Israel does in thumbing its nose at the very notion of 
an international community. And all this has the advan- 
tage of being a slap in the face of Bill Clinton whose 
problem-ridden administration is seen by many 
Americans as too enmeshed in the schemes of the U.N. 
and the international community, thereby curtailing 
American sovereignty and its capacity for using its power 
unilaterally. 

The negative Clinton response to the recent meeting on 
war crimes in Rome. was. I believe, designed to convince 
his domestic opponents that, at the right time and for the 
right cause, he was capable of acting like Israel, defying 
world opinion in showing that his country's perceived 
interests overrode even the Nuremberg principles first 
articulated by the United States after World War II. 

At the present moment, the Palestinian question has 
receded so dramatically in the public mind as to be non- 
existent. There are occasional references to the 13 per 
cent of West Bank territory proposed by the U.S. and 
accepted by the Palestinian leadership, but that is always 
hedged with discussions of Palestinian terrorism and the 
PLO covenant, thereby denuding the issue of land of any 
serious content. To make matters worse, the almost total 
absence of any Palestinian information effort in the U.S. 
or in Western Europe is stark. Gone are the academics, the 
students, the organisations that used to bear a message 
about dispossession and injustice: an immense void swal- 
lows what little is said or done on behalf of a people that 
has suffered the loss of its land and identity over the past 
century. 

To an outsider like myself, what is going on inside the 
Arab World is no less discouraging. Leaders visit each 
other, talk about change and important meetings, more 
meetings are held, more trips taken — and nothing much 
changes. The fact is that the Arab World is totally immo- 
bilised. particularly inside Palestine, where the tragic 
losses are the greatest the offences against ordinary 
everyday people the most egregious, and the Israeli plan 
most close to final realisation. 

I understand that in countries like Egypt and Lebanon, 
for example, there is a serious intellectual attempt to con- 
front the tragedy of the Palestinian people in discussions 
about positions that ought to be taken, petitions that 
should be signed, and so forth, but very little of this has 
any bearing at all on what Israeli troops and settlers do, 
which is nothing less than a concerted attempt at ethnic 
cleansing. The main difference between Bosnia and 
Palestine is that ethnic cleansing in the former took place 
in the form of dramatic massacres and slaughters which 
caught the world's attention, whereas in Palestine what is 
taking place is a drop by drop tactic in which one or two 
houses are demolished daily, a few acres are taken here 
and there every day. a few- people are forced to leave. No 
one pays much attention. least of all other Palestinians, 
who live. say. in Ramallah. for whom the destruction of 
the main road out of Husan fa tiny village just west of 
Bethlehem) by the settlers of Efrat is scarcely perceptible 
or noticed. 

In the meantime, the prosperous Palestinian communi- 
ties in London and Amman go about their daily business, 
totally oblivious to what is happening to the dwindling 


remains of their original homeland. 

Huge weddings take place every day in the luxury 
hotels of those capitals, young people drive their BMWs 
and Honda motorcycles noisily up and down (he hills of 
Abdoun and the leafy boulevards of Holland Park, and the 
impression is that of a long day-dream, with not much 
thought given either to the past or the future. Filled with 
pleasant interludes, school years in Harvard or 
Georgetown, vacations in Gstaad and Cannes, careers in 
advertising, marketing, investment, or construction, the 
privileged generation of Palestinian — and indeed Arab 
— youth, whose parents made their fortunes in the easy 
days of the Gulf oil and construction boom, go about their 
lives in a never-never land of tax-free spending that has 
made of it a class unique in the history of the twentieth 
century for its wastefulness and unproductivity. And it is 
this class that is theoretically entrusted with the future of 
our struggle against a ruthless and single-minded foe. 

I recall that about 25 years ago. in reviewing a book 
about pre-1948 Zionist settlement and colonisation in 
Palestine. I drew attention to a remark made by Chaim 
Weizmann to the effect that this movement was beginning 
small, acquiring bits of land here and there, “another acre, 
another goat." The idea was that such a concentrated pro- 
ject, however modest, never lost sight of the final goal, 
which was to gain all of Palestine as a Jewish state. 

Until 1948, Zionists controlled a little less than seven 
per cent of the land of Palestine. After 1948, they took 
over everything but the West Bank and Gaza Strip. After 
1967, they conquered the rest of historic Palestine. With 
the Oslo accords, they consolidated their hold on the land 
by ceding approximately three per cent of the West Bank 
(which itself constitutes only 22 per cent of the whole of 
Palestine) to the Palestinian National Authority, in return 
for which the PN A won the right to administer Palestinian 
life without territorial sovereignty. 

Nor is this all. With a goal to eliminating the Palestinian 
presence on most of the West Bank not covered by Oslo, 
Israel is doing two things: it is expropriating land for use 
by Israeli settlers and the military, and it is destroying 
houses. An article that appeared in the Palestine Report of 
July 15 by Muna Hamza-Muhaisen is quite stark in its 
findings. I quote her: 

"Since the signing of the Oslo accord in 1 993, between 
September 1993 and March 1998, 629 Palestinian homes 
were demolished by Israeli bulldozers: 535 in the West 
Bank and 94 in Jerusalem. Of the 629 destroyed homes, 
268 were demolished by the Labour government and the 
remaining 361 were demolished by the Likud. Under the 
Netanyahu government and in 1997 alone, some 233 
homes were demolished. In the first quarter of 1998. a 
total of 57 Palestinian homes and, in the week of 21 June 
1998 alone, a total of 30 homes were demolished. Today 
more than 1,800 house demolition orders still remain to 
be carried out. threatening to leave another 10.000 people 
homeless." 

The absolute, relentless continuity between Weizmann’s 
simple remark about the acre and the goat, made over 75 
years ago. and what is taking place today is chilling. 
There has been no modification in the essential Zionist 
vision, which condemns the Palestinian to a more precar- 
ious^ less perceptible existence day by day. It is .plainly 
there for everyone. Arab and Jew alike, io witness. No 
secret is made of this plan, no palliative or sugar coating 
seems to be required. They arc taking the land detail by 
detail, inch by inch, house by house. Hamza-Muhaisen 
concludes: “By achieving all this. Israel will succeed in 
isolating the Palestinian population in three or four dis- 
connected Bantustans, a plan known in Israel as ‘Alton 
Plus.’ This way. even if Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat declares a Palestinian state in May 1999. as he is 
expected to. Israel would have created a new reality on 
the ground that would make it impossible lor such a state 
to be territorially connected." 

Unintentionally perhaps. Hamza-Muhaisen dramatises 
the differences between Israeli action and Palestinian 
reaction: they take the land, we declare a state. As Haidar 
Abdel' -Shall pul it in a recent interview: what is the point 
of declaring a slate yet again, since we already declared 
one in Algeria in 1 988? How many limes does one declare 
a non-existent state, and what is achieved by such repeti- 


tions? Like Dr. Abdei-Shafi. I am mystified by this odd, 
not to say irrelevant response to a moment of the most far- 
reaching emergency. Israel is taking the land systemati- 
cally and we arc more or less looking on. doing no more 
than saying "they haven’t really taken it, we consider it 


our state. ... . . . 

The crying shame is that this has been our strategy from 
the beginning. Faced with a clear, concrete, practical, sys- 
tematic activity — land expropriation — for one hundred 
years we have'been unable, or powerless, or unwilling to 
do anything that might reverse the process. 1 have seen 
this dialectic in action all of my life, first when I was a 
boy in Palestine, then most recently a few weeks ago, as 
I watched Israeli troops destroy the tents of Ja h hal m Bedu 
and the village lands of fanners outside Hebron and 
Bethlehem- 1 stood and argued with the soldiers. I tried to 
dissuade them. I challenged them, T reminded them that 
60 years ago their land as Jews was taken from them by a 
“superior" people, the Germans. 

Bui the fact was that 1 could only watch and record 
what I saw on film. They had the bulldozers and the 
machine guns. I had the words and pictures, and nothing 
else. 

Wc arc an unmobilised people. We are unled. We are 
unmotivated. We have not been able to concentrate our 
minds and hearts on the problem, which is nothing less 
than the robbery of our land. In the past few weeks, a 
• number of Israeli organisations against house demolitions 
have been formed. They have demonstrations. They 
protest. But there seems to be very little on the Palestinian 
side. It is as if we have been anaesthetised as a people, 
unable to move, unable to act. They take the land, and we 
watch or. more probably, we don’t even watch. We 
assume it is happening to someone else: we can look 
away, and go about our business. 

What is missing is a sense of public urgency embodied 
in mobilised Palestinians inside Palestine, in Europe, 
North America, in the Arab World, who decide that the 
time has come to face the Israeli threat where it is occur- 
ring. on the land of Palestine. Even the figures of demoli- 
tions and land expropriation come from Israelis. The best 
report on Israeli settlement activity is not by Palestinians: 
it cflmcs from an American group headed by Geoffrey 
Aronson, who is himself Jewish. 

1 appeal to my readers for help. Why is it that when it 
concerns the open theft of our last remaining territorial 
possessions, wc seem utterly confounded by what is tak- 
ing place? Why cannot we mobilise ourselves to stand in 
front of Israeli troops, why cannot we organise the 
Palestinian workers who are actually building the settle- 
ments to deter them from doing that work that so hanns 
their people, why cannot our leaders get themselves out of 
their offices andVIPcars and onto the fields and orchards 
of Palestine, protecting homes with their bodies, resisting 
Israeli soldiers as they confiscate our land? 

Why this mania for bureaucracy, bodyguards, cellular 
phones, expensive shopping expeditions, for fruitless, 
stupid negotiations that sap our strength and our will and 
leave us utterly impotent us wc witness our land disap- 
pearing before us? 

1 cannot understand our inaction and the spineless cow- 
ardice of our leaders who prefer to engage’ in the 'harass- 
ment and abuse of their own people than in safeguarding 
their nation and its territory. 1 cannot understand the 
paralysis of Palestinian and other Arab intellectuals for 
whom theorising about the best strategy is a higher prior- 
ity than actual ly going to Palestine (this is easily done by 
Egyptians and Jordanians whose countries are at peace 
with Israel) to stand with a Palestinian family or village 
defying the Israeli robbers. I cannot understand why. after 
100 years, wc cannot seem to focus on what is important 
and drop all the other nonsense. 

I appeal to better-informed readers for assistance. I can 
neither guess at the answers, nor can I provide explana- 
tions. I only know that very little will be left of the land 
of Palestine by the time wc wake up. And then we will 
probably ask nurse Ives, what happened? Why did we let 
the land be taken before our eyes for one century, and 
why did we do nothing? This is the final, terminal stage, 
and it is here. Where arc we? 


Al: Hundreds of unfair trials of political prisoners in MENA 


FoIlnv.tr . v arc highlight.'; of the 
Amnesty International Report 
1 99$ co'.crinz events in the 
Middle East and Xorth Africa 
from January to December J997 


IN 1997 hundreds of cases of 
unfair trials of political prison- 
ers were recorded in most coun- 
tries in the Middle East and 
North Africa, while hundreds of 
other political detainees contin- 
ued to be held years after their 
arrest without charge or trial. 
Torture remained widespread 
and in some countries systemat- 
ic. and the number of executions 
recorded b% Amnesty 
International increased signifi- 
cantly. 

Some positive steps were 
reported during the year. For 
example in Egypt, the Supreme 
Administrative Court upheld the 
decree banning female genital 
mutilation from being carried 
out in state hospitals, and Saudi 
Arabia acceded to the United 
Nations Convention against 
Torture with limiting reserva- 
tions. and to the International 
Convention on the Elimination 
of A!! Forms of Racial 
Discrimination- 

In Algeria 1997 saw some of 
the worst violence against civil- 
ians since the beginning of the 
conflict in 1992. In rural areas, 
armed groups massacred thou- 
sands of men. women and chil- 
dren with unspeakable brutality. 
Killings often went on for sever- 
al hours m villages close to 
army barracks, but the army and 
the security forces failed to 
intervene to stop the killings 
and the assailants were allowed 
to flee undisturbed on each 
occasion. Security forces were 
responsible for extrajudicial 


executions, tenure and “disap- 
pearances." and state-armed 
militias committed deliberate 
and arbitrary killings and other 
abuses against civilians. For 
their part, armed groups defin- 
ing themselves as “Islamic 
groups" continued to kill, tor- 
ture. abduct and threaten civil- 
ians with death. 

In October Amnesty 
International, together with 
other human rights organisa- 
tions. issued an appeal calling 
for an international investiga- 
tion to be set up into the human 
rights situation in Algeria. 

International fair trial stan- 
dards were routinely disregard- 
ed in countries such as Bahrain 
and Saudi Arabia, where secret 
proceedings and the absence of 
legal counsel were the norm. In 
Lebanon, scores of civilians 
were summarily tried by mili- 
tary courts. In Syria, dozens of 
people were arrested on politi- 
cal grounds, while hundreds of 
political prisoners, including 
prisoners of conscience, 
remained held since the 1980s. 
In Kuwait, more than 12 people 
continued to serve prison terms 
after unfair trials since 1991. 

In Iran, followers of certain 
Shiite clerics, as well js hun- 
dreds of political opponents, 
writers, journalists and intellec- 
tuals were imprisoned following 
unfair trials, and some were 
held without trial. In Egypt, 
thousands of suspected mem- 
bers or sympathisers of banned 
Islamist groups remained held 
without charge or (rial, some for 
several years, and hundreds of 
tenant farmers opposed to a new 
agricultural law were arrested, 
in Israel and the Occupied 
Territories. hundreds of 


Palestinians were arrested on 
security grounds, at least 460 of 
them were administratively 
detained without charge or trial. 
At least 150 Lebanese nationals 
remained held without charge or 
trial for up to 12 years in Kiiium 
detention centre in South 
Lebanon which is run by rhe 
South Lebanon Army (SLA), a 
Lebanese pro-Israeli militia. 

Torture and ill -treatment con- 
tinued to he reported in 16 coun- 
tries. In Egypt, it remained sys- 
tematic in State Security 
Investigations (SSI) buildings, 
police stations and sometimes in 
prisons. In Tunisia, dozens of 
wives and relatives of impris- 
oned or exiled supporters of the 
Islamist movement Al Nahdu 
reported being ill -treated, 
threatened with torture, includ- 
ing rape, and asked to divorce 
their husbands; human rights 
defenders were increasingly 'tar- 
geted. The U.N. Committee 
against Torture slated that cer- 
tain methods nf interrogation 
used by Israel constituted tor- 
ture. In ihc areas under the juris- 
diction of the Palestinian 
National Authority, at least 
three detainees died in custody 
apparently as a result of torture. 
Forty Indian children were 
reportedly tortured or ill-treated 
in the custody of police in 
Jeddah. Saudi Arabia. , 

Cruel and inhuman judicial 
punishments, such as amputa- 
tions. flogging and stoning were 
widely imposed in various coun- 
tries in the Gulf, including Iran. 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates lUAE) and Yemen. In 
Ras Al Khaimah (United Arab 
Emirates), a Sri Lankan woman 
and an Indian man were report- 
edly sentenced to 130 and 90 


lashes respectively. The punish- 
ment of flogging was extended 
to traffic offences and reported- 
ly to begging. 

The number of death sen- 
tences. often passed after unfair 
trials, remained high in 1997. 
while executions recorded by 
Amnesty International increased 
significantly. There were at least 
122 executions in Saudi Arabia, 
many nt the victims being 
migrant workers sentenced after 
grossly unfair trials conducted 
in secret in the absence of any 
defence lawyer. In Iran, at least 
143 executions were reported, 
some by stoning. In Yemen, two 
people were executed and cruci- 
fied. In Dubai lUAEl. three 
Indian nationals were executed 
by firing-squad. At least cisht 
people were executed in Libya. 

In Iraq, hundreds of convicted 
political and common law pris- 
oners were reportedly executed 
in Ahu Ghraib and Radhwaniya 
prisons near Baghdad, and tens 
of thousands nf suspected oppo- 
nents arrested in prexious vears 
continued to be held. The fate of 
thousands of people who “disap- 
peared" in previous years 
remained unknown. 

1,1 Egypt, armed 
groups were responsible for 
arbitrary killings o| at least 100 
unarmed civilians, mostly for- 
eign tourists. Kurdish groups 
allegedly committed serious 
human rights abuses, including 
killings and rape, m Iraqi 
Kurdistan. In Israel, at l Cast y) 
civilians were deliberately and 
arbitrarily killed by Palestinian 
armed groups opposed to the 
peace process. 


Letters 


‘Best 

interest’ 


To the editor: 


THE 


READING 
Jordan Times report 
"Shukri: JTC may not / 
need .strategic part- | 
ncr" (Aug. 2) hits a 1 
vital and complex cord 
in our country. The 
report indicates things 
at JTC heading in the 
best interest of every- 
one involved. It is a 
breath of fresh air 
when it comes to pre- 
serving national inter- 
est. employee appreci- j 
at ion. and achieve- 
ments being rewarded 
accordingly. Selling 
around 40 per cent 
equity in JTC with 
first priority to their 
employees ’ and > 
Jordanians, attests to | 
the strong belief in j 
safeguarding national j 
security and allowing ; 
employee participa- 
tion in the continuous 
development and j 
enhancement of JTC. i 
Will other privalisa- j 
lion projects folio*’ \ 
suite, by benefiting j 


the majority and j 


employees first and j 
foremost, before mak- 
ing the final deci- 
sion?" 


Samer Qubain 
Amman ; 
samq9@hotmail.co® ] 
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The wonder in a coffee cup 
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By Marian Nlmry 

Special to the Jordan Times 

IT ONLY takes an hour to get there. I 

. . have gone twice so far, once by taxi and 
once in my friend’s car. Walking or dri- 
ving within Ae Baqaa refugee camp, resi- 
dents know where you’re headed and why. 

Through little alleys, guided by kids 
who have not been asked to do so, getting 
to her place is easy. Children point, direct, 
and shout but without any intention of 
wrongdoing or of testing the newfound 
intraders. “It’s that honse to your right,” 
yelled a child of no more than five, “up 
'those 'steps and knock at the door.” 

A young dark woman with a friendly 
smile and shiny black eyes greeted us and 
ushered us in. It was much cooler inside. 
We followed her down to the end of a long 
hallway. “You have to leave your shoes 
outside,” said my friend, who has the rou- 
tine down pat by now. 

There were five women in the room, all 
sitting cross-legged on thin mattresses fit- 
ted all along the four sides of the room. 
This left only a square of cool tiles in the 
middle, on which was a little plastic tub 
full of murky water. The room had a sur- 
prisingly high ceiling, with one high win- 
dow from which the light shone. 

Having sat down on our chosen mattress, 
the four of us checked out the surround- 
ings and whispered our growing excite- 
ment at meeting the fortune-teller. Ques- 
tioning our most experienced friend, she 
pointed out the older sister and filled us in 
on what is going to happen. The older sis- 
ter smilingly asked us the number of cof- 
fee cups we wanted, and then went off to 
make them. 

“Some women drink more than one 
cup,” my friend explained. “Because men 
are not allowed in here, women drink a 
cup on behalf of their husbands, brothers 
and sons.” 

Hie coffee was too sweet After down- 
ing the sticky black liquid, I was told to 
leave the cup unturned since that requires 

- some experience. The sister poured what 
-remained in our cups into the plastic tub. 

"• She balanced the cup, upside down, on the 
edge of the saucer. 

The fortune-teller is young. 20-years-old 
perhaps, with one of the most beautifully 
peaceful faces I have ever seen. She had a 
light summer dress on and her black 
coarse hair was tied in a pony tail. Bqre- 

- footed, she walked across the room, 
smiled shyly and kneeled in front of the 


woman who had been waiting the longest 
Head bent down, she looked inside the cup 
and started muttering. 

The room was full by no^. The variety 
of people sitting on the mattresses was 
surprising. The young and old, the rich 
and poor, city and country folk all wanted 
their fortunes told. From a conservatively 
dressed woman with a covered head ask- 
ing about her ailing husband to a tightly 
clad loud sophisticate who looked like she 
was having a good time, the fortune teller 
was fascinating them with her knowledge 
and insight. She hinted at some matters 
but was discreet with some others. 

I was fortunate enough to be put in the 
position of translating what she said to 
two of my intellectual English-sp eakin g 
friends, and so was able to compare differ- 
ent readings. Some of what was said 
brought a glimmer of surprise, an intake of 
breath and a turning of the head to look me 
in the eye. But the rest was so general that 
it could apply to most anyone. My Eng- 
lish-speaking friends were impressed. 

The fortune-teller started with a praise to 
God and then asked the person to think of 
a wish. She speaks incessantly for about 
ten minutes and is interrupted only by the 
sound of the chanting of the mosque. She 
is silent for the duration of the sung 
prayer. The fortune-teller also, as I found 
out later, does not read coffee cups on Fri- 
days and after sunset 

She interrupts her flow of speech with 
quick questions and “Insha’ allah” (God 
willing ). At the end, she asks the seeker to 
print her thumb at the bottom of the coffee 
cup. She looks at the print utters a few 
statements and then reveals to the listener 
whether the silent wish made at the begin- 
ning of the reading will be fulfilled or not 

The readings completed, the fortune- 
teller thanked everyone and left what had 
become an overcrowded room. We hunted 
for our shoes and left the house. Our voic- 
es rose while each tried to put into per- 
spective the amount of truth in the for- 
tune-teller’s statements. My most experi- 
enced friend was surprisingly the most 
skeptical. My wondering about her reason 
for coming back again and again was 
answered with a shrug of the shoulders. 

A few seek fortune-tellers because they 
believe in this gift that some may have in 
seeing the future. Some do it out of weak- 
ness and despair. Many do it just for the 
experience. But most do it for reasons that 
they, themselves, as I discovered, cannot 
really explain. 
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Bid to revive buccaneering spirit 
that spawned the Raj 


A British businessman has 
launched a new East India 
Company and is produc- 
ing a book to mark a com- 
mercial milestone in histo- 
ry. He and four partners 
are hoping to capitalise 
on the old “ magic ” of a 
famous name from a mer- 
chants ’ heyday that helped 
build an empire. 

By Moral! Krishnan 

in London 

THE EAST India Compa- 
ny — the enterprise that 
paved the way for British 
colonialism in India — is 
being resurrected. 

Anthony 'Wilde, a 43- 
year-old Londoner who 
fell In love with the South 
Asia sub-continent when 
he was in his mid-20s, has 
launched a trading busi- 
ness under the famous old 
name. 

He is also producing a 
glossy, coffee-table' book 
to. commemorate the 
400th anniversary of the 
founding in 1600 of what 
became one of the most 
powerful companies the 
world has ever seen. 

Due to be published next 
year by Harper Collins, it 
will not be the first book 
on the East India Compa- 
ny, says Wilde, but it will 
be “the most lavishly 
illustrated, the first whose 
emphasis will be on visu- 
als.” 

r W3deis neither an acad- 
emic nor a historian. But 
he has a literary bent, 
backed by business acu- 
men. 

He and four British part- 
ners in the new trading 
venture aim to provide a 
key link to help Indian 
manufacturers expand in 
Western markets. 

They hope to capitalise 
on the “magic” of the 
company’s name, which 
they have re-registered. 
They, have also gained 
permission from Britain’s 
College of Arms to use the 
firm’s historic coat of 
arms — a globe over a 
pair of lion-like sea crea- 
tures- and three ships, 
bearing a Latin inscrip- 
tion, Dens indi cap (God 
points the way). 

For some of those with a 


sense of history, the magic 
might still be strong. 

Hie East India Company 
was one of four powerful 
commercial organisations 
which played a crucial 
role in establishing the 
British Empire, planting 
the first trading posts and 
building infrastructure 
such as ports and inland 
transport links. 

The others were the Lev- 
ant Company, Hudson’s 
Bay Company, and the 
Gold Coast and Gambia 
Company. But the East 
India was the grandest of 
them all — active for 
more than two centuries, 
initially as a trading 
oiganisation, with the aim 
of making money, but 
gradually acquiring con- 
trol over territories such 
as Bengal. 

It administered justice 
and had a private army — 
the forerunner of the Indi- 
an Army. The company's 
power went into decline in 
the 19th century, and it 
was taken over by the 
Crown at the birth of the 
British Raj, which ruled 
India from 1858 until 
1947. The company 
ceased to exist in 1873. 

A three-volume history 
of empire by British 
writer James Morris, 
Heaven's Command, 
quotes arguments that the 
company’s trading of 
Indian goods helped to 
•fund Britain’s industrial 
revolution. It was also 
responsible for assem- 
bling an extensive collec- 
tion of Indian art. some of 
which is now housed in 
London’s Victoria and 
Albert Museum. 

Wilde does no! have 
such grandiose ideas, and 
admits that “there might 
be certain sensitivities” 
over the company’s colo- , 
nial record. But in gener- 
al, he says, he does* not 
feel that the name will be 
a disadvantage and, in 
Britain at least, might help 
to boost his new venture's 
credibility. 

He rejects the view that 
the old “John Company” 
— as it was nicknamed — 
was oppressive. That 
impression “epitomised 
the tough character of the 


company after it began to 
lose control and was taken 
over by the Crown,” he 
says, adding that the com- 
pany had no territorial 
ambitions and believed in 
a freewheeling and bucca- 
neering spirit. 

“The trading company 
was well known and many 
countries have deep mem- 
ories of its activities,” he 
says, returning to his busi- 
ness plans. 

“We are keen to talk to 
Indian businessmen and 
establish business ties to 
export items.” he points 
out. “Since markets are 
more evolved in the West, 
the East India Company 
can help potential partners 
in India or Sri Lanka to 
market their wares effi- 
ciently. 

“Did you know that 
India Pale Ale (TPA), 
which was drunk by the 
British in India in the lat- 
ter half of the 1 8th centu- 
ry, was brewed in taverns 
in the East End of Lon- 
don?” he asks, wanning to 
his theme. He hopes to 
interest Indian business- 
men in brewing and 
exporting IPA. 

“We could do the same 
with other products that 
have a historical link with 
the East India Company,” 
he says — such as the 
renowned Pashmina 
shawls from Kashmir. 

Wilde's own interest in 
the sub-continent dates 
back to 1980 where he 
spent nine months in Pak- 
istan’s North West Fron- 
tier Province. 

“It started with a boat 
ride dowD the Indus River, 
heading south towards 
Hyderabad,” be recalls. 
“It was intended to be a 
two- week-long downward 
descent, but "turned out 
much longer.” The sights, 
sounds and multiple cul- 
tures fascinated turn, and 
from there began his quest 
to learn more of the region 

The writer is an Indian 
freelance journalist who- 
specialises in politics and 
the conflicts in Sri Lanka 
and Kashmir. He is cur- 
rently based in Britain. 

— Gemini News 


In a little book with big sales, 
Moroccan poet teaches France about racism 


By Marlise Simons 

PARIS — Tahar Ben Jel- 
loun knew be was touching 
a delicate subject when be 
wrote a book on racism. 
But the Moroccan poet and 
novelist, who lives in Paris, 
never imagined how much 
his life would be changed 
by bis latest work, a slim 
volume called “Racism, as 
Explained to My Daugh- 
ter:” 

The prize-winning author 
set out to answer questions 
about racism posed by his 
10-year-old daughter, 
Merierae. In doing so, Ben 
Jelloun purposefully 
described racism as a uni- 
versal phenomenon and not 
one limited to France. He 
certainly did not expect the 
book to become a runaway 
best-seller in France, sell- 
ing more than 250,000 
copies since its publication 
in January. 

He views die book’s suc- 
cess as an encouraging 
sign. That France has a 
racism problem is no secret 
here. In a recent govern- 
ment survey, 58 per cent of 
those questioned described 
themselves as racist or 
somewhat racist Some 56 
per cent said there were too 
many Arabs in France. 27 
per cent said there were too 
many blacks and almost 
half said they no longer felt 
at home in their own coun- 
try. 

Yet the rush to buy Ben 
Jelloun ’s book also sug- 


gested that many French 
people were not only aware 
of this problem but were 
also eager to find ways of 
addressing it And the book 
itself has helped feed public 
discussion of the topic. 

The response has baffled 
Ben Jelloun and pulled him 
into the vortex of the debate 
on race relations. He is now 
called on to offer advice, to 
appear on panels and above 
all to visit schools. Being 
with schoolchildren, he 
said, has made him aware 
how much they talk and 
worry about racism. 

“I find there is an enor- 
mous debate among young 
jpeople,” Ben Jelloun, 54, 
said in an interview in his 
attic studio overlooking the 
roofs of the Left Bank. 
“Students have lots of ques- 
tions about dealing with 
kids from different cul- 
tures. And the questions 
come from both sides, from 
the French and the immi- 
grants.” 

In the book he tells his 
daughter that being a racist 
depends largely on one’s 
upbringing, on what some- 
one bears at home or at 
school. “You are not bom a 
racist, you become one,” he 
writes, a phrase that is per- 
haps the book’s main 
axiom. 

Ben Jelloun maintains 
that the interest among chil- 
dren springs from the grow- 
ing racial mix in the 
schools. More than ever 
before, schools that were 


used to mostly white, 
Christian students now 
have children of legal and 
clandestine immigrants — 
Arabic-speaking Muslims 
from Morocco, Algeria and 
Tunisia, and French-speak- 
ing blacks from France’s 
former West African 
colonies. 

Teachers here say that it 
is easier for adults to hide 
behind their masks or stay 
in their own worlds, but 
that children in class face 
differences more directly 
and act our prejudices they 
learn at home. 

It is above all the teachers 
and students in France, 
blacks and whites alike, 
who have seized on Bern 
Jelloun ’s book. 

Outside France, sales are 
also soaring. The books has 
sold more than 200.000 
copies across Europe, 
appearing in a dozen lan- 
guages. 

But in France in particu- 
lar, the book's success is 
being watched as a kind of 
barometer of the turmoil 
over immigration. 

Racism and immigration ■ 
are constantly close to the 
surface. They have fuelled 
the rise of Jean-Marie Le 
Pen and his anti-immigra- 
tion National Front, which 
routinely wins 15 per ceot 
of the national vote. 

The little book on racism 
has shattered the peace of 
Ben Jelloun's life, which 
normally plays out amid a 
jumble of books and art in 


his studio on the Boulevard 
Saint-Germain. A psychol- 
ogist by training, he has a 
fine sense for the cruelties 
even the most civilised peo- 
ple can inflict on one anoth- 
er: 

For example, 'The 
Sacred Night,” his novel 
that won the prestigious 
Goncourt prize in 1987, 
and its forerunner, “The 
Sand Child,” tell the story 
of a young Muslim girl 
whose father feels humili- 
ated because he has no son. 
When the girl is bom, he 
announces that the child is 
a boy and to save bis hon- 
our hq raises her to become 
a man. 

His book on racism is 
written as a long and decep- 
tively simple dialogue 
between the author and his 
daughter. Ben Jelloun said 
he got the idea one Satur- 
day afternoon last year 
when he took Merieme, 
who was 10 at the time, to a* 
street protest against anti- 
immigrant laws. 

“On the Metro. Merieme 
began to ask: ‘What is a 
Jaw? What is an immi- 
grant? What is discrimina- 
tion?’” Ben Jelloun said. - 
“At first I gave her some 
sketchy answers. Then I 
thought 1 would write it all 
down, so she could absorb 
it better.” 

That led to more ques- 
tions and answers. Then 
Merieme's friends became 
involved. The writer said 
that many questions in the 


book came from the chil- 
dren; others are his. But his 
daughter and her friends 
were always the arbiters. 

T kept giving them the 
texts and asking them to 
underline all the difficult 
words in my answers ” he 
said. “That’s how we got to 
a point where the writing 
became entirely clear and 
simple.” 

He begins by explaining 
notions like “stranger.” 
“culture,” “prejudice.” 
About prejudice, he says: 
“It’s a way of judging oth- 
ers before knowing any- 
thing about them. Often we 
make mistakes. Prejudice 
can make us afraid.” 

Merieme poses disarming 
and moving questions. At 
one point she asks if it is 
possible for her to give 
blood to Abdou, a black 
boy in her class. Would that 
work? Her father explains 
that, yes, the human race is 
one and the variable is in 
the blood group. He 
reminds Merieme that her 
mother, who is Moroccan, 
donated blood to a Viet- 
namese friend. 

The book has been wide- 
ly praised, but some critics 
have mocked Ben Jelloun 
as naive. The monthly 
Civilisation called him a 
“merchant of sweetness” 
and one television station 
said his book was "like a 
Band-Aid on a wooden 
leg.” 

— International Herald Tribune 


Fishermen caught in the crossfire pay heavy toll 


Victims of the civil war in northern Sri 
Lanka include fisherman on either side 
of the . Palk Strait that separates the 
island from India. Many have been 
harassed by guerrillas and security 
forces, and lives and property have been 
lost. Their communities are now appeal- 
ing for greater protection. 


By Muknl Sharma 

RAMESWARAM ISLAND, 
India — Fishing commu- 
nities on either side of 
the. strait between India 
and Sri Lanka are count- 
ing the cost of being 
caught in a battle 
between security forces 
and guerrillas. 

They are suffering 
growing losses — of life, 
livelihood and liberty — 
as they get shot at, beat- 
en, arrested and have 
their boats seized or 
sunk. 

Small vessels from 
communities which 
depend on local fishing 
are harassed not only by 
the Tamil militants — 
operating between Tamil 
Nadu state and northern 
Sri Lanka, where they 
are seeking an indepen- 
dent homeland — but 
also by securing forces 
from either side. 

The latter are quick to 
pounce on anyone 
deemed to have crossed 
the sea border. Fishing 
crews are often branded 
as terrorists, and, at the 
very least, get hauled in 
for illegal Fishing. They 
may spend many months 
in detention. 

Seventy-four Indian 
fishermen were sbot 
dead between 1983 — 
the early days of the 
Tamil secessionist war in 
Sri Lanka — and last 
year, said Felix Gomez, 
assistant director of Fish- 
eries for Rameswaram 
island, which juts out to 
within 16 kilometres of 
Talaimannar in Sri 
Lanka. Another 251 Indi- 
ans have been injured. 

“It is because of suspi- 
cion (of terrorism) that 
most shooting incidents 
take place,” he said. 

More incidents have 
been reported this year, 
and the fishing folk are 
now seeking urgent 
action by their govern- 
ments to" agree on mea- 
sure to protect them. 

One 45-year-old father 
of six tells of an 
■encounter when he was 


out fishing with three 
colleagues: 

“It was a very stormy 
night, and our boat 
crossed to the Sri Lankan 
side. When we realised 
this, we started back. But 
suddenly we were con- 
fronted by a Sri Lankan 
naval boat. We put on the 
light, raised our hands 
and begged for their 
mercy. But they were fir- 
ing and shouting at us. 
They captured us, took 
off our shirts, tied them 
around our eyes, and 
started beating us. We 
were taken to Sri Lanka 
and kept in Mannar jail.” 

They spent 100 days in 
detention. "When, after 
four months of our 
release, we got our boat 
back, it was badly dam- 
aged and without its 
engine,” he said. They 
received no compensa- 
tion. 

Another fisherman, 
Sush’a Raj, tells bow he 


borrowed . 500,000 

rupees from a bank to 
fulfil bis dream of own- 
ing a boat. But one day 
in 1995, when he and six 
others were out fishing, 
they were fired on by a 
•Sri Lankan gunboat. His 
vessel sank and he was 
the sole survivor. He is 
now working as a 
labourer and trying to 
pay off his debt. 

In March this year, an 
Indian fisherman, Sahay 
Raj, was captured by the 
Sri Lankan navy. “All 
our belongings — 
including our fishing 
catch, compass, radio 
and tape recorder — 
were taken away. We 
were badly beaten up 
and were released after 
24 hours. Our very lives 
and livelihoods are in 
danger, and no govern- 
ment does anything.” 

Sir Lankan fishermen 
are also being caught 
regularly by Indian 
patrols. 

According to press 
reports, about 80 Sri 
Lankans were being 
detained in India in mid- 
July and 25 vessels were 
under confiscation. 

A detainee in Madurai 
Centra] Jail recalls his 
April arrest: “Our boat 
was followed by the 
Indian navy or coast- 
guards. They first asked 


us to surrender, but we 
tried to flee.” When they 
were captured, the offi- 
cers told them they were 
being arrested “because 
the Sri Lankan navy is 
killing Indian people.” 

It takes six to 1 2 
months to secure the 
release of Sri Lankan 
fishermen. It can take 
years for captured boats 
to be handed over. 

Bilateral border agree- 
ments signed in 1974 
and 1976 bar fishermen 
from crossing the mar- 
itime boundary. The 
accords have been a 
source of tension as the 
two sides have interpret- 
ed them differently. 
These should now be 
updated, say locals, and 
fishermen’s interest 
taken into account. 

The problems have 
been made far worse by 
guerrilla activity — 
including the 1991 
assassination of Indian 
opposition leader Rajiv 
Gandhi, thought to be 
the work of Tamil mili- 
tants seeking revenge for 
Indian peacekeeping 
intervention in Sri 
Lanka. 

Both Indian and Sri 
Lankan security forces 
are wary of the move- 
ment of militants, and 
often swoop on fisher- 
men, who also claim 


they are harassed by the 
Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam fLTTE) 
guerrillas. 

In April 1997, a num- 
ber of Indian fishermen 
were injured when the 
Tigers made an abortive 
attack on a naval base at 
Talaimannar. forcing 
Indian vessels to act as 
cover. 

A Rameswaram fisher- 
men 's represen tali ve 

said guerrillas had 
snatched at least 40 Indi- 
an fishing boats in recent 
years. 

One 3 1 -year-old local, 
M. Sahayam, from Ver- 
code village. said: 
“Although we have been 
traditional fishermen for 
generations, we are 
being thought of as 
LTTE or their sympathis- 
ers. When LTTE activi- 
ties or the authorities’ 
actions against them 
increase, the shootings 
and killings of us also 
increase.”" 

Regarding the charges 
of fishermen straying 
across the maritime 
boundary, he asked: 
"What can you do when 
you can’t see the bor- 
der?” 

The writer is u journalist 
with the Times of India 
group. 

— Gemini News 


Sea of troubles 
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• Indian fish output 
has grown 50% in 
the last decade, to 
about 5% of world 
fish production. 
Fish accounts for 
almost 4% of 
exports 
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Jordan Tunes, Tuesday, August 4, 1998 


Halaiqa expects Jordan to join WTO next year 



By Ghalia Alul 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan is 
expected lo join Ihe 131- 
member World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) next 
year after it applies for 
accession by mid 1999. a 
government official said 
Monday. 

“If we delay our applica- 
tion we will be subject to 
tougher conditions set by 
the organisation's mem- 
bers." according to Ministry 
of Industry and Trade Sec- 
retory General Mohammad 
Halaiqa. 

Jordon concluded the 
third round of negotiations 
with the Geneva-based 
organisation last month 
after responding to 
demands such as abolishing 


the supply ministry, fixing 
the ceiling on customs, and 
raising the quality of agri- 
cultural products to interna- 
tional standards. 

Dr. Halaiqa said Jordan is 
in the process of holding 
bilateral negotiations with 
its main trading partners in 
order to rally their support 
on pending issues for acces- 
sion such as a fair grace 
period for the implementa- 
tion of intellectual property 
rights (IPR) rules. 

Under the association 
agreement signed between 
Jordan and the European 
Union (EU) in November 
1997 to create a free trade 
area by the year 2010, the 
Kingdom was granted a 
three-year grace to imple- 
ment IPR laws for its $140 
million pharmaceutical 


industry. 

‘It is important to negoti- 
ate on a bilateral basis 
before holding multilateral 
negotiations in order to gar- 
ner as much support as pos- 
sible on pending issues," 
said Dr. Halaiqa. 

Jordan concluded its first 
formal round of negotia- 
tions with the WTO in July 
1997 following an inaugur- 
al round in October 1996 
when the Kingdom submit- 
ted a detailed memorandum 
to the organisation’s mem- 
bers describing the coun- 
try's economic situation 
with special emphasis on 
trade issues. 

As a WTO member. Jor- 
dan will have to abide by 
certain conditions binding 
to all members. These 
include forms of non-dis- 


crimination clauses such as 
the "most favoured nation" 
(MFN) and the “national 
treatment" clause. 

According to a WTO 
statement, the MFN condi- 
tion commits all members 
to grant products of other 
members treatment no less 
favourable than that accord- 
ed to the products of any 
other country. 

Consequently, no country 
is to give special trading 
advantages to another or to 
discriminate against it. All 
are on an equal basis and all 
share the benefits of any 
moves toward lower trade 
barriers. 

The statement adds that 
the most favoured nation 
treatment generally ensures 
that developing countries 
and others with little eco- 


nomic leverage are able to 
benefit freely from the best 
trading conditions wherever 
and whenever they are 
negotiated. According to 
officials. Jordan will also 
have to abide by a tariff 
binding conditions which 
commits all members to 
observe their tariffs and not 
to raise them in the future. 

While Jordan is engaged 
in preparations to join the 
WTO. the United Nations 
Development Programme 
( UNDP), in cooperation 
with the government, has 
launched a 5300.000 pro- 
ject aimed at assisting the 
country develop technical 
and mediation skills for the 
negotiations phase and pre- 
pare the grounds for the' 
transitional period* to the 
final integration process 


into the organisation. 

According to a UNDP 
statement, key players from 
the Ministry.of Industry and 
Trade — which is directly 
involved in WTO talks — 
will receive training on 
bilateral and multilateral 
trade negotiations and on 
WTO content and proce- 
dures. 

It added that this initiative 


is 


part of UNDP’S pro- 
gramme to build the Jor- 
danian government’s capac- 
ity to integrate into the 
global economy and per- 
form in a highly competi- 
tive environment, especial- 
ly in the fields of invest- 
ment and trade. 

Jordan is one of 28 coun- 
tries currently negotiating 
to join the organisation s 


members. The Arab coun- 
tries that have already 
joined the WTO are 
Kuwait, Qatar, Egypt, 
Morocco. Tunisia. Maurita- 
nia. the United Arab Emi- 
rates. Djibouti and Bahrain. 

The .Arab countries cur- 
rently negotiating to join 
the WTO are Jordan, Alge- 
ria. Oman, Saudi Arabia 
and Sudan. 
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Emerging economies to be hit 
if Japan does not act — report 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — Cur- 
rencies of emerging 
economies will plunge if_ 
Japan fails lo swiftly imple-* 
mem a strong and credible 
package to rescue its ailing 
economy. U.S. investment 
house Goldman Sachs has 
warned in a report 

“If the Japanese rescue 
package is neither strong nor 
credible, then we open a Pan- 
dora's box of grave conse- 
quences for emerging 
economies." it said in its lat- 
est Emerging Markets Eco- 
nomics quarterly report. 

Under this bearish scenario, 
the yen would likely depreci- 
ate severely against the U.S. 
dollar, leading lo increased 
pressures on China lo devalue 
the yuan and the unhinging of 
the Hong Kong dollar's peg 


to the U.S. dollar, it s&id. 

“Under these circum- 
stances. financial contagion 
(a Tsunami, or tidal wave) to 
the rest of emerging world 
would be violent and immedi- 
ate. leading to a severe test of 
currencies in countries that 
strongly depend on external 
financing" like Russia and 
Brazil, the report said. 

Goldman Sachs noted 
Japan faced an extremely dif- 
ficult economic crisis, which 
had created such high risks 
for the global economy that 
the government had little 
choice but to adopt a bold res- 
cue package to rehabilitate its 
ailing banking system as well 
as fiscal stimulus measures, 
including permanent tax cuts. 

In addition, it said, the 
package must include mea- 


sures to deregulate and moke 
the economy more transpar- 
ent. 

Goldman Sachs said it 
attached a “70 per cent" prob- 
ability to Japan taking firm 
action to put its economy in 
order, one in which financial 
markets would not be disap- 
pointed. If strong and credi- 
ble, the package would likely 
allow the yen to recover in 
three, six and 12 months to 
132, 130 and 127 units per 
U.S. dollar, it said. 

“If we are wrong and the 
rescue package proves to be 
weak and not credible, then it 
is likely that Japan could slip 
into deeper recession. The 
exchange rate may overshoot 
to boost exports and partly 
offset the collapse of domes- 
tic demand." it said. 


A leading top 100 Saudi Company seeks to employ 


SALES ENGINEERS 


For its Office Furniture Division. 

Candidates should be: 

* BSc Engineering — preferably in Architectural or Interior Design. 

* Minimum 2 years work experience. 

* Fluent in both English and Arabic. 

Packages offered are competitive and include a basic salary plus 
commission and other benefits with good growth potential. 


ONLY THE BEST SHOULD APPLY 

If interested, kindly send your resume and recent photo to: 


Al Makateb Company, 
P.O. Box 962188, 
Amman-11196. 


Jordanian industrialists 
to seek joint ventures 
in discussions with 
Romanian delegation 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — A Roman- 
ian economic delegation will 
visit the Amman Chamber of 
Industry (ACT) Wednesday 
for economic talks and dis- 
cussions on prospects for set- 
ting up joint industrial ven- 
tures. 

An AC1 statement Monday 
said the delegation, led by the 
Romanian deputy minister of 
industry and trade, is expect- 
ed to discuss ways of bolster- 
ing trade and economic lies as 
coiled for by the joint Jordan- 
ian-Romanian economic 
com mince, said the state- 
ment. 

The 13-member group 
which comprises representa- 
tives of the various Romanian 
industries and exporters of 
industrial products and raw 
materials, will be meeting 
Jordanian counterparts who 
will seek to discuss with the 
representatives the possibility 
of launching joint industrial 
projects for manufacturing 
products that can replace 
those which Jordan is current- 
ly importing, said the state- 
ment 

It noted that the two sides 
will also discuss means of 
adjusting the trade balance 
between Romania and Jordan 
which is currently eight-fold 
in Romania's favour. Accord- 


ing to the statement. Jordan's 
imports from Romania in 
1997 were worth S26 million 
against $3 million worth of 
Jordanian goods exported to 
Romania in the same year. 
This issue requires serious 
attention on the part of Roma- 
nia and calls for Romania to 
increase its imports from Jor- 
dan to help adjust this gap. the 
statement added. 

The statement pointed out 
that the negotiations aim at 
lifting Romania's restrictions 
on imports of Jordanian 
goods, facilitating the passage 
of Jordanian products in tran- 
sit through Romania to west- 
ern Europe and cancelling 
fees collected by Romanian 
authorities for the passage of 
trucks transiting through 
Romanian territory that 
Romania has now' become a 
member of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). The 
WTO demands that no restric- 
tions should be imposed on 
exchanged products or those 
passing in transit. 

The statement pointed out 
that Romania and Jordan are 
currently involved in only 
one joint venture: The manu- 
facture of refrigerators while 
present Jordanian invest- 
ments in Romania arc esti- 
mated at SI 1 million. 


FIVE FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT IN UM UTHEINA 
Ground floor flat, 2nd / 3rd floor flats. Each consists of 3 bod- 
rooms. 3 bathrooms. L- shaped salon and dining room, deluxe 
furniture, satellite and telephone. 

All flats preferably to be let to an embassy at a reduced rate 
Please call Tel.: 4924949/5510794 
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The Business of Information 


Prices as at 3/08/98 12:05 


j Currency 

USD 


GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

CAD 

ITL 

NLG 

FRF 

US Dollar 


1.7583 

0.609S 

14800 

14243 

14067 

1743.90 

14924 

54247 

DE Marie 

0.S6S6 

. 

0.3445 

04369 

80.56 

0.8518 

986.65 

1.1279 

34538 

GB Sterling 

1.0407 

2.9006 

- 

24260 

233.76 

2.4720 

2882.00 

34711 

9.7268 

CH Franc 

0.6757 

11947 

0411* 

- 

9642 

1.0172 

1178.12 

134.65 

44040 

JP Yen 

0.0070 

14411 

04276 

1.0387 

- 

14574 

1244 

13941 

4.1613 

CA Dollar 

0.6837 

14916 

04225 

1.0666 

1.06 

- 

127040 

14551 

4.3265 


Lira 

0.0006 

1.0134 

04491 

0.0848 

1226.39 

04632 

- 

1142 

34974 

NL Guilder 

0.6019 

88.63 

0.3054 

7441 

7148 

0.7552 

874.64 

- 

24724 

FR Franc 

0.1668 

04981 

0.1027 

244516 

24.01 

04540 

33.62 

33.6200 

- 
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Currency 

USD 

JOD 

SAR 

BAH 

OAT 

KUW 

AED 

LBP 

EGP 

US Dollar 

_ 

0.7090 

3.7502 

04770 

3.6402 

04064 

3.6729 

1506.00 

34220 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4104 

. 

54834 

0.5317 

6.1343 

04322 

5.1804 

2126.94 

44265 

Saudi Riyal 

0.2667 

0.1891 

. 

0.1005 

0.97 

0.0817 

0.98 

402.11 

04125 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.66 

14807 

94477 

<■ 

9.66 

0.8128 

9.74 

4000.11 

94772 

Qatar Dinar 

0^747 

0.1948 

1.0302 

1.0302 

- 

0.0842 

1.01 

41446 

0.9401 

Kuwait Dinar 

3^636 

Z3138 

124388 

1.2303 

11.88 

” 

11.99 

492145 

0.94p1 

Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

0.1930 

1.0210 

0.1026 

04911 

0.0834 

- 

41047 

0.9317 

Le banes e/1 000 

0.66 

0^4702 

24869 

04600 

24139 

0.2032 

24366 

- 

22692 

Egyptian 

02922 

04072 

1.0969 

0.1102 

1.0638 

0.0895 

1.0733 

440.68 

- 

Energy 

Mid-East Currencies 



Oils 

Last 

revloui 


Currency 


EhZI 

M c i-i J 

CHF 


Brent 

0.00 

0.00 


SA Riyal 

0.2667 

04717 

0.16257 

049496 

38404j 

W.Tex« 

14.09 

14.16 


AE Dirham 

04723 

04816 

0.16599 

040327 

38.7943 

Bonny 

0^10 

0.00 


KW Dinar 


6.77367 


443325 

465.1isl 

Dubai 


12j48 


BH Dinar 


4.69263 

1.61734 

3.92927 

3774291 


139.00 | 

141.00 


CY Pound 

1.9167 | 

3.387 

1.167 

2.835 
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Metal Prices 


Libor Fixing 


Metal 

Bid 

Offer 


Period 

-1 - 

-3- 

-6- 

-1- 

Gold (oz*s) 

2904 

290.9 


C’ncy 

Month 

Months 

Months 

Year 

Silver (oz's) 

6.64 

5.67 


USD 

5.6563 

5.6875 

5.7500 

5.8281 

Platinum (oz’s) 

377 

379 


GBP 

7.6869 

7.7539 

74125 

7.8125 

AL <3 Months) 

1380 

1363 


JPY 

0.5977 

0.6563 

0.6641 

0.6680 

CU (3 Months) 

1724 

1728 


DEM 

3.4688 

3.5313 

3.6250 

34125 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1095 

1096 


FRF 

3.5195 

1.8945 

2.0117 

2.1250 

Lead (3 Months] 

558 

669 


CHF 

14125 

34664 

34563 

3.8438 

N! (3 Months) 

4445 

4465 


ITL 

5.0250 

44715 

4.6310 
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Main Equity Indices 


vac' 


Bourse 

Index 

Value 

Chng 

% Chng 

High 

LOW 

PrCb 

NewYorfc 

DOW JONES 

892148 

6.43 

0.07 

8921.39 

891341 

8914.96 

Newyork 

S&P 500 

1126.92 

1.71 

0.15 

112642 

112541 

112S41 

London 

FT-SE 100 

6893.5 

494 

0.85 

5908.9 

58423 

5844.1 

Tokyo 

NIKKIE 225 

16201.8 

43.51 

0.27 

16311.5 

16190.7 

16158.1 

Paris 

CAC40 

420248 

63.69 

1.54 

420248 

415261 

4139.19 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

5897.05 

4342 

— P - 7 * 

589749 

5837.51 

5853.63 


Energy 


* JOD Cross Rates 


Commodity 

Last 

Delivery 


Currency 

Buy 

Sell 

Coffee (c/ttjs) 

1174 

Spot 


US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

Cocoa (S/ton) 

1898 

Spot 


GB Startling 

1.1637 

1.1695 

Sugar (5/ton) 

260 

Spot 


OE Mark 

04995 

04015 

Wheat (S/ton) 

0 

Spot 


CH Franc 

04768 

04792 

Soya (c/1 be] 

24.22 • 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.1192 

0.1196 

Tea (stg/kg) 

125 

Spot 


JP Yen 

0497 

0.4995 

Barley (S/bsh) 

0 

Spot 


NL Guilder 

0.3543 

0.3561 

Rice (Vlon) 

416 

Spot 


IT Lira 

04049 

0.4089 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Wffiams 


ACROSS 

*. Ltnal-lies 
6 Wanes 
:: Reduce speed 

14 Ccyntrv house 

15 Oaf 

*6 Actress 
Hatcher 

17 Elba's country 
l£ Vega s 
const&lahcn 
IS Tempo tear* 

Z0 J.>m Redgrave 
23 Ready or __ » 

2-: Valid 

25 Krcots hghlly 
rs Ticks cr. 

3i Vale deer 

35 Grew cldor 

36 Sc<Xmg lotion ' 

37 Garb 

33 AT eys sitcom 
J 1 Nava? rar»K 
•iZ Trad.tlo.na: 

Kr,CK a sdge 
43 rlcral necklace 
aa Engraved pilar 
•15 _ Vcn 
Bismarek 
45 Quaker WilLam 
-7 Disparaging 
rwark 

-9 Heaithy spot 
51 

apparel store 
59 Singer Guthrie 
£0 Cra 2 V 

61 San_,CA 

62 Pn^aiy 

63 Sfaughwr of 

SasePall 

64 Two werds 
separated ty a 
v:rgyle 

65 Le Pew o l 
eancons 

66 Hangs down 

67 Net hght-fiding 
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By Eugene R. Puffenberger 
Heaton, VA 


DOWN 

1 Tel _ -Jaffa 

2 f/creno or 
fiudner 

3 Fiair 

4 Ginsberg and 
Drury 

5 Aulhonty to 
decide 

6 Rrstiadyof 
scat 


7 Young feSas 
9 Expkreions 

9 Step 

10 Small dagger 

1 1 Strauss 

12 Algerian port 

13 Party bran ch 

21 Soviet dictator 

22 Flurry 

25 Desreabte 
reviews 

26 Actor's 
business 
representative 

27 Intrinsically 

29 Disney dwarf 

30 Distributed 
cards 

32 Supermarket 
passage 

33 Putting surface 

34 Become 
permanent 

36 San Texas 

37 From one sfde 
to the other 

39 Knife- 
sharpener's 
tool 

40 Drunkard 



Andy Capp 



45 Journalist 
Fated 

46 'Scent of a 
Woman" star 

48 Compulsions 

50 Piano control 

51 Seductress 

52 'Dies 

53 Cut short 


5* AH aflutter 

55 Impudent beefs 
talk 

56 Change 

completely 

57 Problems 
of prime 
domes 

58 Ripped 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbargen 



™ st be m y low-fat diet, 
iviy tat hangs lower every year. 


*J n *F r ambte these tour Jumbles, 
one fetter u> each square, to term 
•Our ordinary words. 
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Business & Finance 



A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Jordanian, Egyptian electricity systems 
will integrate in October, official says 


** THE EGYPTIAN and Jordanian elec- 
tricity systems will integrate in October, 
an official has said.The linkage is expect- 
ed to save the two countries at least $5 
million a year, and the project will eventu- 
ally link the grids of Syria, Iraq and 
Turkey, a process expected to be complet- 
ed by year 2002. 

Energy Minister Mohammad Saleh 
Hourani will meet later with his Egyptian 
counterpart, Mohammed Ab aza. to 
finalise the final steps for the link ing of 
die power grids, Jordan News Agency 


Petra said. The Egyptian-Jordanian pro- 
ject was to have been inaugurated last 
December but was postponed due to the 
collapse of a massive coral reef, which 
broke an underwater cable in the Red Sea. 

A 600-metre section of the 13-kilometre 
long, 400-kilovolt cable was replaced at a 
cost of about $72 million, an official told 
the Associated Press on condition of 
anonyurity.The project is being partially 
financed by the Arab Fund for Social and 
Economic Development 


... Jordan and Algeria agree to cooperate in 
pharmaceutical production , medical services 


** JORDAN AND Algeria agreed on 
cooperation in pharmaceutical production, 
medical services and exchange of medical 
expertise, the health ministry has said. 
The agreement was concluded following 
talks in Algeria between Health Minister 
Ashraf Kurdi and his Algerian counterpart 
there, a ministry statement said. 

The two sides called for further integra- 
tion of the Jordanian- Algerian pharma- 
ceutical industry through joint ventures. 


and sharing projects, and increased invest- 
ments by die private and public sectors, 
the statement said. The Algerian side 
renewed an offer to provide Jordan’s phar- 
maceutical companies with raw material 
for the manufacture of antibiotics. 

Algerian officials requested an increase 
in the number of air flights between the 
two countries to facilitate nhe transfer of 
Algerian patients to Jordan, the statement 
said. 


Gammo urges private sector to help 
set up major truck terminal in Amman 


** JORDAN PLANS to set up a truck 
terminal in Amman to stimulate road' 
transport in the Kingdom, Transport 
Minister Sami Gammo has saiiiHe 
called on private sector companies and 
financial institutions to contribute to 


the project, which he estimated would 
cost JD10 million ($14 million). The 
plan calls for construction of parking 
and service facilities for trucks and 
trailers as well as cargo storage areas. 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 1998 


By Undo C. Block, Tribune Medio Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) This morning is a good 
time to make contacts and cold calls. This afternoon, 

• there may be a test An older peraon will want to know 
what you’ve done with the money. If you've kept good 
secord of it you could win big and get more! Don't 
'waste the* morning. Do your homework. • •- 

’TAURUS: (April 20 to May .20) The moon is going-, 
into Capricorn. This will open things up so you’ll be 
able to accomplish your goal more easily. However, 
those conditions won’t be in effect all day. Going out to 
dinner with an old friend would be an excellent way to 
celebrate making it through a stressful situation — 

. hopefully unscathed. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) If you know any come- 
dian types, try to get one to put on a show today. It’ll 
benefit everybody and work will go faster if you all 
keep laughing. That will bring more money into your 
account Keep the other people happy and you get rich? 
Almost sounds too good to be true!. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You and a partner need 
to put you r heads together. Between the two of you^ 
solution to the problem can be found. Looks like your 
partner is the one who’s stressed. He or she can’t figure 
out how to achieve the objective. Offer an idea rather 
than a bailout 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) It looks like you're get- 
ting more attention than you expected for work done in 
the past. You could even get a bonus. People are start- 
ing to recognise the things you do and acknowledge 
you. Just accept the objective. Offer an idea rather than 
a bailout 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Somebody is 
pushing you to get a job done, so you have a hustle. You 
may have some time for lunch with your sweetheart 
but you won’t have much opportunity for a full-fledged 
conversation until tonight Make plans to do that; you'll 
have lots of good sorties to tell by then. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Your attention 
" is focused more on home and family for a while. 
There's business to be handled there, so you may have 
to turn down an invitation to go out tonight. Not to fret; 
there will be more later. Get domestic problems han- 
dled first 

“SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) This is a 
good day for learning skills you can apply on at work 
to increase your income. You may get a chance to meet 
with other people, and in that case, you’d be learning 
teamwork skills. Don’t even answer the phone call 
from the friend most likely to suggest you pay hook}'. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) The 
good news is you feel fabulous. You’re enthusiastic, 
energetic and your sense of humour looks tike it’s in 
fine shape. The bad news is you need money so you 
have to stay at work today. Don’t even answer the 
phone call from the friend most likely to suggest you 
’ play hooky. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You 
Should be feeling stronger. You will still be under a bit 
of tension, ‘however. Looks like money is right or some 
-other constraint is in effect. No problem. The moon is 
going into your sign, so you can handle difficult situa- 
tions as if they were nothing; you thrive on adversity. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) It’s time to 
put up or shut up. You are a person of great ideas, but 
sometimes you fake too long pondering alternatives. A 
Capricon can. always be counted on to give a push in the 
direction you want to go. Look at this as an opportunity 
and the Capricon as your friend 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) There will be a 
test during die first part of today. You might as well be 
prepared. Study so you do a good job; it looks like you 
. could be rewarded quite nicely for getting the answers 
-right. Later in the day there will be a celebration. 

Birthstone of August: Peridot — Golden Quartz , 


JTAto 
exhibit 
Jordanian 
products 
in Algeria 
next month 


_AMMAN. (Petra) — The 
TfffrdadTVade "Association 
(JTA) will organise a four- 
day exhibition of Jordanian 
products in Algiers by the 
end of September. 

The exhibition aims at 
familiarising the Algerian 
people, the public and pri- 
vate sectors with the 
Jordanian products and the 
advanced level they have 
reached and to promote 
trade exchange between 
Jordan and Algeria. 

Some Jordanian compa- 
nies export their products 
to Algeria, particularly 
pharmaceutical companies. 

Jordan has earlier signed 
a memorandum of under- 
standing with Algeria for 
increasing bilateral trade 
relations. 

Jordanian exports to 
Algeria in 1997 amounted 
to JD21.S million while its 
imports were JD1.1 mil- 
lion. 


Bank of 

Israel sets 

leveraged 

buyout 

loan 

ceiling 

TEL AVTV (R) — The 
Bank of Israel has said it 
had published new restric- 
tions on bank lending for 
major leveraged buyouts. 

Banks supervisor Zeev 
Abeles said the sew direc- 
tives were made in response 
to the increased use of bank 
borrowing to finance buy- 
outs over the last several 
months. 

‘This phenomenon puts 
most of the investment risk 
on the banks, endangering 
their stability, especially in 
the light of the scale of these 
transactions.” the central 
bank said in a statement 
"The supervisor of banks 
is especially concerned 
about this kind of lending 
because in instances where 
the banks have no additional 
collateral repayment of the 
loans is entirely dependent 
on income derived from the 
company being invested in." 

Among major leveraged 
acquisitions completed in 
the last several months were 
Yitzhak Tshuva’s takeover 
of Delek the Israel Fuel 
Corp. The Arison group’s 
purchase of a controlling 
stake in Bank Hapoalim 
from the government and 
Claridge Israel’s acquisition 
of Koor Industries. 

Under the new directives, 
the Bank of Israel said, a 
bank’s total exposure to 
major leveraged buyouts 
could not exceed 100 per 
cent of its equity. 

The central bank said it 
defined such lending as 
credits that exceeded 0.5 per 
cent of a commercial bank’s 
equity or 25 million shekels 
(whichever is larger), which 
financed more than 70 per 
cent of an acquisition and 
■ depended' principally- ' bn 
income from the purchased 
company for repayment. 

The Bank of Israel said it 
would also require directors 
to establish a policy on 
leveraged buyout finance 
and to review their lending 
every six months. 

The central bank said it 
was concerned that banks 
were increasingly lending 
for leveraged buyouts with- 
out collateral. 

It warned that the phe- 
nomenon could cause bor- 
rowers to be less cautious in 
valuing takeover targets. 

The commercial banks say 
that they only provide 
financing for leveraged buy- 
outs where risks are low to 
returns. But the central bank 
wants the commercial banks 
to monitor their leveraged 
buyout lending on a sector 
basis to ensure they limit 
their exposure to any single 
industry. 
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The pack of riders in the Tour de France makes its way down the Parisian avenue des Champs-Elysees at the end 
of the 147 .5 -km 21st and final stage of the Tour de France cycling race August 2. Italian Marco Pantani became 
the first Italian to w in cycling's most prestigious race in 33 years and the first Italian since Fausto Coppi in 1952 to 
win the Giro and the Tour in the same year (Reuters photo) 


Champs-Elysees crowds 
hail Tour king Pantani 


PARIS (AFP) — Marco 
Pantani became the first 
Italian in 33 years to win 
the Tour de France here on 
Sunday after the world's 
premier cycling event fin- 
ished on the majestic 
Champs-Elysees. 

Tom Steels of Belgium 
(Mapeit won the final 
stage, a 147.5km ride from 
Melun to Paris, winning a 
sprint to the line to snatch 
his fourth stage victory. 

in the final standings. 
Mcrcatone Uno rider 
Pantani edged out German 
defending champion Jan 
Ullrich (Telekom) and 
Bobby Julich of the United 
Slates (Cofidts). 

The 28-ycar-old 

Pantani’s triumph made 
him the first Italian to win 
the Tour since 1965 winner 
Felice Grimondi. 

And he just couldn't con- 
tain his delight after 
mounting the podium. 

‘’This will always be a 
great day in my life. 
Winning the Giro and the 
Tour — my whole country 
has waited so long for that. 

"Despite the rain we 
hung in there right to the 
end to give the Paris public 
as great a spactacle as pos- 
sible." the Italian said. 

Pantani's win came after 
92hrs 49min 46scc of gru- 
elling competition in one 
of tnc world's toughest 
sporting events and was a 


deserved reward following 
third-place finishes in 1995 
and 1997. 

Ullrich finished where he 
had started the day — 3min 
21 sec adrift with Julich 
4min OSsec off the winning 
lime. 

Along with his Tour win. 
Pantani also entered 
cycling's pantheon of fame 
for another reason — he 
completed a remarkable 
double after winning the 
Tour of Italy earlier this 
year. That double, the 1 2th 
in cycling history, has now- 
been accomplished by- 
seven men. 

The first was , another 
Italian. Fausto Coppi. who 
managed the double-head- 
er in 1949 and 1952. 

Jacques Anquetil of 
France followed in 1964. 
then came an Eddy Merckx 
hat-trick for Belgium in 
1970. 1972 and 1974 

before Bernard Hinault 
gave French fans some- 
thing to shout about with 
triumphs in both races in 
1982 and 1985. 

Ireland’s Stephen Roche 
followed suit in 1987 and 
Spanish legend Miguel 
Indurain went one better by- 
scoring consecutive dou- 
bles in 1992 and 1993. 

Finishing in drizzle, the 
end of three weeks of hard 
graft w as rather an anti -cli- 
max with the race having 
been bedevilled by doping 


allegations which led to the 
Festina team being banned 
and six other teams pulling 
out. 

In the end, just 96 riders 
from 1 89 at the outset were 
still around to enjoy the 
denouement. 

And although the crowds 
turned out in their thou- 
sands to cheer the sur- 
vivors home, they could do 
nothing to wipe the enor- 
mous doping stain which 
has tarnished the race's 
reputation — possibly for 
good. 

At least Pantani's team 
helped to give the final day 
a festive flavour by moving 
to the head of the peloton 
to show off their newly- 
dyed yellow hair-styles in 
celebration of their team 
leader's triumph. 

Other winners were 
Ullrich’s compatriot and 
teammate Erik Zabel. who 
won his third successive 
green points jersey, while 
the King of the Mountains 
title went to Frenchman 
Christophs Rinero of 
Cofidis follow ing the with- 
drawal of Italian Rodolfo 
Massi amid a drugs scandal 
in the final week. 

Zabel was as happy with 
his green jersey as if he had 
won overall. 

"I didn't win any stages, 
it’s true. But tor me it's 
really something to have 
won the green jersey for 


in 


the third straight year 
Paris." he beamed. 

Steels, who was expelled 
from the Tour last season 
for throwing a water bottle 
in a .sprint, also had reason 
to be proud as he scored his 
38th professional win. even 
if his four stage wins were 
well behind the record of 
eight for Frenchman 
Charles Pelissier (1930) 
and Belgians Merckx 
(1970. J974) and Freddy 
Maertens (1976). 

“Now I love the Tour. I 
said before the start if I 
won two stages 1 would 
shave my head. Now I’ve 
won four I don’t know 
what I'll do." laughed the 
Belgian, who finished 85(h 
overall. 

The final stage began at 
Melun. There was a- hint of 
irony in that it began in 
front of the Napoleon III- 
style city hall where there 
stands a statue of French 
humanist Jacques Amyot. 
bom in the town in 1513. 

What he would have 
made of the debate raging 
over drugs in sport and this 
year's tarnished race is 
anybody's guess. 


Davenport defeats Williams 
to win Bank of the West title 


STANFORD iAPi — Lindsay 
Davenport outlasted an injured and 
erratic Venus Williams in three sets to 
win Sunday's sweltering final of the 
Bank of the West tournament. 

Play ing in temperatures of more 
than 90 degrees 1 32 degrees Celsius) 
that forced a 10-mmuic break before 
the third scl the top-seeded 
Dav enport u on 6-4. 5-7. 6-4 to cap- 
ture the $79,000 first prize. 

Tne third-seeded Wiliams, who 
served 1 2 aces in her semifinal victo- 
ry Saturday night over Monica Seles, 
had i 4 aces against Davenport — but 
aKo had eight double faults. 

Williams took two injury timeouts 
during the second set. and spent the 
!asr halt' of the match with her left leg 
and knee .wrapped in bandages. 

Das enport got a break in the ninth 
game of the final set to go up 5-4 and 
then needed four match points to 
close out the victorv. On the second 


point. Williams hi: a deep 
that Davenport though: was 


match 
return 
out. 

Davenport let out a little scream 
and didn't try to return the ball, then 
looked in shock as the linesman 
called the shot good. 

“I thought it went out. but it proba- 
bly went in because it did skid," she 
said. “It's tough on a big point. 
Sometimes you just want the bail to 
go out." 

Williams had gotten an early break 
in (he third set and taken a 3-0 icad. 
but Davenport broke back in the fifth 
game and then got the decisive break- 
four games later. 

Davenport kept Williams on the run 
in the first set. hitting sharply angled 
shots to move the teenager around the 
court. 

Davenport got the only break of the 
set in the seventh game. 

Davenport got another break to go 


up 2-1 in the second scl. and 
Williams immediately took a fivc- 
minutc medical timeout and had her 
left leg bandaged. The injury- 
appeared to leave Williams off- bal- 
ance on some returns. 

The trainer also attended to 
Williams two games later, and came 
out again two games after that tn tape 
Williams’ left knee and extend the 
uTap around her lee 

Williams then rallied, breaking 
Davenport's serve to even the set at 
4-all and breaking serve again in the 
final game of the scl The chair 
umpire then called a 10-minute time- 
out for the players "due to the 
extreme weather conditions." 


Volleyball federation eagerly 
awaits 9th Pan-Arab Games 


Jordanian expatriate invites team 
for training camp in Czech Republic 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Jordan Volleyball 
Federation (JVF) — after missing 
out on the last Pan Arab Games in 
Lebanon — is now eager to be part 
of the next event which will be held 
here in 1999. 

With a loaded schedule lo cany 
out, the federation seems happy with 
the teams' preparations. 

"We are satisfied with the way 
things are going," JVF Secretary 
Shawqi Abdallat told the Jordan 
Times. 

Being away from regional and 
international events since 1986. the 
JVF's plan now aims to seriously 
bring out the best of the sport for the 
9th Pan-Arab Games. 

Preparations for the big event 
include training camps and many 


friendlies. 

“We have been invited by a 
Jordanian expatriate for a ten-day 
training camp in the Czech Republic. 
We will also have a 3-day camp in 
Aqaba." Abdallat said. 

He added that the JVF missed the 
lust Games simply because the teams 
were noL ready. 

“We have a 'carefully-studied plan. 
Things are different now. Our teams 
are more mature and ready to face 
the challenges. We hope to score 
advanced results and not just be 
bystanders.’* 

Abdallat explained that participa- 
tion in any regional or international 
competition was put on halt for 
many years mainly financial reasons. 

“We receive JD 10.000 from the 
Ministry of Youth which is not 
enough to take the two teams (men 
and women) abroad for any competi- 


tion," he added. 

The JVF has estimated its budget 
for the Pan-Arab Games at JD 
225.000. 

“This amount of money will cover 
the expenses of the two teams, for- 
eign and local coaches and other 
expenses." Abdallat pointed out. 

“The men’s team trains three hours 
daily since March . while the women 
started in June," he added. 

The teams will have several friend- 
ly matches against Iraq. Syria and 
Lebanon.” 

Meanwhile, rhe national teams are 
preparing for the Arab Volleyball 
Championship in Tunisia Sept. 6-13 
and the first Arab Volleyball 
Championship for women in 
Amman this month. 


Costa 

wins 

Kitzbuehel 


Open 


KITZBUEHEL (AP) — 


Spain’s Albert Costa need- 
ed almost three hours 
Sunday to beat Andrea 
Gaudenzi in a lackluster 
match and win the General i 
Open for the second time 
after 1995. 

Costa, ranked 14th, 
picked up his eighth career 
tide by struggling past the 
Italian. 6-2. 1-6. 6-2. 3-6. 
6-1 at the $535,000 event. 

There was little drama in 
the two hour. 50 minute 
match between two clay 
court specialists as each set 
turned into a rout after un 
early service break. Both 
players appeared to lose 
their concentration at 
times, with Costa regaining 
his in time to sweep the 
decisive set. 

“Maybe my mind was a 
little tired.’’ said Costa. 23. 
"You play every week, 
fight in every match and 
now and then you lose your 
concentration." 

The win is likely to move 
Costa near a top 10 rank- 
ing. which the Spaniard 
held last year before 
slumping out of the Top 20. 
Costa, w hose titles have all 
come on clay courts, cap- 
tured the biggest tourna- 
ment rtf his career at 
Hamburg in May. 

He followed by reaching 
the Italian Open final 
against Mareclo Rios the 
next peek, hut was fotved 
to drop out with a wrist 
injury. Gaudenzi, who has 
climbed to World No. 36 
after a shoulder injury- 
dropped him to 157 last 
year, reached his second 
final this year after winning 
at Casablanca. 

Costa, who beat Thomas 
Muster in five sets to win 
his first title at Kitzbuehel. 
has nou beaten Gaudenzi 
five straight times. 

He is undefeated at 
Kitzbuehel. having won m 
K'th his appearances here. 
Costa took home 562.400 
for the title and Gaudenzi 
won $36,700. 



Andre Agassi of the United States (R) and Britain's Tim Henman hold their trophies 
after finishing the Mercedes Benz Cup in Westwood. Agassi won in straight sets, 64 
64 (Reuters photo) 


Agassi wins 4th title of year 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Andre Agassi, blunting Tim 
Henman's 130 mph-plus 
serves with whipsaw returns, 
rolled through the Brit 64. 
64 Sunday to win the 
Mercedes Cup. his 1 1th con- 
secutive march victory with- 
out dropping a vet. 

Agassi needed just one 
hour. 20 minutes to win his 
fourth tournament of the 
year anti second in as many 
weeks. He'll rise two spots 
la No. 1 1 in Monday's ATP 
Tour rankings. 

“It's been a long road." 
said Agassi, who lost in the 
first round here lust year 
when he failed to w in "any 
titles and plunged to a 
career-low I4|st ranking. 
“I've climbed 130 spots this 
year and 1 ! more to go. 1 
feel like I'm bctier than my 
ranking." 

Agassi's victory .streak 
includes one Davis Cup 
mutch. He hasn't lost since 
the second round at 
Wimbledon, where he and 
Hcnm.in were practice part- 
ners. They had never faced 
each other in a match until 
Sunday. 

“It wasn't quite high quali- 
ty tennis." said Agassi, who 
collected S45,00ff "He did- 


n't play his best and I know 
I didn’t. We were both feel- 
ing each other out early. 
Once I got the lead. I hit out 
a few more of mv shots. 1 


responded to some of his big 
shots well." 


Agassi dropped serve just 
once against Henman, net- 
ting a backhand in the sixth 
game o| the second set for a 
3-3 lie. 

But Henman double-fault- 
ed in the next game — the 
second straight sen ice game 
he lost on a double fault — 
it* fall behind 3-4. Agassi 
won the match serving a 
love game with a backhand 
passing shot down die line. 

“I don't think 1 played mv 
best tcnm.s. said Henman, 
whose semifinal finish at 
Wimbledon made him a hero 
in Britain. "To beat someone 
like Andre, you’ve got to 
play to the high level of sour 
gjme.” 

Henman had eight aces, 
hut negated them with seen 
double faults. Although he 
connected on 77 per cent of 
his first serves. Agassi often 
blasted returns to the comers 
or passed Henman at the net. 

"I had him in trouble a 
cnuple of times and he came 
up with wime big verve*,. '' 
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Agassi said. “He was having 
to serve a high percentage of 
first serves with the way I 
was returning." 

Agassi earned the only scr- 
\ ice break of the first set in 
the third game. Facing break 
point. Henman missed his 
first serve. 

Just before his second, a 
cell phone shattered the 
silence and Henman backed 
off in distraction. 

He forced deuce with a 
backhand winner, but then 
sent a forehand wide and 
netted an overhead smash to 
lose the game. 

“It’s not the first time it 
happened." Henman said of 
the chirping phones. “It’s not 
ideal, but it's going to hap- 
pen wherever you play." 

Agassi hasn't faced a sin- 
gle set point during his II- 
match streak. He was even 
hotter earlier this year, win- 
ning 1 3 consecutive matches 
until losing to promising 
American Jan-Michael 
Gambill at Indian Wells in 
March. 

“It's like letting something 
ride on the blackjack table." 
the Las Vegas native said. “II 
you let it ride, it gets bigger 
quicker." 
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STARTING JULY 13TH 


THE MAN IN 
the iron mask Shows: 12 : 30 . 3 : 30 . 6 : 30 . 9 ; 30 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:30. 9.30 


Shows: 12:30.3:15. 
6:00.8:15. 10:30 


Additional stores Thursday and 
Friday evenings at 12:50 


dddtf.wri sheas Thursday and 
Friday evening* at 12.39 


A LETTER TO THE 
GOVERNOR 

‘-hi.Kx-s liai.3 3P.S0n.tlt5. THU) 

cubqbk&s: 

DRACULA 

Showy YAJ rnllv 


Comedian Adel Imam . 

AL ZA'EEM 


in 


Comedian Add Imam .. in 

AL ZA'EEM 

Shows: 1:30, 4:30. 7:30, 10:30 

i| Additional s/was Thursday i 1 Additional sluws Thursday raid 
i . and Friday evenings at 12:30 : [ Friday trcnhqp at 72-.V.) 


i Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:30. 9:30 


The Authority in the 
Service of the People 

Starring Hishatn Yanes 
and the group 

r " r nrwv.ifioiu ea!L <*25155 . 
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Basketball World Championship 
Yugoslavia better without its 
stars than others without theirs 
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ATHENS (AP) — Yugoslavia without its 
big-name players is better so far than the 
v Americans without theirs, 
f - Sure, the United States is missing all of its 
NBA stars in this World Championship, but 
Yugoslavia is almost as hamstrung without 
Vlade Divae, former NBAer Predrag 
Damlovic and injured playmaker 
Aleksandar Djordjeciv. 

Still, the Atlanta Olympic silver medal- 
ists, are 4-0 after Sunday's 95-55 second- 
round bashing of Canada (1-3) where all 12 
players scored led by Miroslav Beric with 
13. 

Host Greece is 4-0, but the biggest suprise 
is Spain, which is also unbeaten as the tour- 
nament heads toward its final Aug. 9. All 
three are assured of reaching Friday’s quar- 
terfinals. 

The Americans (3-1) seem to have recov- 
ered from a loss last week to Lithuania and 
also had all 12 in the scorebook. They beat 
Argentina (2-2) 87-74 as Wendell Alexis — 
a former star at Syracuse — led with 20. 

After a four-year absence caused by sanc- 
tions during the war, Yugoslavia returned in 
‘95 to win the European title and repeated it 
.two years later: 

This team — stars or no — is just as good, 
said coach Zeljko Obradovic. 

. “Certainly the absence of players such as 
(Zoran) Savic — who retired from interna- 
tional play — and Danilovic and Divac is 
- consideable,” Obradovic said. “But , I 
believe this team has a quality equivalent to 
that of *95 when all those players were pre- 
sent” 

The Americans at 3-1 were joined Russia 
and Italy with the same records. Russia was 
a 71-55 winner over Italy, and Lithuania 
was dumped from the unbeaten ranks by 
Axiscralia 71-61. 

; jJ“I think it (the victory) was for re-estab- 
| . fishin g ourselves,” said Alexis, whose 20 
A was followed by Jimmy Oliver with 18 and 
■T : - Michael Hawkins with 15. ‘T think after the 
loss to Lithuania t eams started to look at us 
with a lesser light” 

U.S. coach Rudy Tomjanovich has 
watched his team dip and climb as it tries to 


tie together its CBA, college and European 
roots. 

“You can say we’ve had some ups and 
downs," Tomjanovich said. 

“Our intensity level coming into the game 
wasn’t where it should be," he added. “We 
talked a little about us representing the 
United States and also what this can do for 
players personally." 

Russia’s win over Italy (2-2) was keyed 
by* Sergei Babkov with 26 and Mikhail 
Mikhailov added 15 rebounds. Italy was led 
by Gregor Fucka with 15 points. 

“The win against Italy gives us hope of 
advancing to the final four,” said Russian 
coach Sergei Belov. “It’s important given 
the fact we lost to Italy in the European 
championship (semifinals last year.).” Italy 
eventually took silver and Rnssia bronze. 

Lithuania, silver medalists in the last two 
Olympics, also finds itself at 3-1 after los- 
ing to Australia as Andrew Gaze scored 24 
for the Aussies and Saulius Stombergas led 
Lithuania with 17. 

The Aussies, losers of two games here by 
a combined five points, put the lid on 
Lithuanian forward Arturas Kamisovas 
who had only 10 points after averaging a 
tournament-high 22.7 in the first three 
games. 

Spain, which last won a medal in a major 
tournament with bronze in the "91 
Europeans, beat Brazil 73-61 with 17 each 
from Alberto Angulo and Ignacio 
Rodriguez, loao Jose Vi anna had 15 for 
Brazil (1-3). 

Greece, a 71-64 winner over Puerto Rico, 
got 19 from Nikos Economous to lead the 
way. 

“Some people think that because we’re 
playing Greece, this is going to be easy,” 
said coach Panayiotis Giannalris, who 
played cm Greece’s last great team — the 
1987 European champions. “But 1 can tell 
you nothing is simple." 

Greece has drawn near-sellouts while 
everyone else has played to small crowds 
averaging 500 to 1,500. 


MLB RESULTS 
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Brazilian outshines Popov 
for Goodwill Games gold 



Australian Pauline Manser (R) goes up for a block on a spike by Brazil’s Shelda Bede, 
during the women’s beach volleyball gold medal game at the Goodwill Games 
(Renters photo) 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Russia’s Aleksandr Popov 
had better start worrying 
more about Brazil's 
Fernando Scherer and less 
about American Bill 
Pilczuk if he wants to 
defend his Olympic swim- 
ming titles at Sydney. 

Scherer emerged as a 
major threat to Popov’s 
reign here Sunday on the 
last day of the Goodwill 
Games, winning the 50- 
metre freestyle title and ren- 
dering Popov’s 100m 
freestyle victory hollow 
with two amazin g efforts. 

“1 know I can break the 
world record in both 
events," Scherer said. ‘T 
will train harder than I did 
for this. 1 loved the meet It 
was the best for me. I’m 
very happy to beat Popov. 
He is the best swimmer 
yeL" 

Scherer and the World 
All-Stars won the team title 
under the unusual Goodwill 
dual meet format by beating 
Germany 85-37 to finish 
undefeated. Russia edged 
the United States 63-59 and 
took second. 

Popov beat Pilczuk to 
avenge a 50m freestyle 
defeat at the world champi- 
onships in January at Perth, 
a loss that snapped the two- 
time rei gnin g Olympic 50m 
and 100m freestyle champi- 
on’s seven-year win streak. 

Popov’s winning 50m 
time, 2221 seconds, would 
have taken the world title 
but was only second overall 
here to Scherer’s 22.18 
effort earlier in the day for 
fire World All-Stars in their 
dual meet against Germany. 

“I was excited about my 
time in the 50,” Scherer 
said. “But I was also a little 
disappointed with my last 
stroke. I missed the wall 
and had to reach. I was 
happy but I was so close to 
going under 22 seconds.” 

Scherer settled for match- 
ing South African Peter 
W illiams as die fourth-best 
50m freestyle performer in 
history, tr ailin g only Popov 
and Americans Tom Jager 
and Matt Biondi. Jager’s 
world record is 21.81. 

“Honestly I was really 
surprised to see him go that 
fast,” Popov said of 


Scherer, “That’s life. We 
will see about that.” 

Popov’s reaction time was 
the worst in his 50m race 
but he recovered to win 
with compatriot Roman 
Yegorov second in 22.92 
and world champion 
Pilczuk third in 22.99, 7/10s 
of a second off his winning 
time in Perth. 

“All the races were pretty 
tough. I’m pretty tired,” 
Popov said. “1 never have 
an easy time. I always have 
to swim fast." 

Pilczuk, disappointed 


with his time, named 
Scherer as the top threat to 
Popov, saying, “He has a 
new rivalry with Fernando. 
He didn’t care about me as 
much. I think he wanted to 
catch Fernando, though ” 

Based on previous days’ 
times, Popov won the 100m 
title in 48.S6 seconds, edg- 
ing Scherer by 5/10Qs of a 
second. Neither man swam 
the event Sunday as part of 
team strategy to save their 
strength for later relays. 

But Scherer diminished 
Popov's title by opening the 


World team’s 4x100 
freestyle relay in 48.69 sec- 
onds. the fourth-fastest 
100m freestyle time in his- 
tory. Only Popov's 1994 
world record of 48.21 and 
two 1988 efforts by Biondi 
have been faster. 

“I need to keep training, 
break the world record next 
year and see what happens 
at the Olympics,” Scherer 
said. 

Brazil’s top-ranked beach 
volleyball duo of Shelda 
Bede and Adriana Behar 
beat Australia's Pauline 


Manser and Kerri Pottharst 
12-9, 12-5, for the Goodwill 
title in the day's only other 
final. 

But Brazil's biggest star 
was Scherer, who won 1996 
Olympic bronze in the 50 
freestyle and was fifth in the 
Atlanta 100 freestyle. 

His showings slid to 
eighth in the 50 free and 
17th in the 100 free in 
January's world meet at 
Perth after troubles with 
injuries. 

: “1 had a bad two years 
after the Olympics.” 
Scherer said. “I stopped for 
six months with a problem 
in my shoulders and knees. 
Right before the worlds I 
lost my power. I lost my 
muscle. I’m here now.’’ 
Ukranian Denis 

Sylantiyev swam the fourth 
fastest 200 butterfly in his- 
tory. 1:56.16, to win the 
overall title in the event and 
help push a collection of 
swimmers from 12 nations 
to a team triumph. 

“These guys swam better 
together than they would 
have as individuals. They 
■ fed off each other,” world 
coach Sam Freas said. “I 
doubt the Goodwill Games 
will ever have the World 
team again. If you are too 
good you never get asked 
back.” 

The day’s only other 1998 
best swim came from 
American Kurt Grote. a 
2:13.16 to claim overall 
gold in the 200 breaststroke. 
The lackluster U.S. effort 
was attributed to having 
national championships 
open in nine days. 
■Goodwill officials denied 
South Africa’s Peony Heyns 
the $50,000 bonus adver- 
tised for world records 
because the 50m breast- 
stroke mark she set 
Saturday was not in one of 
the 14 events in the 
Goodwill meet 
Heyns was given 10,000 
dollars for the 30.95-second 
effort, which came on her 
way to a 1 00m breaststroke 
triumph. 

Rik Neethling was South 
Africa’s only men’s event 
champion, winning the 800 
freestyle title with a meet 
best of 8:01.01. 


y ear El Kaouch hoses down Kenyan fire at World Junior Athletics Championships 
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ANNECY (AFP) — Adil El 
Kaouch broke the Kenyan 
stranglehold on the men’s dis- 
tance events here on Sunday, 
winning Morocco's first ever 
gold at the world junior cham- 
pionships when he triumphed 
in the 1,500 metres. 

The championships also 
aided with the unlikely result 
of die American men return- 
ing home without a gold 
medal as the Australian 4x400 
metres team imposed the first 
ever defeat on the United 
States in the event since the 


championships began in 1986. 

The 19-year-old H Kaouch, 
who is a protege of Moroccan 
1500m world record holder 
Hicham El Guerrouj, also 
doused the hopes of the high- 
ly-rated Kenyan Benjamin 
Kjpknrui, who had to make do 
with silver despite saying that 
the French crowd would ‘see 
fire’ from him in the event. 

El Kaouch took out 
Kjpkurui in the final 30 
metres after the Kenyan had 
gone for home with 150 to go. 
He bad no answer to the 
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Opening feat Two of* 

Asa rule, sequela are seldom as 
good aa the originals. Bet there are 
exceptions. We rate S J. Simon’s 
“Why You Lnge Bridge*' aa one cf 

ths beet bridge books ever written. 
Its sequel, “Cut for Partners," has 
just been re-published. {Dev yn 
128 pp., paperback, 8&B6. 
AwSBia fr om "m Bridge World, 
3? W. 94th St. New York, N.Y. 
10024; plus 22 postage and ban' 
dkffc) It ia every Kt as good as the I 
original and, although first pub- 
igfe gi ahatat 5 0 yean ago, is still 


as freeh and delightful as w ban a 
first appeared- If there ia any slight 
drawback, it is that to appreciate it 
folly, you need to know the rhnrac- 

tore from the esriter week. 

On this hand. The Unlucky 
Expat and Futile Wllie were East- 
West ppafrm* Mrs. Gn aganh eun and 
Mr. Smog, Aftar Futile Willia’B dou- 
ble of two diamonds, “The Unludy 
Expert took a long time to paw. It 
is part of hie creed that low-level 
doubles should hardly ever be left 
in with a void. But this looked like 
ona of the 'hardly evere.* " With so 
extra strength and afraid of a 
misfit in spades, he decided to 
defend. 

Fmite Wffile led the two of dobs, 
East took the king and declarer fbk 
lowed with the foor. "H* Unlucky 
expert "assumed that tha lead was 
from four to the knave and that 
partner was void in spades! Accord- 
ingly be laid down the ace of spades 
with every intention of following it 
with the ox of spades to ask for a, 
heart return. _ , , 

“Bnt Mr. Smug ratted the aee, 
and while tha Unmcky Expert was 
still Winking, finessed the ten of 
diamraida. drew trumps and made 

W< pmi t rw rt _. 

“But Futile WilHe had one conso- 
lation. Mr. Smug was cackling «> 
hard he never got himself aroma to 
noticing that a grand slam m 
spades was cri j far East-West. 

AbBohitdy ddigbtfaL And right 


Moroccan's finishing speed. 

‘The Kenyan wasn’t that 
unbeatable and I ran a far bet- 
ter tactical race than he did,” 
El Kaouch said. 

“The weather hasn’t suited 
me since I arrived here and 
Fve also had a sore throat so I 
am not in the best of shape 
and fed weak. However, the 
Moroccan ran a far better race 
rhan me,” Kipkunn respond- 
ed. 

The Chinese women’s dom- 
ination continued as Lixin 
J an won the 1500 metres and 
T ili Yin won her second title 
of tiie week the 5,000 metres 
and broke the c hamp ionship 
record by almost 11 sec in the 
process. 

Tan, who was fourth behind 
Yminthe 3,000 metres earlier 
in tiie week, went clear 300 
metres out with the 3,000 


metres silver medallist 
Yimenashu Taye of Ethiopia 
having to settle for another 
runners-up spot. 

Australian Georgie Clarke, 
who at 14 is die youngest 
competitor here, acquitted 
herself creditably sharing the 
pace until 600 metres from 
home whereupon she dropped 
away to finish third last 
Yin was simply in a class of 
her own, cantering home in 
the driving rain to record a 
time of 15 : 29 . 65 , eclipsing the 
previous championship mark 
15:40.03, set by Ethiopia’s 
Ayelech Workn in Sydney two 
years ago. 7 
Ethiopia claimed gold, 
tho ug h, when the reigning 
world cross country champion 
Million Wolde, who also 
paceset for compatriot Haile 
Gebrselassie’s recent world 


records in Hengelo and 
Helsinki, won the 5,000 
metres in convincing fashion. 

The 19-year-old Wolde 
reacted to the presence of 
Kenya's Kipchumba Mitei on 
the final lap by lengthening 
his stride and within a couple 
of seconds he was metres 
ahead — leaving the Kenyan 
to take silver. Morocco's 
Ahmed Baday edged out 
Miei’s compatriot Kiyara 
Kamzee for bronze. 

“That’s fine, but now I am 
going to beat Haile,” Wolde 

saiti. 

Britain had a share in both 
the gold medal winners in the 
100 and 1 10 metres hurdles as 
Julie Pratt won the women’s 
event, after four false starts, 
and Latvian Stanislav Olijars, 
who is based in England, won 
the men’s title. 


Pratt, who fell when seem- 
ingly poised for victory in the 
European championships last 
year, just held off Chiba's 
Hongwei Sun on the line. 
Both posted the same time but 
the 19-year-old British girl got 
the verdict in the photo finish. 

“I saw the Chinese girl on 
my shoulder so I shut my eyes 
and dipped for the line,” Pratt 
said. 

•When you think about 
what happened last year this is 
great, particularly as in the 
Europeans I expected to win. 
Here I came hoping to get a 
medal,” she added 

Olijars. whose mother 
coaches dual world 110 
metres hurdles silver medal- 
list Tony Jairett, was in a dif- 
ferent class to the rest of the 
field as he came home in 
13.51 seconds, just two-htm- 


dreths of a second outside his 
personal best which was 
exceptional considering the 
rain soaked track. 

Britain laier captured their 
fourth gold medal of these 
championships when David 
Parker won the javelin by 
beating Gerhardus Pienaar 
into second place. 

Jamaica proved kings and 
queens of the relays as they 
bested the Americans twice, 
first in the men’s 4x100, led 
by the inappropriately named 
Steve Slowly — making them 
the first nation outside Great 
Britain or the States to win 
that title — and then a late 
final straight run by Allison 
Beckford also sealed gold in 
the 4x400. leaving the 
Americans, who had led into 
the final bend, to struggle in 
with bronze. 


Australia then caused the 
sensation of the final day in 
the 4x400 when tbeir 400 
metres silver medallist Casey 
Vincent passed America’s 
Andrew Pierce in the final 
straight to give the Aussies 
their first title of the champi- 
onships. 

America's womens 4x100 
relay team did strike gold with 
100 metres tideholder 
Shakedia Jones anchoring the 
team to the world’s best time 
this year of 43.52 while 
France, led by Jones' con- 
queror in the 200 Muriel 
Hurds, won silver in a nation- 
al record of 44.07 seconds. 

Algerian Baya Rahouli won 
the triple jump title and Pavel 
Gerasimov of Russia took the 
pole vault. 


ountalnside villa with swunmfr^>ool 
turL FI vo salons, four master 
t chons, garages, terraces, 
om, gardens; 600 m2 biffiifing 
accaJaureate School Must be eeel 
Tel. 4720668; 



FLAT FOR RENT 
pjRNISHEDAJNFURNISHED 

3 mw .3-bedroom apartment with ftdl marble tiling. 
3 bedrooms (one master), fivfng room, guestroom, 
kSdien, 2 bathrooms, central heating, car parking, 
finishing. Location: Defr Ghubar, near French 
(JJL Embassy Area- 

5933862, Mobile 079/94888 



THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

Announces PreflegistraHon for 
Pre-Kindergarten (4 years old) Kindergarten (5 years old) 

- Low tuition tees 

- Full day class es , &00 am.-lSOp-m. 

- Large, new faetties 

- American Curriculum: 

• Whole language programme 

• Integrated curriculum 

• Special classes in computers, P.E., and Music 
Reserve a place in ACS’s first grade programme for the following 

yeS For more Information, call 581-3944 or 581-3946 
between 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 



THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
ADMISSION TESTING FOR NEW STUDENTS 

Admission testing for new students in grades 1 thru 12 
at the American Community School for the 1998/99 
school year will be on Thursday, Augusf 6, 1998 at 
8:30 a.m. If you wish your child to be tested, please 
contact the school at 581-3944/6 before that date. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT IN 
UM UTHEINA 

Area:130 sq.m. Consists of 2 bedrooms, lounge, salon, 
kitchen, bathroom, excellent location, overlooking a nice 
view, near Amra Hotel. 

If interested please call Tel.: 5538861- 
Mobile 079/24488 


1 Vacant Position 

A diplomatic mission is in need of a highly qualified secretary 
with excellent translation skills, computer literate and office 
administration experience. Minimum qualifications: University 
degree (preferable AUC or AUB graduate} in a related field with 
three years experience. Those interested pis. write in English to 
Administration Officer, P.O. Box 3060 Amman-11181. All appli- 
cations will be treated in confidentiality. 


FOR SALE 

RENAULT 25-V6 INJECTION 1988 
CHARCOAL, FULL OPTIONS. 
DUTY PAID, JD7500 

CALL: 079/20300 
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Jordan Tunes, Tuesday, August 4, 1998 



Arafat to call cabinet 


reshuffle this week 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) head 
Yasser Arafat will announce 
a reshuffle of his Council of 
Ministers this week, a move 
demanded for months by the 
Palestinian legislature, 
senior officials said 
Monday. 

Senior members of Mr. 
Arafat's office and the elect- 
ed Legislative Council told 
AFP that Mr. Arafat would 
submit the reshuffled cabi- 
net list to the legislature dur- 
ing a meeting Wednesday in 
die West Bank town of 
Rainallah. 

“Arafat plans to hold a 
meeting of the PLO 
Executive Committee 
Tuesday night to obtain 
approval of the reshuffle 
and then will submit the 
changes to the Legislative 
Council on Wednesday." an 
official here said. 

Officials in the 8S-mem- 
ber Legislative Council said 
they had been informed by 


Mr. Arafat’s office on 
Monday that the new cabi- 
net list would be presented 
Wednesday. 

Deputies have been 
demanding for the past year 
that Mr. Arafat name a new 
cabinet to replace ministers 
accused of mismanagement 
and corruption over the past 
two years. 

Sixteen of the 18 current 
cabinet members submitted 
their resignations a year ago 
in response to the council’s 
criticism, but Mr. Arafat did 
not act on the move. 

The council has set sever- 
al deadlines for a cabinet 
change, but let them lapse at 
Mr. Arafat's request, most 
recently on July 25 when the 
PNA president was abroad. 

Deputies demanded how- 
ever that the new cabinet list 
be submined before the 
council goes on summer 
recess on Saturday. 

No details of the planned 
cabinet changes were 
revealed. 


A senior PNA official in 
Gaza City stressed that Mr. 
Arafat would only announce 
a limited reshuffle and 
would not submil a new 


government programme as 
demanded by many council 
members. 

The reshuffle was expect- 
ed to see the departure of 
four to seven ministers 
responsible for public ser- 
vices of the PNA — the 
interim body created by the 
Oslo peace accords to 
administer autonomy areas 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

No senior members of the 
cabinet were expected to be 
replaced. 

New ministers were 
expected to be drawn from 
the Legislative Council or 
include outside technocrats. 

At least two new ministers 
will be residents of Arab 
cast Jerusalem to underscore 
Palestinian claims of sover- 
eignty over the Israeli- 
annexed sector of the citv. 


Economic woes add to 
caSIs for elections in Israel 


TELAVTV (AFP) — Beset by 
growing economic woes and 
the crisis in the peace process. 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu faced new calls 
from within his governing 
coalition Monday for early 
national elections. 

Mr. Netanyahu held a spe- 
cial cabinet session Monday 
morning to discuss a recent 
sharp rise in unemployment 
and forecasts that economic 
growth in Israel would fall to 
a 32-year low in 1998. offi- 
cials said. 

The meeting took no con- 
crete decisions but announced 
the creation of a broad-based 
commission to tackle unem- 
ployment 

Amid the optimism fuelled 
by its historic 1993 peace 
agreement with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation. 
Israel enjoyed strong econom- 
ic growth under die previews 
Labour government 

But since Mr. Netanyahu 
c,unc to office in mid-1996 
and put the brakes on autono- 
my agreements with the 
Palestinians, the economy has 
slid steadily into recession. 

Unemployment reached a 
five-year high of 9.3 per cent 
in June and the Israeli 
Manufacturer’s Association 
reported Monday that it was 
expected to hit 10 per cent 
next year. 

\t the same time economic 
growth had plummeted from 
an average six per cent annu- 
ally from 1994 to 19% m an 
expected one per cent this 
yc.tr. the country’s worst per- 
formance since 1966. 

The worsening recession 


comes at a time when Mr. 
Netanyahu's fragile coalition 
is already deeply divided over 
the stalled peace negotiations 
with the Palestinians. 

Moderate members of the 
coalition are threatening to 
quit the government if it does 
not quickly cede more West 
Bank land to the Palestinians 
to keep the peace process 
alive, while right-wing hard- 
liners say they will bolt if such 
concessions are made. 

Now senior members of 
government and Mr. 
Netanyahu’s Likud Party are 
openly expressing concern 
that popular discontent over 
the high unemployment could 
provide the fatal blow. 

‘The option of early elec- 
tions has become more realis- 
tic during the past few 
weeks.” one senior official 
close to Mr. Netanyahu fold 
the daily Maori v. 

Ehud Olmert. Jerusalem’s 
mayor and a senior Likud 
member, called publicly on 
Mr. Netanyahu Sunday to 
hold early elections now 
while his popularity is strong 
rather than wait until the situ- 


divided on the issue. Before 
going on its summer break, 
the legislature last week gave 
preliminary approval to a bill 
calling for early elections. 

Rising unemployment 
threatens to be the greatest 
danger for Mr. Netanyahu as it 
above all effects the Sephardic 
community of Jews from 
North Africa and the Middle 
East who form the c«xe of 
Likud voters and back the sec- 
ond largest group in his coali- 
tion. die ultra -Orthodox Shas 


ation worsens. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
MordechaL the cabinet’s most 
popular member, also backs 
early elections. Maariv said. 

Mr. Netanyahu rejected Mr. 
Olmert ’s appeal. 

"1 have no intention of hold- 
ing early elections." Mr. 
Netanyahu slid Sunday in 
response to Mr. Olmert. ‘The 
election** will take place in the 
year 2000 as scheduled.” 

But even Mr. Netanyahu’s 
supporters in parliament are 


party. 

Critics blame Mr. 
Netanyahu and his economic 
team headed by Finance 
Minister Yaacov Necman and 
Bank of Israel Governor 
Yaacov Frenkel for imposing 
tight money policies to rein in 
inflation despite the negative 
impact on employment and 
economic growth. 

Mr. Neeman defended his 
policies in a radio interview 
Monday, arguing that “a fall in 
inflation w ill soon allow us to 
gradual)}, reduce interest rates 
and grow the economy.” 

But die opposition Labour 
Party and many businessmen 
reject this strategy, insisting 
the government must slash 
interest rates and revive the 


peace process to restore eco- 
nomic growth. 

‘The government must opt 
fur peace, dny it - monetarist 
approach, invest ;n infrastnK.- 
rurc and stop -hitting huge 
amounts of money to religious 
parties and Jcw,*h settler*” m 
the occupied territories, said 
former Finance Mmracr 
Avruham Shohat. 


Arab League chief meets Qadhafi 


TRIPOLI tAFPi — Arab 
League Secretary General 
Esinat Abdul Mcguid met 
here Monday with Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi. 
who is recuperating from 
hip surgery, the official 
JANA news agency said. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid said he 
was pleased with “the suc- 
cess of Qadhafi \ operation 
and wished him a speedy 
recovers',” JANA said. 

The Arab League chief 
and his delegation flew to 
Djcrba. Tunisia, from the 
Egyptian city of Alexandria 
and then travelled on by car 


to Tripoli. 

On Saturday the secretary 
general blasted the United 
States and Britain for Hock- 
ing his request to the V N. 
Sanctions Committee to 
allow him to flv to Tripoli 
despite the air embareo on 
Libya. 

The United States and 
Britain, both members of the 
U.N. Sanctions Committee, 
vetoed on Thursday Mr. 
Abdul Mcguid’s request to 
fly to Libya because the visit 
docs not have a humanitari- 
an purpose, a British diplo- 
mat said. 


Libya has been faced with 
sanctions over its refusal to 
hand over for trial hi 
S cotland or the United 
States two men suspected of 
the IMriS bombing of a U.S. 
airliner over Lockerbie. 
Scotland, which left 270 
dead. 

Mr. Abdel Mcguid was 
expected to discuss with Mr. 
Qadhafi an apparent shift in 
the positions of London and 
Washington, which now 
appear willing to agree to a 
tnal in a rhird country pn>- 
vtded it be held under 
Scottish law. 


RIDING THE CAMELS: Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hasson, the Regent, Prince Abdullah and Prince 
Rashed ride camels in the Eastern Badia on Sunday. Prince Hassan made an inspection tour to the Royal Badia 
Forces and conveyed King's greetings to the troops (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Up to 40 Algerians killed as 
U.N. team winds up probe 


ALGIERS (AFP) — As many 
as 40 people died when sus- 
pected Islamists machine- 
gunned a bus. finished off the 
occupants with knives, then 
torched the vehicle, according 
to newspaper reports here 
Monday. 

The daily Sawr El Ahrar 
reported that fighters from the 
anti-government Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA) stopped 
(he bus at a roadblock at Fidh 
El KJakh in the south-west 
Sunday, cut the driver’s throat 
and then set the bus ablaze 
killing at least five of the pas- 
sengers inside. 

Other papers reported higher 
lolls, ranging up to around 40 
dead. 

The Oran daily said the bus 
was machine-gunned in the 
forest of Tagoura and boarded 
by the rebels, who finished off 
many of the occupants with 
knives then torched the bus and 
several other vehicles. 

The rebels reportedly took 
away several women passen- 
gers when they fled the scene. 

An official statement said 
that 12 civilians had died, and 
that security forces had killed 
1 2 of the atiickcrv 

Meanwhile the six-member 
UN. fact-finding team, led by 
former Portuguese Premier 
Mono Soares, was winding up 
a jwo-wivk visit 

It met President Liamtne 

Zen ‘J.uiI on Monday, .is the 
Aleman govern men I rr reeled 
as outrageous a separate U.N. 
vail f'V an investigation of ihc 
behaviour * 'f Muen.m security 
forces 

Officials gave no mfofmt- 
t:on oi i the subsLmcc of the 
meeting with the prcsn.k - nt. 
which was also jti ended by 
hrreign Mmi-icr Ahmed Allaf. 

The U.N. Human Rights 
Committee List week called on 
Alcona to investigate the role 
of security forces as a step 


towards correcting massive 
human rights abuses in the 
country. 

Ti is outrageous tliat the 
committee has made pave 
accusations based on simple 
allegations against the institu- 
tions of the Algerian state." a 
foreign ministry spokesman 
told journalists Monday. 

The conclusions by the U.N. 
panel highlighted persistent 
allegations of systematic tor- 
ture. secret detentions, disap- 
pearances. ongoing massacres 
of civilians and the increasing 
use of the death penalty. 

Tiie committee recommend- 
ed that “in all eases of mas- 
sacres” an independent inquiry 
should be made into the con- 
duct of the securin' forces. 


“from the lowest to the highest 
levels, and where appropriate, 
to subject them to penal and 
dlsciplinaiy sanctions." The 
Algerian ministry spokesman 
stud it was “inadmissibte," that 
the U.N. group should have 
made no reference to human 
rights measures undertaken by 
the Algerian authorities, such 
as die closure of detention 
camjis for IsUimists and the 
abolition of special courts and 
anti-terrorist laws. 

During their 12-day visit, the 
U.N. team met government 
officials, political leader 
human rights organisations, 
lawyers and trade union and 
management re pre s en t a tive*. 

They also toured massacre 
sites and die high-security 


Scikadji prison in Algiers 
where hundreds of suspected 
Islamists are held, but they kept 
a low profile and refrained 
from public comments. 

Fighting between security 
forces- and Islamists, which 
began when the military 
annulled elections in January 
1992. has cost an estimated 
80,000 lives. 

Algerian authorities forbade 
any meeting during the visit 
with groups “outside the law.” 
meaning the Islamic Salvation 
Army (FIS) and armed 
Islamists. Algiers opposed the 
team having a remit to under- 
take an inquiry, which is why 
the U.N. delegation only had 
an information-gathering man- 
date. 


Algeria slams U.N. call for 
probe into military abuses 


ALGIERS (AFP) — The Algerian government 
Monday rejected as outrageous a United 
Nations call for an investigation of the behaviour 
of its security forces in massacres dial have ter- 
rorised the country . 

Tlic U.N. Hitman Rights Committee last week 
called on Algeria In investigate the role of secu- 
rity forces ;p» a step towards correcting massive 
iiunun riglrts abuses in the country. 

The p;incl Issued a i limning verdict on 
Algcna’s hum. in rights track record in ,i ikvu- 
mcm made public Friday following » nvo-dav 
study Iasi week of a report submitted by Algiers. 

“it is outrageous that Uk* committee has i runic 
grave accusations based on simple allegations 
against the institutions nf ihc Algerian stale.” a 
foreign ininiMiy spokesman told journalists 
here Monday. 

Nurncnnis reo mimcndauons were made in 
tile Algerian govcmnieiiL swell as preventing 
ircissactcs. ensuring cnincs were investigated by 
:m independent body, and reporting ol all disap- 
pearances. 

But the Algerian spokesman. Abdul An/. 
.Shut s.iid he* government had rejected Uk.* alle- 
gations “with indignation.” saying it would 


answer them point by poinL 
Oi allegations of torture and extra-judicial 
killing, the spokesman said five cases had been 
raised by the U.N. and Algeria had already 
rcspnnded to these. 

It had also responded to U.N. enquiries about 
49 cases of missing persons. 

“It is a very serious precedent for an expert 
committee to base ii.s conclusions on what it 
itself acknowledges lobe only allegations which 
it acccpLs unqucstioningly.” the Algerian gov- 
cninicm spokesman said. 

Tlic committee recommended th.it “in all 
case* of n».ss.icres ai an independent inquiry 
should he made into the conduct o|* the security 
forces, “from the lowest to the highest levels. 
;ind where appropriate, to subject them to penal 
and disciplinary s.inctions.” 

Mr. Shu stud it was ‘inadmissible.’’ that the 
U.N. group should have marie no reference to 
luniian right* measures undercti.cn bv the 
Algerian amhuritio. such as ihc closure of 
detention camp:- fi.*r Islamists, a moratorium on 
die dcatii penally. .md die aMiuon of specutl 
courts and . inf i- terrorist laws. 


Russian envoy says missiles not cause of Cyprus impasse 


NICOSIA 1AFP1 — Moscow'* sale of 
advuncui S- 5 r *> ground t<»-air missiles in 
Cyprus cannot be Named the <1c;k flocked 

peace process on ihc divided Mediterranean 
island. Russian envrs Vl.idinnrChi/hov s.nd 
Monday. The S-V*b ,tre m* itae reason (nr 
which die dialogue -tippxL and there ls m> 
movement toward a solution." he sud after 
Ulk* with Gblcns Clrridcs. (he Greek - 
president of tJie intematii mails 


recognised KcpuNic <»f Cyprus. 

‘Tctim»*i will evist for us lung a-* rise 
impasse continues. and it is possible that ii 
will mnease,’’ he said. 

“I musi stress ihot mv and my cixinlry's 
interest in ihc Cyprus pnJ’Icm is t*< Imntcd 
to the S- Vlf> issue.” Mr. ( In/hov siml. adding 
that lie and Mr Henries liar! discussed rtac 
missile*, which are scheduled for delivery in 
November Turkey has ihrvaiencd to kihiek 


out tlic missiles if they an: dcpkived. Kin-ins 
that they tlire.itcn Hie breakaway Turidsh 
RcpuNie »r Northern Cyprus and parts of 
Turkey including the NATO b.i*o ai Tncidik. 

'Today we arc a sicp behind when; we 
were a year agi i when we had talks {between 
rlK leaders of Uk island s div ided Greek and 
lurkish communities! m Tmufheck |m New 
'lortil ^nd Glinn [in Switzerland].” Mr. 
Chj/lMV said. 


Saudi Arabia’s Prince Abdullah is already the kingdom’s ruler in everything but name 


By Patrick Rahir 
Afcnct France Pressc 


DUBAI — Saudi Arabia, whose King 
Fahd was hospitalised Sunday, is effec- 
tively already ruled by the monarch's 
half-brother Crown Prince Abdullah Ben 
Abdul Aziz, diplomats in Riyadh said 
Monday. 

King Fahd. who is in his late-70s. first 
ceded the reigns of power to the crow n 
prince for six weeks as he recovered 
from a stroke in November 1995. 

Despite the supposedly temporary 
nature of this transfer of power. Prince 
Abdullah's influence over the kingdom’s 
affairs has increased. 

Nowhere is his influence dearer than 
in Saudi Arabia's foreign policy, which 
has seen closer ties with Syria and Egypt 


and a thaw in relations with the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. 

Prince Abdullah's decision to push for 
closer tics with Iran, despite American 
misgivings, took place even before the 
election of the relatively liberal 
President Mohammad Khatami. 

Prince Abdullah was also Saudi 
Arabia’s representative ar the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference's December meeting in 
Tehran. 

Under his influence. Saudi Arabia has 
increasingly coordinated its opposition 
to Israel with Syria and Egypt, especial- 
ly within the Arab League. Gulf diplo- 
mats say. 

Riyadh and Cairo both boycotted a 
Middle East economic summit held in 
November 1 9% because of Israel's pres- 


ence. despite V S pressure to attend. 
Syria has always boycotted these events. 

Those within the crown prince’s circle 
say he believe** close tics with the United 
Slates can be maintained without sacri- 
ficing Saudi independence on ever, 
issue. 

Prince Abdullah, for example, did not 
mince hi 1 * words when criticising 
Washington’s policy low jrd.% Israel dur- 
ing U S. mmiHeria! visits to the king- 
dom last year. Arab diplomats say. 

The crown prince also has a strong 
hold over the kingdom’s finances and its 
oil and economic policies, diplomatic 
sources say. In February lOyf,. he picked 
out a new finance minister 

Prince Abdullah, win. has no 
brothers, also gained popularity 


lull 

by 


imposing limits on the expenses yf ihc 


20.000 princes and princesses in the 
royal family, notably hv vetting a quota 
on free airline tickets 

He also set a limit for the telephone, 
electricity and water hills the royal 
princes left unpaid 

Even though King Fahd still presides 
over cabinet meeting'., “it is the crown 
prince that the ministers report to and are 
afraid of displeasing." one diplomat 
said. 

According 1* » a Western oil company 
executive based in Saudi Arabia, the 
kingdom's oil policy is decided by 
Prince Abdullah. “We gel the impression 
that he is the one in charge.” the execu- 
tive said while nn a visit to Dubai. 

This gradual change of power is not 
unprecedented in the kingdom King 
Fahd. who was then the crown prince. 


himself effectively ruled Saudi Arabia 
while King Klialcd’s health was failing 

Prince Abdullah, who himself had 
Dean problems m the laic 1980s hut has 
taken to a strict diet and exercise is 3n 
austere man who has the confidence of 
the country*, powerful ‘tribes and reli- 
gious leaders. 

The prince was horn in 1923 and since 
1W.2 has commanded the countrv’s 
National Guard, which munh^rs 
between 25.000 and 57.000 ITICn 
depending on the estimate. 

"Prince Abdullah is ihc 1 3th son of 
King Abdul Aziz, founder of Samti 
Anri*, in 1932 after a series of 
quests. H'S mother belongs to the power- 
ful Shummar Bedouin tribe which 
trained him as a warrior after he com- 
pleted a religious education. 


Training courses 
to qualify Santas 


LONDON (Ri — A British 
college is to set up a special 
Santa Oaus training course 
— and the Father 
Christmas hopefuls must 
not smoke or drink on the 
job. Weston-super-Mare 
College is launching the 
eight-Vcek course and 
planning to set up a special 
national federation Tor 
qualified Santas. “They 
w'ill have to learn that chil- 
dren are little adults and 
should be treated with 
respect.” the course tutor 
told the Independent 
Sunday. 


Vatican enters 
music industry 


VATICAN CITY lAFP) — 
The Vatican is entering the 
big-money music video 
clip industry with its own 
stars to rival the best the 
pop world can offer, the 
Pope and Mother Teresa. 
The audiovisual clips will 
be kept separate, with one 
of them a special homage 
to Mother Teresa, who died 
last year in the Indian city 
of Calcutta. Pope John Paul 
ITs video will include 
footage from his childhood 
in Poland, playing football 
with his friends, and his 
January meeting with 
Cuban President Fidel 
Castro, all backed by music 
from Italian singer Amedeo 
Minchi. 


Queen Elizabeth 
and Blair hope to 
save taxes 


LONDON (AFP) . — 
Queen Elizabeth II and 
British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair are considering 
sharing an aeroplane For 
carrying out their official 
functions in order to save 


taxpayers money, a gov- 
ernment spokesman said 
Sunday. “A number of pro- 
posals have been put for- 
ward by Buckingham 
Palace but no response has 
yet been made. TTie matter 
is still being considered." 
the spokesman said. 


Change in 
Chinese people’s 
eating habits 


BEU1NG (AFP) — 
China's city dwellers, 
increasingly under pressure 
as market reforms lake a 
grip, are now beginning n> 
skip breakfast, a social 
research poll said Saturday. 
The traditional Chinese 
breakfast of congee, 
steamed buns ami deep- 
tned dough sticks, is usual- 
ly eaten at around six in the 
morning, after a bout of 
Chinese shadow-boxing 
which is best practised 
between four and five a.m. 
But the increasingly hish- 
pressure urban environ- 
ment appears in haw 
changed Chinese people’s 
eating habits. 


Man bottles 
urine as perfume 


HARARE (R) - A 

Zimbabwean man has been 
jailed for a month alter 
pleading guilty to bottling 
his urine and .selling it as 
perfume. A woman who 
bought two bottles on the 
street without testing ft 
only realised she had been 
conned when she tried die 
pungent liquid out at home, 
local media reported. 
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Sleep revived 
Diana’s dance at 
Covent Garden 





LONDON tRi — British 
bullet star Wayne Sleep has 

recreated the famous balld 
dance he did on stage with 
Princess Diana at London c 
Co vent Garden. Sleep, tffa' 
danced the 1985 duel *• 
DianaN surprise birthday 
present for her ihcQ hus~ 
band Prince Charles. W 
present his tribute in a 
London show this week 
with his Dash dance com- 
pany. 
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